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Cowbridge residents demand 
action on High Street issues: 

"Clamp down 
needed on 
town parking 
problems" 


PARKING in the 
town’s High Street 
was the hot topic 
this week at a meet¬ 
ing of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian 
Town Council. 

Local peso Hilary 
O’Callaghan was asked 
to pass on a range of 
concerns from council¬ 
lors - in particular the 
number of cars that park 
on double yellow lines 
at the bridge over the 
River Thaw, and the 
number of commercial 
vehicles that park ille¬ 
gally for long periods in 
the town. 

The discussion was 
sparked by an email sent 
to the council by 
Stephen Whitehead of 
Ystradowen. 


REPORT by 
PHILIP 
IRWIN 


In his e-mail, Mr 
Whitehead commented 
on the number of letters 
and articles that had 
appeared in The GEM, 
and he urged the council 
to approach the police 
and the Vale Council, 
seeking some action. 

There was wide¬ 
spread agreement 
among councillors with 
Mr Whitehead’s points, 
particularly on his 
remarks about the situa¬ 
tion at the River Thaw. 

In his email, Mr 
Whitehead noted that 
when vehicles were 
delivering to Filco, the 
situation was exacerbat¬ 
ed by cars parking on 


the double yellow line 
opposite, while drivers 
visited various shops. 

Mr Whitehead 

stressed that he was not 
blaming Filco, describ¬ 
ing it as a store “that has 
and continues to serve 
us well”, but he suggest¬ 
ed that the area opposite 
should be a single yel¬ 
low line area. 

peso O’Callaghan 
said that the police were 
aware that the points in 
the High Street where 
the road narrowed were 
a problem, and that mak¬ 
ing it a single yellow 
line could help. 

She added that there 
was a similar problem at 
the other end of town, 
near the Yorkshire 
Building Society. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 



YOUTH FOOTBALL TEAM GETS 
NEW LOOK FROM WAITROSE 

COWBRIDGE Town AFC’s youth team were quick off the mark with a successful bid for sponsorship from the 
new Waitrose store in the town. 

‘^We’re very keen to be part of the community and we jumped at the opportunity to support the local Cowbridge 
youth team - particularly as some of their players work for us, too! Their new kits are looking great and we 
wish the team the very best of luck,” said branch manager, Rob Waite. 
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EXCITEMENT 
BUILDS FOR 
COWBRIDGE’S 
REINDEER DAY 

COWBRIDGE is eagerly looking for¬ 
ward to this Sunday when, once again, 
thousands of visitors are expected for the 
Reindeer Parade - a sure sign that 
Christmas is getting closer! 

As was the case last year, the parade will start 
at 12 noon from the Westgate end of town, and 
the High Street will be closed for one hour, until 
1pm. 

Santa will be in his grotto in the town hall, and 
this year, to cut down queues, entrance will be by 
free ticket only. (See page 21 for full details). 

There will be live music in the High Street, 
fairground attractions in the town all day as well, 
and the town’s Christmas lights will be switched 
on at 4.45pm by ITV’s Ruth Wignall. 

Also, don’t forget the Christmas Tree Eestival 
in Holy Cross Church, which runs for three days, 
November 23-25, with a concert by Cowbridge 
Male Voice Choir as a stirring curtain raiser on 
Eriday evening! 


'The Sewinq ‘Box 

Llantwit Major 

QUALITY • SERVICE • PRICE 

ORDER CURTAINS NOW FOR 
DEUVERY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

^ i- * BEAUTIFUL 
“ CURTAINS 

Sanderson, 

William Morris, 

Belfield, Prestigious 

GORGEOUS WOOL 

Rowan, Rico, Sirdar, 

Patons, Stylecraft, 

Robin, Wendy, Regia, 

New Lanark Mills 

Now at 23 Poundfield (next to the co-op), 

Llantwit Major, CF61 IXA. 

Tel 01446 794966 

opening hours: Monday 10am-5pm; 

Tuesday-Saturday 930am-530pm 
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‘LDP: decision 
falls short of 
scrapping iE 


1 REFER to your 
article HEAD¬ 
ED, ‘Vale to get 
new blueprint as 
the LDP is 
scrapped’ (Barry 
GEM, November 
15) and would sug¬ 
gest the council’s 
announcement and 
cabinet report are 
very much planning 
officials’ attempt to 
moderate the 
impact of Labour’s 
election pledge to 
scrap the LDP. 

Not scrapped, because 
the LDP preferred strate¬ 
gy is to remain in place, 
and that is the founda¬ 
tion for the preparation 
of the LDP and many of 
its problems. 

This strategy was con¬ 
structed following two 
‘stakeholder’ meetings 
that considered options 
for housing develop¬ 
ment, excluding option 
8a (Llandow). 

I have previously 
raised questions about 
the composition of the 
so-called ‘stakeholder’ 
group and the subse¬ 
quent analysis by coun¬ 
cil officials. However, 


there are many other rea¬ 
sons for the council to 
step back to a time 
before the preferred 
strategy was agreed. 

Firstly, this decision 
was based on the provi¬ 
sion of 7,500 dwellings, 
not the 11,000 now pro¬ 
posed; housing was to be 
concentrated in Barry 
and the south- east zone, 
ignoring the potential for 
development and infra¬ 
structure improvements 
in the western Vale. 

The desperate need 
for an improved infra¬ 
structure appears not to 
have been a concern at 
that time; and the poten¬ 
tial for a Severn barrage 
was not part of the 
analysis. 

The cabinet report is 
unhelpful in assessing 
the options available to a 
council elected with the 
promise to scrap the 
LDP and paints a rather 
rosy picture of some 
events. 

However, it does con¬ 
firm that it is just the lat¬ 
est stage in the LDP 
process that is to be 
repeated. 

Dennis Harkus, 

Focus BARRY 
supporter. 


Look closer to home! 


I N reply to Mr Christopher Short’s 
letter in The GEM last week, the 
American electorate cast their vote 
and made their choice - for better or 
worse, has yet to be seen. 

But before casting aspersions on President 
Obama’s veracity - after all, he is a politician - 
maybe Mr Short should cast a wary eye on our 
own Government, not exactly perfect, are they? 

There are issues of far more long-reaching 
importance that concern us. 

Name and address supplied. 


Dogs Trust grateful 
for public’s support 


I T’S nearly time 
to start wishing 
people merry 
Christmas, and 
we’d like to take 
the opportunity to 
say thank you to 
everyone who has 
made this year at 
Dogs Trust 
Cowbridge Charity 
Boutique go with a 
bang! 

From the donations of 
beautiful Welsh blankets 
and original works of 
art, to the support shown 
at our upcycling/crafting 
event, first birthday cele¬ 


brations and Cowbridge 
Food and Drink Festival 
- the team and I have 
been overwhelmed by 
the continuing support. 

All of the pounds 
raised go directly to help 
the dogs at the nearby 
Dogs Trust Bridgend and 
we’ve been astounded 
by the backing of the 
local community. 

Here’s to another 
great year ahead of us! 

Merry Christmas to 
you all, and we hope to 
see you in the shop 
soon. 

Jael Jones, 

Dogs Trust Cowbridge 
Charity Boutique. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


Vale LDP: We will 
honour our pledges’ 


I SHOULD like 
to respond to 
some of the let¬ 
ters and articles 
that have been in 
your newspaper 
over the last couple 
of months, concern¬ 
ing the Local 
Development Plan 


(LDP), suggesting 
that Labour has 
reneged on its elec¬ 
tion promise to 
replace the LDP 
imposed on us by 
the Tories when 
they controlled the 
Vale Council. 

Some people have 


HEALTH IS NOT 
A PARTY ISSUE’ 


L ast week, 
Mr G Smith 
rightly point¬ 
ed out that health 
in Wales is primari¬ 
ly a matter for 
Assembly Members 
rather than MPs. 

However, he went on 
to criticise me for high¬ 
lighting longer waiting 
times here in Wales 
compared to other parts 
of the UK. 

Surely, I have a 
responsibility to report 
best practice wherever it 
occurs? A recent article 
in The GEM reported 
two ladies from Barry 
travelling to Westminster 
to highlight that the tar¬ 
get waiting time for an 
urgent breast cancer con¬ 


sultation in Wales is 62 
days (for 95 per cent of 
cases), where the target 
in England is two weeks 
for all cases. 

My GEM column 
focused on the calls 
made to me from the 
independent charity 
Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer. This is not a 
party issue. 

Receiving urgent can¬ 
cer treatment is a priori¬ 
ty, and although I agree 
that the NHS is a matter 
for the Welsh Assembly 
Government, I am still 
committed to supporting 
constituents who come 
to my advice surgeries, 
many in a desperate state 
because of unacceptable 
delays. 

Alun Cairns, MP for 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 


The Police election 
plumbs new depths 


STHE 
November 15 
election of a 

Police 

Commissioner drew 
closer, did GEM 
readers, like myself, 
expect to see some 
information regard¬ 
ing who was stand¬ 
ing for election 
appear through the 
letterbox? 

In fact, no informa¬ 
tion was forthcoming, 
and it soon became 
apparent just how much 
contempt our self-serv¬ 
ing political masters 
have for the electorate. 

They have plumbed 
new depths this time: 15 
per cent was the best 
turn-out, but some ballot 
boxes were even found 
empty. 

When are the political 
classes, local and nation¬ 
al, going to wake up and 
realise that the abysmal 
turn-out at all types of 
election is miserably low 


for one very good reason 
- we are sick and tired 
of ‘politicians’ milking 
the system, providing 
mediocre representation 
and pathetic outturns. 

Until we get states¬ 
men whose aim is to 
serve and improve socie¬ 
ty, voting will remain 
low, and more impor¬ 
tantly undemocratic and 
unrepresentative of the 
people. 

This is not a rant 
against the Conservative 
coalition, because the 
other lot took us into 
two wars and bankrupted 
the country. 

It may only have been 
a Police Commissioner 
being elected but wake 
up, politicians, and 
realise we no longer 
trust, respect or appreci¬ 
ate your offerings. 

The post of Police 
Commissioner, despite 
all the spin, is a political 
appointment. 

G Tippins, 

Barry. 



claimed we had already 
made a decision when 
clearly we had not. 
Some had said we took 
too long - we did not. 

I also refute the 
claim made by the 
Leader of the 
Conservatives in the 
Assembly, that we have 
been embarrassed into 
making this decision 
and that we should 
have done it as soon as 
we took office in May. 

The fact is that the 
council’s constitution 
prevented us from 
overturning his Tory 
colleagues’ decision for 
six months. 

The reality is that we 
promised not to make 
any knee-jerk reactions 
and to produce a 
report that was under¬ 
standable, reasoned 
and logical - and 
would be the basis for 
producing a sustain¬ 
able alternative LDP - 
just as we pledged. 

We have, therefore, 
considered all the 
options and decided 
how this can best be 
done. 

If the council agrees 
our recommendation in 
January 2013, the 
process of producing 
the replacement LDP 


will begin in earnest. 
Throughout our term 
of office (just six 
months) Labour has 
continually confirmed 
it will keep its pledge 
and the report to the 
Vale’s cabinet on 
November 19 does just 
that. 

The idea that the 
Labour-led Vale 
Council has been 
forced to replace the 
old LDP by anyone’s 
letters to the newspa¬ 
per or posts on social 
media sites, is prepos¬ 
terous and is definitely 
not true. 

The truth of the 
matter is that along 
with many Vale resi¬ 
dents, Labour has 
always had fundamen¬ 
tal concerns with the 
current flawed LDP 
and will work with the 
people of the Vale to 
produce a sustainable 
plan that is right for 
the Vale. 

That, I would argue, 
is keeping to your 
pledges, and will be a 
‘job done and a prom¬ 
ise kept’. 

Conn Neil Moore, 
Leader of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, 
Labour councillor for 
Cadoc Ward, Barry. 


Wildlife needs 
help - NOW!’ 


T he illegal 
wildlife trade 
is a big prob¬ 
lem for many of the 
worlds most vulner¬ 
able species. 

It’s the fifth largest 
global illegal trade after 
drugs, counterfeiting, 
human trafficking and 
oil. 

It is second only to 
habitat destruction as a 
cause of species loss and 
potential extinction! 

This is also an issue 
close to home, with traf¬ 
ficking of illegal wildlife 
products taking place in 
the UK and across our 
borders. 

Most shockingly, one 
of the world’s largest 
seizures of rhino horn 
was in London. Other 
recent incidents have 
involved the trade in ele¬ 
phant ivory, tiger claws, 
tortoises, turtles and 
whale bone. 

In order to tackle this 
massive rise in wildlife 
trade the last Labour 
Government set up the 
National Wildlife Crime 


Unit to work with border 
police and other police 
forces worldwide to 
detect and prevent 
wildlife crime in the 
UK. 

Its 15 members of 
staff have doubled the 
recorded conviction rate 
for cases in recent years 
and helped the UK gain 
international recognition 
for its commitment to 
tackling wildlife crime. 

It is now under risk. 
The National Wildlife 
Crime Unit has guaran¬ 
teed Government fund¬ 
ing until March next 
year. We need 
Westminster 
Government Ministers 
and MPs of all parties to 
recognise the vital role 
that this small unit does 
in protecting our 
wildlife. 

Please take a few 
moments to write, e- 
mail, telephone or talk in 
person to your local MP 
to ask him or her to sup¬ 
port the work of this 
vital wildlife police unit. 
Conn Rob Curtis, 
Barry. 


ANSWER IS TO 
MOVE BUS STOP! 


T here have 
been a vari¬ 
ety of letters 
in your pages con¬ 
cerning bus stops in 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan, most 
particularly in 
Cowbridge. 

I welcome the engi¬ 
neering solution match¬ 
ing the kerb height to the 
bus floor height, a real 
benefit to persons with 
disabilities and 
pushchair users. 

However, there is, in 
many cases, a near total 
failure to match the bus 
door opening with the 
sign, the shelter length 
or raised kerb. 

This failure is particu¬ 
larly easy to see in 
Cowbridge High Street 
near Lloyds Bank. In 
addition, at this site, 
thoughtless parking by 
blue badge holders 
and/or goods vehicle 
drivers frequently cause 
the X2 to block the 
entire road when it stops 


to pick up passengers. 

One simple solution 
would be to move the 
stop, shelter and raised 
kerbs further towards the 
crossing, where it was 
previously located; and 
make the yellow bus 
stop box and white zig¬ 
zag lines contiguous. 

This would improve 
the ability of the X2 to 
enter fully the marked 
area and re-enter traffic, 
without negotiating 
parked cars displaying 
blue badges. 

Such a solution would 
also allow the new traf¬ 
fic enforcers, when 
deployed to Cowbridge, 
to more easily enforce 
the regulations. 

Other sites throughout 
the length of the A48 in 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
area of responsibility 
should also be reviewed, 
with a view to establish¬ 
ing a standard design 
approach to assist pas¬ 
sengers and drivers 
alike. 

Dr Paul Langmaid, 
Cowbridge. 


‘COMPLAINT WAS 
DEALT WITH’ 


I REFER to your 
correspondent, 
Mike Neate, 
who raised the issue 
of a lack of street 
bins at Llantwit 
Major, in The GEM 
last week. 

I was extremely dis¬ 
appointed to read this 
letter, having responded 
to an email from Mr 
Neate on this subject 
within 24 hours of 
receiving the communi¬ 
cation on November 9 
and taking action. 

In fact, emails were 
exchanged between 
Clifford Parish, opera¬ 
tional manager for waste 
management on 
Monday, November 12 
and Mr Neate; there 
were further emails on 
November 14, at which 
time Mr Neate expressed 
his gratitude for the 
response from Mr 
Parish. 

All this was actioned 
before this letter was 
published on November 
15, which indicated that 


the council are failing 
the public, when they 
are not. 

If Mr Neate had not 
received a response, then 
I could have understood 
his complaint to the 
press; however, I think it 
is totally unfair to send 
letters to the press when 
a councillor is already 
taking action. 

The Llantwit First 
Independent councillors 
are always available to 
respond to the residents’ 
complaints and we look 
forward to receiving 
your call, or to meet you 
at a visit to our surgery, 
on the first and third 
Saturday of the month at 
Llantwit Major Heritage 
Centre. 

Coun Gwyn John, 
Llantwit Major, 

Cabinet member. Vale 
of Glamorgan Council. 


Email us at: 
gemeditorial 
@tind\enews 
.co.uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 29) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 



AM 

M 

PM 

M 

22 

Thur 

00.47 

8.0 

13.21 

8.2 

23 

Fri 

01.52 

8.1 

14.23 

8.3 

24 

Sat 

02.58 

8.3 

15.21 

8.5 

25 

Sun 

03.53 

8.6 

16.18 

8.8 

26 

Mon 

04.41 

8.8 

17.01 

9.0 

27 

Tues 

05.22 

9.2 

17.41 

9.3 

28 

Wed 

05.59 

9.4 

18.18 

9.3 

29 

Thur 

06.34 

9.5 

18.54 

9.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could he cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Rotary’s brain- 
teasers benefit 
worthy charities 



ABOVE: Cowbridge Rotary president, 
Andrew Lane, congratulates the winners, 
Cowbridge Record Society. 



ABOVE’ 

The Market Theatre 
team were third. 



COMMUNIIT 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Local 

Christmas 

events 

GO along to 
Treoes village hall 
on Sunday, 

November 25 for 
a tabletop sale 
from 10am-1pm. 

There will be a variety 
of interesting things to 
buy. The cost of a table 
will be £5, which will 
benefit Saron Chapel. 

The ladies will be pro¬ 
viding a nice cuppa, vis¬ 
itors will have time to go 
to Cowbridge to wel¬ 
come Father Christmas, 
who will make this 
entrance at 12 noon. 

Again, as in previous 
years, Saron will hold a 
Christmas service, when 
a number of local chil¬ 
dren will perform with 
recitations and songs. 
This will be followed by 
a Christmas party in the 
Treoes community hall 
with tea and games. The 
Saron service begins at 
3pm on December 9. 
Llangan 
community hall 
THE pantomime. 


Robin Hood and Snow 
White, will take place 
on Saturday, December 
1 at 7pm, with a fur¬ 
ther performance on 
Sunday, December 2 at 
2pm. 

Adults £2.50, with 
children under 12 £1. 
Book as soon as possi¬ 
ble! 

On Friday, December 
14, a Victorian 
Christmas will take 
place at 6.30pm. A choir 
will perform and Santa 
has promised to visit. 

Llangan 
School’s PTA 
autumn fair 

THIS year’s autumn 
fair held on Friday, 
November 16 was once 
again a very successful 
one considering the 
very wet evening. 

Unfortunately, I was 
unable to attend due to 
being unable to talk, 
which meant a visit to 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital on Saturday 
morning. With the med¬ 
ication, my voice is 
beginning to come back, 
although I resemble a 
frog rather than a human 
being! 


COWBRIDGE 
Rotary Club’s 
annual charity quiz 
provided a stern 
test for the teams 
who packed out the 
town hall last 
Saturday 
(November 17). 

Sample questions 
included; Who was the 
Roman god of Love? 

Who invented the 
bail-point pen? 

What’s the speed 
limit on a single car¬ 
riageway, with no 
restrictions, in Britain? 

If a rectangle meas¬ 
ures 5 cm by 12 cm, 
what’s the length of the 
diagonal? 

Teams of four sat 
around tables and 
wrote down their 
answers, fortified by 
good wine and beer 
from the bar, and then 
handed them to mem¬ 
bers of the Interact 
Club from Cowbridge 
school to be swiftly 
whisked away down¬ 
stairs to a dedicated 
team of markers and 
scorers. 

There was even a 
team from Meissen 
Rotary Club, in 
Germany, who hap¬ 
pened to be paying a 
flying visit. 

The results were 
quickly fed back to the 
question master, 
Andrew Fawcett, so 
that everyone knew, 
round by round, how 
well (or badly!) they 


were doing. 

The leaders changed 
place frequently dur¬ 
ing the course of the 
evening, and even 
right to the end there 
was only a couple of 
points between first 
and second position. 

However, it was 
Cowbridge Record 
Society once more who 
took the honours; and 
their chosen charity, 
receiving a cheque for 
£250, is the Kidney 
Wales Foundation. 

The U3A Walkers 
came in a close second, 
and they will be giving 
a cheque to Cancer 
Research for £150. 

Finally, in third 
place, receiving £100 
were a team from 
Cowbridge’s Market 
Theatre (the home of 
CADS). 

Their money is 
going to the Smile 
Train - a charity 
which repairs cleft 
palates in babies and 
children overseas, 
which would otherwise 
remain uncorrected. 

Oh, and in case 
you ’re wondering about 
those questions at the 
beginning, the answers 
are Cupid (not Venus, 
she was a goddess!), 
Lazio Biro, 60 mph and 
13 cm. 

Why not put a team 
together for next year? 

AB 


Cowbridge 
USA debunks 
famous myth! 


THE November 
meeting of the 
Cowbridge 
University of the 
Third Age saw 
members enjoy a 
talk on the back¬ 
ground events of 
the Tonypandy 
riots of 1910-11. 

David Maddox gave a 
clear, straightforward 
and sympathetic account 
of the events, illustrated 
throughout with news¬ 
paper reports and photo¬ 
graphs of the people 
involved, images of the 
crowd, and the very 
prosperous and thriving 
town at the time. 

These were taken by 
a local photographer, 
and a cache of his glass 
plates was found, 
decades later, in some¬ 
one’s coalhouse. 

These proved to be a 
very touching memorial 


of the dispute. 

Contrary to popular 
myth, Winston 
Churchill, as Home 
Secretary, did not call 
out the military against 
them, but mediated, 
using diplomacy first 
rather than force. 

He was sympathetic, 
and the locals were 
much more kindly dis¬ 
posed towards the sol¬ 
diers that were there 
than the police. 

All this proves that 
we are never too old to 
learn! 

The next meeting is 
on December 12, and 
will be the Christmas 
concert in the Market 
Theatre, curtain up at 
2pm, strictly members 
only on receipt of mem¬ 
bership card. 

Contact us at: 
u3asites. org. uk/cow- 
bridge. SD 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowhridge-today. co. uk 


Dads get stuck in 
to aid local school 



ABOVE Dads gave up their spare time to 
improve facilities at Llangan Primary School. 


Lions’ May 
Fair plans 


ON Saturday, 
November 10, 
Llangan Primary 
School held the 
first meeting of its 
‘Dads’ Club’. 

The dads generously 
gave up their Saturday 
and helped staff create 
a ‘stumpery’ next to 
the year-2 classroom; 
build a fence along the 
outside of the veg¬ 
etable garden; tidy up 
the school grounds and 
generally did a “fan¬ 
tastic job.” 

“We are very fortu¬ 
nate to have such dedi¬ 
cated, talented and 
hardworking parents 
who help us get the 
best out of our school 
for the benefit of our 
children,” said head¬ 
teacher, Mr Williams. 

“We have grand 
plans for developing 
our school and if last 
Saturday was anything 
to go by, this time next 
year the school will be 
unrecognisable! Our 
learning support assis¬ 
tant, Mrs Stevens, has 
been instrumental in 
-the development of our 
outside learning envi¬ 
ronment and we are 
very proud of her 


enthusiasm and fantas¬ 
tic leadership skills.” 

Mr Williams intends 
gathering ‘the troops’ 
again in the new year 
to rejuvenate the origi¬ 
nal Edwardian part of 
the school building - 
more details will be 
released closer to the 
time. 

Staff and pupils 
would like to pass on 
their thanks again to 
all the dads who 
worked so hard on the 
outside area, and to 
those dads who have 
offered their support 
for future events. 

Mr Williams added: 
“There are a few fin¬ 
ishing touches that we 
need to add to the 
stumpery but once 
they have been com¬ 
pleted, we intend hold¬ 
ing a grand opening 
where we hope that the 
dads who worked so 
hard will be able to 
attend. 

“A special ‘thank 
you’ goes to Nancy 
Davidge, who brought 
our project to the 
attention of the com¬ 
munity and helped 
rally troops through 
the support of The 
GEM.” 


COWBRIDGE 
could be hosting a 
May Fair next year, 
if plans being put 
together by local 
charity workers 
bear fruit. 

Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions Club 
are planning a 
Cowbridge May Fair on 
the Bear Field on Bank 
Holiday Monday, May 6, 
2013. 

The event will be sim¬ 
ilar to the one held in 
June in previous years in 
Llantwit Major and, as 
with the fair in Llantwit, 
the aim would be to hold 
it every two years. 

This means that the 
Lions will be organising 
an annual fair, with the 
venue alternating 

between Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major. 

A spokesman said: 
“Planning has already 
started and the activities 
envisaged so far are: 
Maypole dancing. May 
Queen competition, fun 
races and sports compe¬ 
titions, bonny baby com¬ 
petition, fairground 
rides, music and drama 


programme, burger stall 
and a wide variety of 
other stalls. 

“The intention is to 
involve as many local 
community groups, 
schools and businesses 
as possible.” 

Anyone who would 
like to be involved in 
any way, such as taking a 
stall or performing 
music or drama, or sim¬ 
ply wanting to contribute 
ideas, should make con¬ 
tact either by telephone 
(0845 833 6763), by e- 
mail (mfo@lmand- 
clions.org.uk), via the 
Lions website 

(www. lmandclions.org. u 
k) or via Facebook 
(www.fac ebook, com/lma 
ndclions). 

The spokesman 
added: “The aim is to put 
on a regular event which 
can be enjoyed by the 
whole community, while 
at the same time raising 
funds for the work of 
Lions, details of which 
can be found at 
WWW. Imandclions. org. uk 
and 
WWW. lionsclubs.org/EN/i 
ndex.php.'' 


^Parking a major problem^ 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Coun Gwen Baty told 
her fellow councillors 
that the way commercial 
vehicles parked in the 
town was a major prob¬ 
lem. 

She said: “The GEM 
carried a photo recently 
of five vehicles blocking 
the bus shelter, and I saw 
the same thing all over 
again only last week.” 

Coun Jon Harris said 
that the lack of overall 
parking in the town was 
forcing some drivers to 
“take a chance” and he 
said this would not stop 
until they were 
penalised. 

Coun Dave Morris 
asked when traffic war¬ 
dens could be expected 
to patrol the Vale. . 

(GEM note: The most 
recent Vale Council 
report said that April 1, 
2013, is the scheduled 
start date). 

peso Callaghan told 
councillors she would be 
passing on their remarks, 
and said she would 
request a “blitz” on ille¬ 
gal parking. 

Parking was a hot 


topic in The GEM post¬ 
bag too. After a recent 
article which told how 
two Cowbridge residents 
missed a bus because 
commercial vehicles on 
Cowbridge High Street 
were obscuring the bus 
stop - a Cowbridge man 
has called for a clamp 
down. 

Mr D Gerrard, who 
lives in the Verlands, 
told The GEM that, 
although he was a blue 
badge holder, he had 
given up trying to find a 
space in any of the dis¬ 
abled bays, and instead 
pays to use the Duke of 
Wellington car park. 

He said: “The article 
in The GEM really takes 
the biscuit. No fewer 
than five commercial 
vehicles parked illegally, 
end to end in the High 
Street.” 

He remarked that such 
vehicles, even when 
parked legally, were 
often there for far longer 
than the one hour limit. 

He said: “Eurther up 
the road towards 
Westgate there have 
been vans parked all day 
in some spaces. The 


excuse, no doubt, is that 
the occupants are work¬ 
ing somewhere nearby, 
but regulations are sure¬ 
ly regulations! 

“Why are these peo¬ 
ple not prosecuted? I feel 
sure that I would be if I 
parked there that long, 
whatever my excuse.” 

He added: “In the 
GEM article. Inspector 
Taylor attempted to 
relieve our concerns by 
telling us that anyone 
breaking parking regula¬ 
tions is liable to a £30 
fixed penalty. 

“I am sure that these 
infringements have been 
going on for months, so I 


wonder how often any¬ 
one is being fined.” 

A police spokes¬ 
woman said: “South 
Wales Police will contin¬ 
ue to enforce traffic reg¬ 
ulations as a priority to 
ensure the free flow of 
traffic in the town. 

“Police are working 
with both the town coun¬ 
cil and the local authori¬ 
ty to tackle traffic issues. 

“Motorists are asked 
to respect the regula¬ 
tions in place; those 
caught parking illegally 
will receive a fine. ” 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your homel 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Sky dive appeal can give 
little Sienna a voice for 
Christmas, says her mum 

REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


Little Sienna Mason enjoys attending a mainstream 
school with her older sisters Summer and Seren. 


A LLANTWIT 
MAJOR woman is 
taking to the air - to 
do a tandem sky 
dive for a very good 
cause. 

GEM readers may 
remember previous sto¬ 
ries on little Sienna 
Mason, who was bom 
with Opitz Syndrome. 

Her parents, Natalie 
Pearson and Tom Mason, 
believe Sienna is the only 
little girl in Great Britain 
to suffer from the syn¬ 
drome, which means, 
among other things, she 
cannot breathe or feed 
unaided. 

However, Natalie and 
Tom have been deter¬ 
mined that Sienna should 
live as full a life as possi¬ 
ble and Sienna has shown 
so much progress that she 
is now in a mainstream 
school, St nityd’s 
Primary in Llantwit. 

Natdie said: “Sienna 
really overcame the odds. 
She spent the first year of 
her life in hospital, but 
she started in the recep¬ 
tion class at St Illtyd’s 
last September. 

“I am doing a spon¬ 
sored sky dive on 
Sunday, December 2, to 
raise money for a com¬ 


munication aid to allow 
Sienna to talk to her fam¬ 
ily and fellow pupils. 

“The communication 
aid is called a ‘Nova 
Touch’ and costs £2,500, 
but there is no funding 
available for it until May 
next year at least. 

“Sienna is a clever lit¬ 
tle girl and having this 
aid would dramatically 
improve her life and open 
up a whole new world for 
her.” 

Natalie said that 
Sienna had previously 
attended a special school 
in Penarth, but she had 
been recommended to 
transfer to a mainstream 
school to challenge her 
more. 

At school, she has 
plenty of willing helpers, 
including her older sis¬ 
ters, Summer (in year-6) 
and Seren (year-3). 

The headteacher at St 
Illtyd’s, Alan Smith, told 
The GEM that having 
Sienna at the school had 
worked very well, and he 
thought that her presence 
had been good for her fel¬ 
low pupils. 

Natalie said that 
fundraising had already 
reached £1,300, and she 
hopes that the sky dive 
could help her hit the tar¬ 


get soon. 

She added: “It would 
be wonderful if we could 
give her a voice for 
Christmas!” 

The sky dive will be a 
first for Natalie, and she 
is a little nervous about 
heading off to Swansea to 
prepare for it. 


She will, of course, be 
in safe hands with an 
experienced instructor 
who will do the tandem 
dive with her. 

Natalie said: “I have a 
page set up on Eacebook 
called Sky Dive For 
Sienn”. 

Donations can also be 


made via paypal {skydive- 
forsienna @ hotmail. co. uk) 
or cheques can be made 
payable to Sienna Mason. 

The GEM will be 
happy to pass on any 
cheques to Natalie and 
her family. Please send 
them to the address on 
page 2. 



THEATRE GROUP 
TACKLES THE 
CATTLE MARKET 
‘LAGOON’ 


M _ 

■ Jim Grove of 
V CADS, hard at 
^ work spreading 
^ gravel in front of\ 
I the Market 
Theatre. 







by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


MEMBERS of 
Cowbridge 
Amateur Dramatic 
Society (CADS) 
took matters into 
their own hands 
this week - after 
heavy rain left the 
area in front of the 
Market Theatre 
“like a lagoon”. 

With their latest pro¬ 
duction, JB Priestley’s 
Dangerous Corner, 
opening this evening and 
running for three nights, 
November 22-24, the 
group has spread four 
tons of gravel on the site, 
so that theatre-goers can 
get into the theatre. 

When The GEM visit¬ 
ed on Tuesday, CADS 
member Jim Grove was 
in his waterproof and 
wellies, attempting to 
create a dry section in 
front of the theatre. 

He said: “We ordered 
two tons, but it is clear 
that we are going to have 
to order more.” 

The extra two tons 
arrived in the afternoon, 
and an inspection on 
Wednesday morning 
suggested that it should 


be possible to get into 
the venue without get¬ 
ting wet! 

Cast member Catrin 
Thomas-Price said: 
“Ever since the rain 
started, I have had to 
arrive in costume in 
wellies, and carrying the 
shoes I will be wearing 
on stage.” 

Members of CADS 
have paid for the gravel, 
and the drama group, 
which is a charity. 


intends to reimburse 
them. 

The state of the cattle 
market car park is, of 
course, a long-running 
issue in the town, and 
has been the subject of 
negotiations in the past 
between the market 
operators and the Vale 
Council. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on CADS’ produc¬ 
tion of Dangerous 
Corner, see page 31. 



ChfiStmas has come 
early in Bridgend 
County Borough... 

... and the angela at Halo Leisure 
are giving you an earfy present! 


Become a member and nave your 
Induction during December and 
youil pay nothing until February! 

Yo^ ca'i eofCv a i oi>f 

• Gyn 

• EAsim 

• Grtxjp exercise classes 

• sre.rtp. 

• Sp:i 'juIrlHfe 

Ann all r s FREE unlil 'nhriuiry 
you lOin in C^ce'^ibef! 

I - I ,2 . I[t.-., f. , -It •' <* 


Mae'" Naclolig wedi dod yn 
gynnar ym Mwrdeist^ef Sro 
Pen-y-bont ar Ogvvr... 

...ac maeV angylion yn Halo Leisure yn 
rhoi anrhog gynnar i chi! i 


Oewch yn aelod a chad cich scsiwn 
gynefino ym mis Rhagfyr a fyddwch chi 
ddim yn taluV un geiniog tan fis Chwefror! 

Oaihver e*"' cyfiejsterau i uyj 

• Caipfj 

• rsiiihfi 

• Dustxjrth acaj rnwn gr’Ap 

• Cyfleus'.er JL 

Ac mar r cyL^n AM ODIM tin Ch//rfrnr os 

ymurvA'C't chi VPI TBS Rr'.dijfyr' 

. * • . . • » . . I . . U . r , ■ «1 (• • I / > - < ' ■ . k , . 




0300 012 1223 / www.haloleisure.org.uk 


CJ> 

halo" 
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I LOCAL STUDENTS GEAR UP I 
TO HELP LOCAL CHARITIES 


RIGHT; Students are 
gearing up for more 
bumper fundraising. 

STUDENTS and 
staff at Llantwit 
Major 

Comprehensive 
School have proved 
once again that they 
we are always keen 
to help charitable 
causes. 

Last year, we man¬ 
aged to raise £555 for 
each of our chosen char¬ 
ities which were Ty 
Hafan, Children in Need 
and Sport Relief. 

This year, we hope to 
raise even more for the 
good causes we’ve cho¬ 
sen. 

Money will be raised 
for Bobath - a local 
cerebral palsy charity; 
Hope for Justice, which 
works to stop human 
trafficking; and Water 
Aid. 

The school will also 
be opening its doors for 
a senior citizens ’ tea 
party on December 12, 
where pupils will be pro¬ 
viding an afternoon’s 
entertainment and have 



produced Christmas 
hampers, as early 
Christmas presents for 
senior members of our 
community. 

LAURA SMITH 
(head girl) 


THERE were many ceremonies of 
Remembrance throughout the Vale on 
November 11 - some in the main towns, 
and others in local villages. 

The smaller communities may have had 
fewer people attending, but the sentiments 


were the same everywhere. 

In the bright sunshine of a beautiful 
November morning, prayers were said and 
silence observed for two airmen buried at 
Llanmaes Church (above). 


READER^S VIEWPOINT 

Llanmaes needs action 
to slow down the traffic 


I WOULD like to comment 
on the article in last week’s 
GEM concerning the traf¬ 
fic problem in Llanmaes 
Village. 

I have lived in Llanmaes for six 
years and have complained to the 
council in the past about the speed of 
the traffic going past my house and 
into the village. 

The council admitted that they had 
received many complaints from other 
residents and arranged to erect tempo¬ 
rary electric speed signs on the two 
main entrances into Llanmaes. 

They said that this would be done 
on a rota basis with two other vil¬ 
lages, with a view to making it perma¬ 
nent, if it was found to be a proven 
problem and if they had the funds. 

Since then, the 30mph electric 
signs have been erected on a few 
occasions, and they have not been 
seen for a long time now. The last 
thing I was told is that there is no 
funding left to pay for them. 

If I decide to walk the dogs, take a 
walk into the village with the children 
or ride my horse, it means I have a 
narrow stretch of road with no pave¬ 
ment to negotiate and the traffic is so 
fast at times, I feel it is just too dan¬ 
gerous to risk it. 

I really hope that something will be 
done to slow the traffic down from 
one end of the village to the other, 
before someone is seriously hurt. 

I would welcome any number of 
options, whether it be electric speed 
signs, speed cameras or speed humps. 

Anything has to be better than 
nothing at all. 

TRACEY GARDINER, 

Llanmaes. 

The GEM invited the Vale Council 
to comment. The operational manager 
for highways and engineering. 


Andrew Loosemore, said: “The coun¬ 
cil works closely with its partners in 
South Wales Police with regard to 
issues of excessive speeding. 

“Following concerns raised by 
local residents, two ‘Driver Feedback 
Signs ’ were installed in the village. 

The signs ‘flash ’ the appropriate 
speed limit to oncoming vehicles that 
are recorded travelling in excess of 
the posted limit. 

“Currently, the council has two 
pairs of feedback signs that are con¬ 
tinuously rotated between 20 sites that 
have been identified across the Vale. 
The signs remain in place for approxi¬ 
mately eight weeks before being 
moved onto the next location. 

“The police retain sole responsibil¬ 
ity for monitoring and enforcing any 
speeding offences detected, and have 
recently undertaken speed checks in 
the village. 

“The Driver Feedback Signs are 
due to be rotated back to Llanmaes in 
early spring of next year. In the 
interim, further speed surveys have 
been programmed to assess whether 
or not the recent police scoping exer¬ 
cise has had the desired effect. 

“The information will also help to 
establish the need for any remedial 
measures and/or further targeted 
police action. 

“Should the results obtained from 
this survey indicate that a speeding 
issue exists, then the police will be 
advised and requested to take appro¬ 
priate enforcement action. 

“If this is not the case, then alter¬ 
native measures will be considered. 
Should permanent feedback signs, or 
some other form of traffic calming, be 
seen as an appropriate solution then 
funding would have to be sought, and 
any scheme included within the cur¬ 
rent prioritised backlog list of pro¬ 
posed projects. ” 



leisurecentre-com 
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SCHOOL’S NEW FLAG IS THE 
BRAINCHILD OF STUDENTS 



L ast year, 

a group of 
talented 
Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive 
School art pupils 
were offered the 
chance to work 
with professional 
graphic designers 
from United 
Graphic Design 
Bridgend, to cre¬ 
ate a new school 
flag. 

The students used 
their creative skills 
in ICT and design, 
with guidance from 
the company to 
develop and produce 
the flag which is 
now flying proudly 
in front of the 
school. 


Boys’ Brigade learn the do’s 
and don’ts about guide dogs! 


RIGHT: 

The Boys meet a guide dog. 


ON October 23, the 2nd 
Llantwit Major Boys’ 
Brigade company section 
had a visit from the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind 
Association, who came 
along with a fully-trained 
guide dog and his owner, to 
tell us all about the dogs, 
how they are trained and 
what their job is. 

We learnt how special the dogs 
are and how important to their 
owners, who, without the dogs, 
would not be able to do lots of 
things that we, who can see, can 
do without thinking. 

Like going to the shops or 
using buses and trains or even just 
walking down the street without 



bumping into things or falling up 
and down steps. 

We also learnt how they learn 
to go where their owners want to 
go, and even know their left from 
their right! 

We had the opportunity to ask 
lots of questions and during a 
break, we were allowed to stroke 


and play with the dog a little. 
However, we were told that we 
must NEVER stroke or distract a 
guide dog when he is working, as 
this can be dangerous for his 
owner. 

All in all it was an excellent 
evening. DEB BEE 

CHAPMAN 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

(CHURCH STREET, 
COWBRIDGE (PART)) 

(ROAD CLOSURE) 
(TEMPORARY) ORDER 2012 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under Section 
14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), and of all 

Other enabling powers intends in not less than seven days from the date 
of this Notice to make an Order the general effect of which is as 
described in the schedules below: - 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to proceed in the 

location specified in Schedule 2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location Church Street, Cowbridge, from its junction with Town 
Mill Road, for a distance of 15m in a generally north 
easterly direction. 

Reason To allow for essential maintenance work to take place to 
Southgate Arch. 

Duration From 08:00am Monday 3rd December 2012 for a maximum 
period of 18 Months. However, it is anticipated that the 
works will only take 3 weeks 

Alt. Route Diversions for southwest bound traffic during the above 

closure will be signed from the point of closure will be along 
the remaining open section of (Shurch Street, and turning 
left into High Street, then turning left into The Butts, and 
proceeding in a southerly direction and turning left at the 
former public toilets and proceeding in a south easterly 
direction to the point of the closure, and visa-versa. 

NB: Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times. 

Dated this 22nd day of November 2012. 

M. E. Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. BPO morgannwg 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



Two bombs did fall 
on Llantwit Major’ 


I MISSED the first 
GEM letter about 
the bombs that fell 
on Llantwit Major in 
1940 - but in reply to 
Don Knight’s letter in 
St Illtud’s Church 
Guide, Viv Kelly 
points out that two 
bombs did indeed fall 
on Llantwit, and blew 
out the stained glass 
windows on the south 
side of the church and 
badly damaged the 
old Chantry Priest 
House in the church 
grounds. 

It was, at the time, I 
believe, being used as a 
blacksmith’s shop and 
today it is still standing, 
but as a ruin - our very 
own bombsite! 

The Galilee Chapel is 
in the process of being 
rebuilt at a cost of over 
£800,000, due to be fin¬ 
ished by spring 2013. 

Here the Chantry 
Priest would have said a 
daily mass for the souls 
of the dearly departed, 
or at least for those who 
could afford his servic¬ 
es, and in this case it 
was for Sir Hugh 
Raglan. 

This practice was 
abolished after Henry 
VIII dissolved the 
monasteries in 1545. 

It would be nice to 
think the Priest House 
could be restored one 
day - but unless a 
lucky Lottery winner 
knows differently, it 
won’t be for a while yet. 
W Henderson, 

Llantwit Major. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
LLANTWIT ROAD, ST ATHAN 

SUNDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2012 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have 
made an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
as follows:- 

WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in column 1 
of the Schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of the 
said schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as described 
in Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the Council, 
pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to facil¬ 
itate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to participate 
in the said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused 
by the event the following regulation shall be observed:- 
THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof 
shall be Closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles between the 
hours specified in column 3 of the said schedule. The penalty for infringe¬ 
ment of the said regulation is a fine not exceeding £1000.00 

Schedule 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 3 

Sunday 

2nd December 

2012 

Llantwit Road St Athan between 
Rectory Road and its junction with 
Llantwit Gardens / Warlow Close 

11 .OOam to 

7.00pm 


Local signed diversions shall be in place. 

Access for Pedestrians shall be maintained. 

Dated this 22nd day of November 2012 

M. E. Punter, Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 
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FROM MIKE 
DOYLE TO 
DAME AGATHA 
CHRISTIE! 


THE craft evening 
for October was 
held on Wednesday, 
October 17, and 
members were 
involved in a vari¬ 
ety of activities in 
preparation for the 
Christmas fayre. 

Several members 
attended the Federation 
dinner on October 23, in 
the Hi-Tide, Porthcawl, 
with hilarious entertain¬ 
ment by comedian Mike 
Doyle. 

Penllyn Institute was 
represented at the 
autumn council meeting 
on November 5, when it 
was presented with the 
Margam Shield, the 
Bridgend Salver and the 
Doris Richards Cup, 
which had all been won 
at the Glamorgan WI 
Show in July. 

The monthly mem¬ 
bers’ meeting was held 
on November 6, and in a 
change to our planned 
programme, we wel¬ 
comed Joyce James, 
who gave a very inter¬ 
esting talk on Agatha 
Christie. 

Fascinating 

Although we had 
read her novels, or 
watched her plays and 
TV adaptations of her 
work, most of us knew 
very little of the author 
herself. 

It was fascinating to 
hear of the interesting 
life she had led, and 
how her life had influ¬ 
enced her writing, with 
regard to characters, 
topics and locations. 

The speaker was 
thanked by the presi¬ 
dent, Novello Peters. 

After teas and coffees 
and a splendid buffet, 
provided by the mem¬ 
bers, we began the busi¬ 
ness section of the meet¬ 
ing. 

The president wel¬ 
comed toee ‘new faces’ 
to our group - prospec¬ 
tive members - our 
small group is steadily 
growing! 

It has been agreed to 
e-mail minutes of the 


NEWS FROM 
PENLLYN and 
DISTRICT WI 

meetings, and have the 
minute book available at 
each sessions for perus¬ 
al, to save time during 
meeting. 

Members were 
informed of various 
local and federation 
events, and reminded of 
the WI pantomime at the 
Grand Pavilion in 
Porthcawl on November 
21-22; the craft spectac¬ 
ular in Cowbridge, the 
group carol service on 
December 5 in Ewenny 
Priory; and the festive 
meal at Fullbrook’s 
Bistro, Pontyclun, on 
January 15. 

Also further arrange¬ 
ments were made for the 
Christmas fayre in the 
Village Hall, on 
December 1. 

Penllyn and District 
WI are entering the WI 
‘Christmas Trees in the 
Orangery’ event in 
Margam on December 
5, and also the 
Christmas Tree Festival 
in Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge. 

The next craft 
evening will be on 
Wednesday November 
28, (please note the 
change of date), and will 
focus on floral items for 
the Christmas fayre. 

The next meeting will 
be on Tuesday, 
December 4, at 7.30pm, 
in the village hall and 
there will be a demon¬ 
stration and workshop, 
making ‘ribbon trees’,. 

Members are asked to 
bring a little money for 
materials and some pins. 
There will be a buffet 
supper provided by the 
committee. 

New members are 
always warmly wel¬ 
comed; we meet on the 
first Tuesday in every 
month (except August), 
at 7.30pm in Penllyn 
Village Hall. 

For further informa¬ 
tion call 01656 674191, 
or 01656 647115. 
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Positive action and calls 
to put BBC expenditure 
under closer scrutiny 


E arlier this week, I pre¬ 
sented a Bill in Parliament 
to introduce a new law 
which would force the BBC to 
publish its expenditure records 
and to open itself to unrestricted 
auditing. 

Prior to the resignation of the corpora¬ 
tion’s Director General George 
Entwistle, over a Newsnight broadcast 
on child abuse allegations, I had secured 
time for what is known as a Ten Minute 
Bill on November 21, to introduce the 
law calling on the BBC to publish all 
invoices over £500. 

This would fall in line with the 
requirement that local authorities are 
now bound to provide this information 
and, would give the National Audit 
Office umestricted access. 

I am a strong supporter of the BBC, 
and although the recent events have been 
inexcusable, we shouldn’t lose the wider 
perspective of the positive influence of 
the organisation. 

However, loyal supporters should not 
seek to hold back in proposing improve¬ 
ments. Greater transparency encourages 
more efficient spending and questions 
have been raised for some time on how 
the BBC spends its money. 

Local constituents have asked how 
much money is spent on after-show par¬ 
ties; why the BBC advertises and how 
much it costs; and how much it pays to 
some of its presenters? 

Gaining responses to these questions 
is not straightforward. That is why I 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns reports 
to GEM readers 


tabled this Bill earlier this year. 

Previously, I wrote to the then 
Director General of the BBC, Mark 
Thompson, to ask that they publish all 
invoices over £500 to improve trans¬ 
parency in its spend, given the publicly- 
funded nature of the organisation. This 
request was turned down twice. 

I later discovered that the National 
Audit Office can only investigate areas 
of spend with the BBC Trust’s agree¬ 
ment. 

This is extraordinary and to underline 
the importance of this, they have no 
immediate right to investigate the contro¬ 
versial pay-off to the recently-departed 
Director General, George Entwistle. 

Surely, we should have the same 


transparency for expenditure across all 
public organisations? 

In credit to the last Vale Council 
administration, they volunteered to pub¬ 
lish their invoices over £500 and I hope 
that the new administration will continue 
on this basis. 

I am told that this has made all offi¬ 
cers think long and hard before commis¬ 
sioning services. 

This new law would hold the BBC to 
the same scrutiny as other public bodies. 

I hope it will level the disparity between 
the demands placed on the BBC and 
local authorities. 

In proposing this BBC Bill, I hope it 
will highlight to Parliament an important 
issue and an area that I trust the BBC 
will then start to respond to. 

The BBC is clearly responding as 
quickly as possible to the awful situation 
regarding the victims of sexual abuse. As 
a global British institution, it is vital that 
it now focuses on restoring its credibility. 

As part of this, the BBC Trust, which 
oversees the organisation, acted swiftly 
to ensure that its management and leaT 
ership issues were resolved quickly. 

This will allow for the BBC to put the 
systems in place to ensure it can contin¬ 
ue to make first class news and current 
affairs programmes, without falling into 
some of the traps it has done over the 
past few weeks. 

The BBC acts as the cornerstone of 
UK public service broadcasting and 
must face the same scrutiny as any other 
public organisation - from financial 
information transparency, to examination 
of its culture and practices. 
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LDP: A plan with two tales’ 


Town councillor raises 
issue of mayor’s car, but 
Vale Council explains... 

‘An employee 
has a right to 
confidentiality’ 


SO the Vale Council 
has now bought an all 
singing all dancing 
super-dooper Skoda, 
to replace the mayor’s 
Jaguar that was writ¬ 
ten off in a supermar¬ 
ket car park back in 
September. 

The last limo, which 
was in excellent condi¬ 
tion, was disposed of 
after hitting a bollard at 
Morrison’s car park in 
Barry. 

However, we the tax¬ 
payers who paid for that 
Jag are still being kept 
in the dark as to how 
this accident actually 
happened. 

If I remember rightly, 
the ruling Labour group 
promised to be open 
and transparent prior to 
the last council elec¬ 
tions - so why can’t they 
tell us? 

We as taxpayers 
owned that vehicle, so 
we surely have the right 
to know what has hap¬ 
pened. 

Coun Robert Berlin, 

Barry Town Council. 

• The GEM put 
Coun Berlin’s com¬ 
ments to the Vale 
Council: 

Bev Noon, opera¬ 
tional manager for cor¬ 


porate policy and com¬ 
munications, said: “I 
understand the public’s 
desire to know the 
details of matters 
involving the mayoral 
car. 

“However, as an 
employer, we have a 
duty of care to our 
employees, and their 
personal and confiden¬ 
tial issues cannot be 
aired in public. 

“We are unable to 
release personal infor¬ 
mation to the public. 

“If we did, the coun¬ 
cil would be subject to a 
hefty fine under Data 
Protection law by the 
Information 
Commissioner. 

“I am sure that the 
Vale public wouldn't 
want council resources 
wasted in this way to 


satisfy the desire for 
gossip. 

“This council has 
excellent employment 
practices, having a good 
relationship with both 
unions and our employ¬ 
ees, and we will not 
move away from these 
practices.” 

The Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun 
Neil Moore, explained: 
“When a staff issue is 
investigated by an 
employer, the member of 
staff has a right to 
expect confidentiality 
from their employer. 

“The council is com¬ 
mitted to transparency 
but obviously there are 
times when it is not 
right for the council to 
share personal details 
with the public. This is 
one of those times. ” 



I N the past few 
months, letters 
to The GEM 
have heen telling 
two opposing tales 
about what is hap¬ 
pening about the 
Local Development 
Plan. 

One tale, from the 
Labour-led Vale Council, 
was that Labour dis¬ 
agreed with a flawed 
LDP; promised to scrap 
it and replace it; has 
considered how this can 
best be done; and has 


now started the process 
to carry out replacement 
of the LDP. 

The second tale, from 
Conservative AMs and 
MP and other opposition 
politicians, has been 
about cynical election 
manipulation by Labour, 
a broken election prom¬ 
ise, and most recently, 
an about-face to scrap 
the LDP after all, 
because of letters by 
Conservatives to local 
papers. 

The second tale is an 
unlikely story driven by 


wishful thinking and the 
most unlikely part is that 
the Labour-led Vale 
Council was ‘embar¬ 
rassed’ into scrapping 
the LDP because of let¬ 
ters to The GEM. 

How can anyone be 
embarrassed by being 
entirely consistent about 
their intentions from 
start to finish, and carry¬ 
ing out their intention as 
stated? The first tale is 
straightforward and fol¬ 
lows words with deeds. 

The Conservatives 
and others have tried to 


LDP: Playing with words' 


L ast week’s 
GEM led 
with the 

report that the Vale 
Council were, at 
long last, to scrap 
the LDP. 

This followed the 
uncovering of official 
minutes of a meeting 
between Vale councillors 
and the Welsh 
Government that showed 
they only planned to 
make ‘focussed changes’ 
to the development doc¬ 
ument they inherited, 
and that they were con¬ 
tent with other aspects. 

As soon as the details 
were published on the 
council’s website, I natu¬ 
rally played close atten¬ 
tion to their plans, in 
considering the many 
hundreds of letters I 
have received on this 
issue. 


Unfortunately, the 
details of the planned 
actions are far from their 
headline. To scrap the 
plan would be to change 
the strategy of the LDP; 
they are not. 

There are seven stages 
in the development of 
the LDP process, with 
gathering evidence and 
setting the strategy being 
the first. The Vale 
Council are merely plan¬ 
ning to revisit stage 3 - 
Plan preparation. 

If the strategy hasn’t 
changed, then the out¬ 
comes will be broadly 
the same. The Welsh 
Government’s expecta¬ 
tion to build 10,000 new 
houses remains. 

I fear that we will end 
up having the same 
numbers of houses in the 
same areas. They are 
merely planning to move 
deckchairs around, in 
spite of the lack of infra¬ 


structure. Councillors 
in charge of the process 
are being disingenuous. 
It is clear that they had 
no plan to scrap the 
LDP, in spite of their 
promise before the elec¬ 
tion. 

Having being caught 
out with the disclosure 
of the minutes of their 
meeting with the Welsh 
Government, they are 
choosing to play with 
words. 

They have the same 
very real difficulties as 
the last authority - a 
housing target from the 
Welsh Government that 
our communities cannot 
cope with. 

The bottom line is 
that many communities 
are worried and angry; 
the least they deserve is 
honesty. I will do all I 
can to represent them. 
Alun Cairns, MP for 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 


make political capital 
during the (relatively 
short) period since the 
election when a complex 
change was being con¬ 
sidered. 

They have done a dis¬ 
service to residents of 
the Vale by putting out 
misleading information 


A RECENT 

article in the 
national 

media highlights 
the fact that the 
public are being 
treated as cash 
cows yet again. 

Prom the £75 penalty 
people receive for litter¬ 
ing, XPOR receive at 
least £35 and the rest 
goes into town hall cof¬ 
fers, which is legal 
under the 

Neighbourhood and 
Environment Act 2005. 

However, it appears 
that this contractor 
employed by the council 
is penalising people for 
the most trivial acts of 
littering. 

A lady in Blaenau 
Gwent was fined £75 for 
dropping a thread from 
her gloves accidentally, 
and others fined whilst 
in the process of picking 
up what they had acci¬ 
dentally dropped. 

This is ludicrous: 
XPOR has pocketed 


for which they had no 
evidence. 

They should apologise 
for getting it so wrong 
and so publicly, now it’s 
apparent we are going to 
do just what we said we 
would do. 

John Drysdale, Barry, 
Illtyd Ward councillor. 


£1.6m in Wales and 
England in pursuit of 
their cash cows (the 
public). 

The more serious 
offences of fly tipping 
and dog fouling (which 
is unsightly, smelly and 
a health risk to every¬ 
one) are apparently not 
being pursued. 

I understood when the 
Vale Council employed 
XPOR earlier this year 
by the then council 
leader that dog fouling 
was a priority. 

This is not the case, 
the percentage of fines 
issued for this disgusting 
act is very minimal. 

In fact, I would like 
to see a breakdown of 
fines given and for 
what? 

There was a time 
many years ago when 
councillors worked for 
and with their electorate, 
not treat them as rev¬ 
enue cash cows. 

Ian Govier, 

Rhoose. 


Local MP 
welcomes 
latest jobs 
figures 

VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has wel¬ 
comed the latest fall 
in Vale unemploy¬ 
ment, shown in fig¬ 
ures published last 
month by the Office 
for National 

Statistics. 

The number of unem¬ 
ployed claimants in the 
Vale of Glamorgan con¬ 
stituency in October was 
2,353, 179 lower than in 
October 2011, and 27 
lower than in September 
this year. 

Mr Cairns said: “This 
is great news for Wales. 
There are 13,000 more 
people in work, with 
thousands fewer unem¬ 
ployed as well. 

“In my constituency, 
too, the claimant count 
has come down, which is 
fantastic news. 

“This is really positive 
for us locally and does 
show that although the 
economic climate is still 
tough, there is cause for 
gentle optimism. 

“We need to use this 
momentum and do every¬ 
thing we can to get more 
people back to work. ” 


The public are 
just "cash cows 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


[independent 

• 30 day Free trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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Rotary youth’s night of presentations 



IT was youth night 
at Cowbridge 
Rotary Club’s 
weekly meeting on 
Monday 

(November 19) and 
it included the 
presentation of 
awards to deserv¬ 
ing pupils from 
Cowbridge 


/ WOULD like to 
thank Cowbridge 
Town Council for 
organising the 
Remembrance Day 
parade, all the 
groups that took 
part, and the organi¬ 
sations and people 
who supported the 
event on the day. 

In addition, I would 
like to express my 
appreciation to the 
businesses that support¬ 
ed the Poppy Appeal, 


Comprehensive 
School, who had 
taken part in the 
Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award 
(RYLA) scheme. 

There was also the 
presentation of a 
cheque from the 
school’s Interact team 
to Ty Hafan. 

The RYLA awards 


and say a big thank you 
to all the volunteers 
who collected on the 
streets. 

As he is retiring as 
the Poppy Appeal 
organiser, I would also 
like to thank Mr Len 
Taylor for the work he 
has done over the last 
five years and welcome 
his replacement, David 
Howell, to the position. 
Hayden Painter, 
(Chairman of 
Cowbridge Royal 
British Legion). 


went to Romy Killick, 
Abby Chapman and 
Chris Waller, because 
all three had success¬ 
fully attended the sum¬ 
mer camp in the Welsh 
mountains, canoeing, 
abseiling and caving - 
which meant they were 
often well outside their 
comfort zone. 

They all surprised 
themselves by finding 
they really could do 
these things after all. 

The presentation of 
the cheque was a very 
proud moment for all 
the members of the 
Interact Team at the 
school. 

All this had been 
achieved by their own 
efforts, with jazz and 
curry nights, cake 
sales, sponsored pyja¬ 
ma days and more. 

This considerable 
achievement resulted in 
their president, Rachel 
Bradshaw, being able 
to present Rebecca 
Chick from Ty Hafen 
with a cheque for 
£1,850! AB 


THANK YOU TO 
COWBRIDGE 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
DISABLED PERSONS PARKING PLACES 
(BOVERTON ROAD, LLANTWIT MAJOR) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDER 2012 

1. On the 12th November 2012 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise 
of its powers under Sections 45, 46 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 (as amended) and all other enabling powers made an Order the 
general effect of which is as described below: 

2. The Order will come into operation on 26th November 2012 or on the 
date the necessary signs are removed, whichever is the later. 

3. A copy of the Order and plans showing the affected areas may be seen 
at the address shown below during normal office hours. 

4. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions 
contained therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers 
conferred by the above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the 
same or that any instrument made under it has not been complied with in 
relation to the Order, you may within six weeks from the 26th November 
2012 apply to the High Court for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 

The following Traffic Regulation Orders to be amended as follows: 

The County Council of South Glamorgan (Boverton Road, Llantwit 
Major) (Limited Waiting) Order 1989. 

Schedule 1, Column 1 delete the following text: 

‘and from a point 181 metres west of the same junction for a distance of 
9 metres west.’ 

The County Council of South Glamorgan (Boverton Road, Llantwit 
Major) (Disabled Persons Parking Places) Order 1988. 

In the Schedule delete text ‘6 metres’ and replace with text ‘13 metres’ 
Dated this 22nd day of November 2012 
M. E. Punter 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe CF5 6AA 
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LEFT: 

Pictured at 
Cowbridge Rotary 
Club^s meeting is 
the Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award 
presentation 
group, (from left 
to right): Chris 
Waller, 

Romy Killick, 
Abby Chapman 
and Rotary 
president 
Andrew Lane, 



Meet Wales’ top 
wedding planners! 



ABOVE: The victorious Bear Hotel team (left to right): 
Amanda Sofocleous, Charlotte Phillips and Nicola Scamp. 

(Photo by purecreationsphotography, www.purecreations.co.uk) 


THE wedding planning team at 
a Cowbridge hotel has gained 
the title of ‘best in Wales’. 

At this year’s National Wedding 
Awards evening, the Bear Hotel were 
acclaimed as ‘Best Wedding Co-ordi¬ 
nator in Wales 

The ceremony was held in the 
Brangwyn Hall, Swansea, on Sunday, 


November 18. 

A spokeswoman for the Bear said: 
“The Welsh National Wedding Awards 
is an online voting system which give 
brides and bridegrooms the chance to 
help recognise the businesses that 
made a difference to their day, and it is 
an opportunity to say thank you for all 
of the hard work. 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2012 
GORCHYMYN (DIWYGIO) YNGLYN A 
MANNAU PARCIO I BOBL ANABL 
(BOVERTON ROAD, LLANILLTUD FAWR) 

1. Ar 12 Tachwedd 2012, yr oedd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei 
bwerau o dan Adrannau 45, 46 a 53 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwy- 
giedig), a phob p_er galluogi arall, wedi gwneud Gorchymyn i’r dibenion 
cyffredinol a nodwyd isod: 

2. Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 26 Tachwedd 2012, neu pan fydd yr 
arwyddion angenrheidiol wedi’u symud, pa un bynnag fo’r dyddiad 
diweddaraf. 

3. Cewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a chynllun sy’n dangos y mannau dan 
sylw, yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa. 

4. Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysnvydd y Gorchymyn neu’i ddarpari- 
aethau am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w gweithredu, neu 
am y tybiwch eu bod yn methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf uchod 
neu un o’i hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 26 Tachwedd 2012 
i wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

ATODLEN 

Diwygier y Gorchmynion Rheoli Traffig hyn fel a ganlyn: 

Gorchymyn (Cyfyngu ar Aros) (Boverton Road, Llanilltud Fawr) 
Cyngor Sir De Morgannwg 1989. 

Atodlen 1, Colofn 1 - dileer y testun canlynol: 

‘ac 0 fan sy’n 181 medr i’r gorllewin o’r un gyffordd am 9 medr i gyfeiriad 
y gorllewin.’ 

Gorchymyn (Mannau Parcio i BobI AnabI) (Boverton Road, Llanilltud 
Fawr) Cyngor Sir De Morgannwg 1988. 

Yn yr Atodlen, dile_r y testun ‘6 medr’ a dodi ‘13 medr’ yn ei le. 

Dyddiedig 22 Tachwedd 2012 
M. E. Punter, 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenfo. CF5 6AA. 
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The Interact presentation group (left to 
right): Abby Chapman, Romy Killick, 
Rachel Bradshaw, Katie Wynne, and 
Rebecca Chick from Ty Hafan. 

NASH POINT 
LIGHTHOUSE 
IS NOW ALL 
WHITE AGAIN! 



ABOVE: Staff from Ian Williams 
Properties who painted the lighthouse. 


AN iconic local 
landmark has been 
given a splash of 
new life - thanks to 
a team of specialist 
painters. 

Nash Point 

Lighthouse has been 
spruced up by leading 
property services com¬ 
pany Ian Williams. 

The 19th century 
lighthouse was the last 
manned lighthouse in 
Wales, until August 
1998, when the light¬ 
house keepers left. 

Now the lighthouse, at 
the entrance to the 
Bristol Channel, is open 
to the public. 

Trinity House, the 
General Lighthouse 
Authority (GLA) which 
manages 69 lighthouses 
across the UK, appointed 
Ian Williams to complete 
the work. 

The £70,000 project 
saw Ian Williams’ opera¬ 
tives repaint the light¬ 
house over an eight- 
week period, using 1,800 
litres of paint. 

Steve Lenahan, busi¬ 
ness manager at Ian 
Williams, said roped 
access was needed to 


carry out the work. At its 
highest point, the light¬ 
house stands at 37 
metres and has two tow¬ 
ers. 

He added: “The team 
which worked on Nash 
Point lighthouse has spe¬ 
cialist knowledge and 
experience of working 
on projects such as this. 

“We appreciate the 
local importance of the 
tower, and within our 
team we have experience 
of working on listed 
properties. 

“We have painted 
other lighthouses, 
including The Needles 
off the Isle of Wight and 
Smeatons Tower at 
Plymouth.” 

Nash Point 

Lighthouse was designed 
by James Walker, the 
engineer-in-chief to 
Trinity House, in 1832 to 
mark the sandbanks off 
the point at the entrance 
to the Bristol Channel. 

The decision to build 
it followed a public out¬ 
cry after the passenger 
steamer. Frolic, was 
wrecked with heavy loss 
of life in 1830. 
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INVESTING IN YOUNG 
PEOPLE IS RIGHT WAY 
FORWARD FOR WALES’ 


WdQstti 



by Vale AM 

JANE 

HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 


L ast week, I 
was involved 
in two very 
important events 
which demonstrat¬ 
ed our commitment 
to investing in 
young people in 
Wales. 

I led the Draft Budget 
Debate for 2013/14 in 
the Senedd, opening it 
with the message that 
our commitment to pro¬ 
tecting schools, health 
and social services 
remains at the forefront 
of our priorities. 

I also visited St Cyres 
School to ‘cut the tuif ’ 
with the Vale Council 
Leader, Coun Neil 
Moore and Coun Chris 
Elmore, cabinet member 
for children and young 
people, at an exciting 
ceremony to mark the 
start of work for the 


Talk on Llandow 
air disaster 

RHOOSE and District History Society is 
presenting a talk by Don Llewellyn on the 
1950 air disaster at Llandow. 

It will be held on Friday, November 30, at 
7.30pm in the rear hall of Rhoose Community 
Centre, Stewart Road. 

Tickets are £1 per adult; 50p per child (under 
16). 

The committee invites those attending to a light 
buffet following the talk. 
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building of the £47m 
Penarth Learning 
Community - with a 
£33.3m contribution 
from the Welsh 
Government. 

As we gathered 
together with the head¬ 
teachers, governors and 
pupils from St. Cyres 
School, Ashgrove 
School, Ysgol Er’w 
Delyn and Ysgol Maes 
Dyfan, we watched the 
builders and diggers at 
work on the vast site 
from which will rise the 
most exciting school 
project the contractor, 
Leadbitter, has ever been 
involved with. 

The new schools will 
be open in two years’ 
time - on budget and on 
time -1 was assured by 
the project managers 
with public money for 
the best educational 
environment and facili¬ 
ties for our young peo¬ 
ple. 

A key element of the 
new SEN School along¬ 
side St Cyres, will be the 
integration of functions 
such as children’s servic¬ 
es and health profession¬ 
als - integrating educa¬ 
tion, health and social 
care. 

Support for young 
people featured heavily 
in the draft Budget 
debate. As a result of our 
discussions over the past 
few weeks about the pri¬ 
orities we share with 
other political parties, I 
was able to announce 
that the Welsh Labour 
Government had reached 
an agreement with Plaid 
Cymru to provide an 
additional £20m next 
year and in 2014/15, to 
expand support for 
apprenticeships. 

I said that this addi¬ 


tional investment will 
build on the funding we 
have already allocated to 
support progression at 
all levels of apprentice¬ 
ships, and specifically to 
support 16-24-year-olds 
into employment. 

We have already cre¬ 
ated 4,000 job opportu¬ 
nities in our Jobs 
Growth Wales scheme to 
provide work and train¬ 
ing for this age group - 
which has been at the 
sharp end of the impacts 
of the recession. 

I was also able to con¬ 
firm the uplift next year 
for the pupil deprivation 
grant, taking the total 
funding to £36.8m and 
£38.2m over the next 
two years. Schools 
across the Vale are 
already using this to 
good effect to help 
improve educational 
attainment of our most 
disadvantaged pupils. 

With the action the 
UK Government is tak¬ 
ing to cut welfare bene¬ 
fits, it is more important 
than ever that we contin¬ 
ue to maintain the bene¬ 
fits we have funded in 
Wales that can make a 
difference to children’s 
lives - such as healthy 
free school breakfasts, 
offered in so many of 
our Vale primary 
schools. 

Also, access to free 
swimming in the school 
holidays in our leisure 
centres helps hard 
pressed families and pro¬ 
vides important access to 
healthy lifestyles for 
children. 

We discussed the 
impact of the UK 
Government’s welfare 
reform programme in the 
budget debate, drawing 
attention to the Institute 


Big Wrap to help 
the Vale’s needy 


THE Vale Council 
has chosen ‘The Big 
Wrap’for its annual 
Christmas appeal 
this year. 

Individuals, business¬ 
es and council staff are 
being invited to buy an 
extra gift this festive sea¬ 
son to help disadvan¬ 
taged local children have 
a happy Christmas in 
2012. 

Last year, 145 children 
and young people 
received a Christmas gift 
and 50 food hampers 
were given to struggling 
families, thanks to the 
Big Wrap. 

A council spokesper¬ 
son said: “The idea is 
simple - if you can spare 
a few pounds, please pop 
an extra gift in your bas¬ 
ket when you’re doing 


your Christmas shop, 
then drop off the gift at 
the Civic Offices in 
Barry. 

“The Big Wrap is col¬ 
lecting Christmas gifts 
suitable for youngsters 
aged from 0-17 years, as 
well as food hampers. 
Gifts must be new and 
unwrapped. ” 

Each year. The Vale 
Council children’s serv¬ 
ices team works in part¬ 
nership with Coastlands 
Family Church to pro¬ 
vide presents and food 
hampers to young people 
leaving care and families 
in need. 

If you ’re able to help 
The Big Wrap appeal, 
please drop off your 
unwrapped gift or ham¬ 
per at the Civic Offices in 
Barry before December 
7. 


CCTV ARRESTS 

POLICE made eight arrests and issued one 
ASBO referral in the Vale of Glamorgan last 
week, following information provided by the 
Vale Council’s CCTV monitoring team. 

The police were contacted a total of 58 times 
by CCTV operators during the week ending 
November 18. 


of Eiscal Studies Report 
which estimates that the 
impact of the tax and 
benefit changes to be 
implemented by 2014-15 
will mean that, on aver¬ 
age, households in Wales 
can expect to lose 4.1 
per cent of their income. 
This compares to a UK 
average loss of 3.8 per 
cent. 

Families with children 
are expected to be hit 
hardest - the poorest 
households with children 
estimated to lose the 
largest proportion of 
their income as a result 
of these UK Government 
tax and benefit changes. 

As we strive to ‘put 
children first’ in the 
tough decisions we make 
in our Welsh 
Government budget, we 
know that we have a 
responsibility to protect 
the most vulnerable and 
give all our children the 
best start in life. 

We are doing this by 
protecting our budgets 
for schools, keeping our 
educational maintenance 
allowances, and expand¬ 
ing our Elying Start and 
apprenticeships pro¬ 
grammes. 

That is a mark of our 
commitment to our 
young people. 


VWBN’s 10-YEAR 
CELEBRATION! 


THE Vale Women’s 
Business Network 
held an event at The 
Quarter Penny Cafe 
Cowbridge, to thank 
their patron, Jane 
Hutt AM, for her 10 
years of support. 

She was presented 
with a picture created by 
one of the talented 
VWBN members. 
Newly-launched, 
PhotoheART, which is 
owned by Lorraine 
D’Allenger from 

Llanmaes, takes people’s 
photos and then turns 
them into art works. 

The VWBN have 
compiled a fun and 
informative programme 
for 2013 and welcome 
women to all events. 



PICTURED: Lorraine D’Allenger, 
Jane Hutt and Margaret Everson. 


‘Everyone’s Future’ 
wants your ideas 


‘EVERYONE’S FUTURE’ is a 
new, inter-generational part¬ 
nership project between Vibe 
Experience and Age Concern 
Cardiff & The Vale. 

The project is funded by the Big 
Lottery until 2014, with two age 
equality workers aiming to tackle neg¬ 
ative stereotyping and challenge age 
discrimination of younger and older 
people. 

A spokeswoman explained: “We are 
in the process of setting up an 
‘Everyone’s Euture’ working group, 
which would be made up of project 
staff, older people, young people, and 
professionals. 


“This group has the opportunity to 
help shape the project, assist at events, 
spread the aim of the project and may 
form the catalyst for further intergen- 
erational projects down the line. 

“The meetings will be informal and 
everyone will have the chance to give 
their opinions and ideas. 

The first meeting will be held on 
November 29 at Area 41, Holton 
Road, Barry at 4pm. 

If you are interested and would like 
more information, contact Louise 
David, Age Equality Worker (Young 
People) via email: louise@vibeexpe- 
rience.com or call 01446 700622. 
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First non-smoking playground 
now open in lolo Park, Barry 



ABOVE: The Vale Mayor, Coun Eric Hacker, 
and his wife, with children celebrating lolo Park 
playground becoming a smoke-free zone. 


COLOURS 



THE Vale Council 
and the Cardiff and 
Vale Public Health 
Team have launched 
the first smoke-free 
playground in 
Cardiff and the 
Vale. 

As part of the 
Tobacco Control Action 
Plan for Wales 2012, the 
Welsh Government and 
ASH Wales are encour¬ 
aging local authorities 
to promote smoke-free 
playgrounds to protect 
children from the harm¬ 
ful effects of secondhand 
smoke. 

As a result, lolo Park 
in Barry has become the 
first playground to take 
part in the scheme, with 
the aim of rolling out 
smoke-free playgrounds 
in other areas across the 
Vale. 

Pupils from Jenner 
Park Primary School 
were invited to take part 
in a competition to 
design a smoke-free sign 
for the playground. 

The competition win¬ 
ner Melissa Hughes 
(10), from Jenner Park 
Primary School, will 


have her poster dis¬ 
played at the play¬ 
ground, alongside the 
ASH Wales signage. 

The Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, said: “The coun¬ 
cil is delighted to see 
lolo Park become the 
first designated smoke- 
free playground in 
Cardiff and the Vale. 

“We also look for¬ 
ward to seeing this ini¬ 
tiative rolled out to other 
playgrounds throughout 
the county and beyond. ” 

The chief executive of 
ASH Wales, Elen de 
Lacy, said: “A recent 
YouGov survey showed 
that 79 per cent of the 
Welsh public now sup¬ 
port banning smoking in 
playgrounds. 

“We believe children 
and young people have a 
right to play and to meet 
their friends in a safe 
and clean environment, 
free of smoke and tobac¬ 
co litter. 

“Young people are 
also more likely to start 
smoking themselves if 
they see adults doing it 
in a family friendly envi¬ 
ronment. ” 


QUESTIONS THAT 
ARE SLOWLY 
BEING ANSWERED 


1 WOULD like to begin by congratu¬ 
lating both Stephen Doughty, the new 
MP for Cardiff South and Penarth, 
and Alun Michael as the new Police and 
Crime Commissioner for South Wales. 

Knowing them both very well, I am confi¬ 
dent they will do a great job and look forward 
to working with them. 

I am pleased to announce a new initiative 
that I called for and that has been paid for 
using the savings from cutting the special 
responsibility allowances allocated to members 
of the council. This initiative will deal with the 
backlog of requests for disabled parking bays 
outside people’s homes where they need help 
in accessing their properties. 

Currently, the council only allocate 10 per 
year, and as there was a backlog of nearly 30 
approved applications, it would have taken 
three years before they were all cleared. 

This initiative will clear the backlog in one 
fell swoop, helping those people retain some 
independence. 

I am also delighted that the traffic lights 
have finally been installed on the Barry Docks 
Link Road. The safety along this route has 
been a major issue of mine, my Cadoc council¬ 
lor colleagues and others for years, and I am 
pleased that this delivers another of Labour’s 
election pledges. 

I would like to thank the South East Wales 
Transport Alliance (SEWTA) for selecting this 
scheme as a priority for funding, along with 
the Welsh Government, who provided the 
£600k funding to SEWTA for the project. 

The future use of the land at either side of 
Cemetery Approach in Barry has had a ques¬ 
tion mark hanging over it for some time, and a 
consultation exercise was carried out to ask 
the people what uses they would like to see 
there. 

The two most popular options were for an 
open community garden (31 per cent) and 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 
by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of Ihe 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 



allotments (25 per cent). 

As a result, we have instructed officers to 
develop plans as to how these can be delivered 
and a report will be presented to cabinet as 
soon as we can. 

Consultation of this kind is exactly what this 
new administration is committed to, and with 
the help of local people we are now doing 
something the public require. 

I would like to thank everyone who took the 
time to take part in the consultation and share 
their ideas with us. 

We have also begun another important con¬ 
sultation exercise on the future of the former 
St Cyres School site in Dinas Powys. The 30- 
acre site is no longer required by the council 
and a new use is being sought for the site. 

We would like to hear what ideas people 
have for the land. 

The consultation ends on January 11, so let 
us know your views by visiting the council’s 
website: www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or by 
telephoning the council on 01446 700111. There 
will also be a ‘drop in ’ session to discuss ideas 
or ask questions on Saturday, December 8, from 
10am-2pm, at the Murchfield Community 
Centre, Dinas Powys. 
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Half price 


Waitrose all butter shortbread selection 450g 

£2.99 


Waitrose chocolate biscuit selection 500g 

£S:§g £2.99 


Waitrose 

Giving more this Christmas 
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‘I am Eurosceptic’ says 

MP: ‘Oh no you’re not!’ 
claims UKIP councillor 


LAST week, The GEM ran 
a story in which a Vale con¬ 
stituent, Mrs Jenet 
Lockwood, called on local 
MP Alun Cairns to support 
an in-out referendum on 
the European Union. 

In the article, Mr Cairns 
described himself as “Euro-scep- 
tic”, adding that as soon as the 
Euro crisis had stabilised, he 
favoured a referendum on mem¬ 
bership under a renegotiated set¬ 
tlement. 

Those comments drew the fol¬ 
lowing remarks from local Sully 
UKIP councillor, Coun Kevin 
Mahoney: 

“I was a little surprised to read 
in last week’s Barry GEM, 
November 15, of Alun Cairns’ 
strong assertions of Eurosceptism 
in response to Mrs Jenet 
Lockwood’s view that the UK 
should pull out of the European 
Union. 

“Over a period of many years, 
having never heard so much as a 
peep out of Alun in regards to his 
supposed disatisfaction with the 
EU, I took the trouble to carry out 
a very quick and easy check of his 
voting record on EU matters with 
the well respected 

‘Theyworkforyou.com ’ website. 

“Surprise surprise, not only did 
Alun vote against the recent pro¬ 
posal to reduce the European 
Union’s budget demands, but the 
website lists his overall record as 
Voting ‘Very strongly for more EU 
integration ’. 

“Surely in this digital and inter¬ 
net age, Alun should have realised 


that an easily available check on 
his voting record would very 
quickly expose his words on this 
subject? 

“One can only assume that 
Alun Cairns has adopted his party 
leader David Cameron’s tactic of 
playing to the gallery at home, 
whilst adopting a totally different 
policy whilst ‘out of town’ and, 
presumably in Alun’s case, think¬ 
ing his actions are out of sight 
also. 

“Any keen observers of the EU 
parliament in Brussels at work 
will readily confirm that at the 
same time as the Conservative 
party leader pretends to talk tough 
about curbing EU power in the 
UK media, his party’s MEPs in 
Brussels are busy voting through 
every bit of proposed EU legisla¬ 
tion, as fast as they can get their 
hands into the air. 

“Perhaps Alun might like to 
explain how he has arrived at his 
claims of being Eurosceptic whilst 
consistently voting in favour of 
greater integration into the EU. ” 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
responded: “Eurther to the article 
in last week’s GEM regarding the 
EU and the subsequent comment 
from Coun Kevin Mahoney, I 
wanted to clarify to GEM readers 
my stance regarding the EU, not 
least as a member of the 
Eurosceptic Eresh Start Group in 
Parliament. 

“I fear that Coun Mahoney is 
choosing a simplistic approach for 
his convenience, which gives an 
inaccurate position. I have said on 
the record on many occasions that 
I am in favour of a referendum. 


“Let me be clear, I want a rela¬ 
tionship with Europe that is prima¬ 
rily based on trade. I want to see 
us withdraw from the European 
Convention on Human Rights, as 
was published in the GEM back in 
Eebruary this year. 

“The UK Parliament should 
have the final say on justice and 
home affairs. We should take back 
immigration powers. 

“Health and safety legislation 
should be a matter for the UK 
Government. We should repatriate 
social and employment legislation 
and we should protect Britain 
from financial regulation that 
would impact the UK more than 
any other economy. I could go on 
and on. 

“I am also in favour of cutting 
the amount of money we pay to 
Europe but disagreed with the tac¬ 
tics of the recent motion. 

“Sadly, as a result of the techni¬ 
cal rules agreed many years ago, 
using a veto in the seven-year 
budget negotiation could lead to a 
vote by majority on an annual 
basis. 

“In view of the fact that we are 
one of the few net contributors, we 
are hardly likely to win such a 
vote. That is an example of why 
the issue is more complicated than 
is suggested. 

“Sadly, this is a coalition gov¬ 
ernment, and a Conservative 
administration would go much 
further than the Lib Dems will 
allow - but that was the outcome 
of the election. Voting for any 
party other than Conservative, 
leads to a more pro-EU 
Government - UKIP included.” 


South Wales Police report fall 
in anti-social incidents on 
Hallowe’en and Bonfire Night 


ANTI-SOCIAL 
behaviour inci¬ 
dents reported 
across the Vale and 
Bridgend on both 
Hallowe’en and 
Bonfire Night fell 
substantially this 
year. 

According to figures 
from South Wales 
Police for the 24 hours 
of Hallowe’en, there 
were 26 ASB occur¬ 
rences across Central 
BCU (12 in the Vale 
and 14 in Bridgend) 
this year, compared to 
63 in 2011 (29 in the 
Vale and 34 in 
Bridgend) 

Bonfire Night saw 
17 ASB occurrences 
across Central BCU 
(eight in the Vale and 
nine in Bridgend), 
compared to 43 last 
year (18 in the Vale 
and 25 in Bridgend). 
WEATHER 

The police have 
linked the decrease to 
the wet weather, and 
to the experience, com¬ 
mitment, and team 
work from the many 
police officers and 
partnerships working 
together. 

They revealed that 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Teams have 
been visiting schools, 
shopping centres and 
retailers to increase 


awareness among chil¬ 
dren, parents and shop 
workers about what 
they can do to ensure 
Hallowe’en is fun and 
not feared by anyone, 
as part of ‘Operation 
BANG’. 

Many extra officers 
were patrolling the 
streets on Halloween 
night, targeting known 
anti-social behaviour 
hotspots to deal quick¬ 
ly with any distur¬ 
bances. 

They said that local 
events were also 
organised to keep 
young people off the 
streets and out of trou¬ 
ble, and schools liaison 
officers also gave 


assembly talks to drive 
home the message that 
Halloween is no excuse 
to misbehave. 

A spokesperson 
said: “All the efforts 
paid off as, for the sec¬ 
ond year running, the 
number of incidents 
recorded has never 
been so low.” 

Superintendent Paul 
James, head of opera¬ 
tions for Bridgend and 
the Vale, said: 
“Operation BANG, the 
multi-agency initiative 
that runs over the 
Hallowe’en and 
Bonfire Night period, 
has allowed us to 
ensure the safety of 
our communities once 


again at this busy time 
of year. It is an apt 
title as BANG stands 
for ‘Be A Nice Guy’, 
and encourages good 
citizenship and respon¬ 
sible celebrations over 
the Halloween and 
Bonfire Night period. 

“With incidents of 
anti-social behaviour 
more than halved com¬ 
pared to last year, we 
want to thank all of 
our communities for 
their co-operation; and 
remind individuals 
that anti-social behav¬ 
iour, or any other 
criminal activity, will 
not be tolerated under 
any circumstances.” 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 

I Oil^ GoS/ Boiler 
^ and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 


Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out service 


& Gas Bottles 




We repair toilets, sinks, baths, 
showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 
towel rails, cylinders, water 
tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 
renewable energy, electrical 

24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 


I 


Domestic & Commercial 
Fault finding service 
Full re-wires 
New fuse boards 
PAT testing 
Insurance work etc. 




Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk 


^^9^Val^Biisines^Park^lando^^Ni^owbridge^F7^7P^ 


OPEN:! 

Sam 
’til 5pm I 
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Lifelong carer Tracey 
wins her own ‘Oscar’ 



Brynna ’s Tracey Morgan with her ‘Oscar ’ 
for the care work she provides over 
Bridgend, the Vale and west Wales. 


A HEALTH care 
support worker 
whose childhood 
dream was to 
spend her life look¬ 
ing after others has 
won a top accolade 
at the Wales Care 
Awards - consid¬ 
ered the ‘Care 
Oscars’ - at a glit¬ 
tering ceremony in 
Cardiff. 

From the age of just 
10, Tracey Morgan was 
a volunteer helper at 
her local elderly per¬ 
sons home. Eventually, 
she was able to go into 
caring as a full-time 
career and it is her 
supreme dedication to 
the job that has seen her 
honoured. 

Tracey (42), who 
lives in Brynna, 
Pontyclun, works in the 
Vale, Bridgend and 
west Wales, supporting 
clients - mainly chil¬ 
dren and young adults - 
with varying disabilities 
and needs. 

She took bronze in 
‘The Peter Clarke 
Award for Promoting 
Excellence in Services 
for Children and Young 
People’, sponsored by 
City & Guilds. 

After leaving school 
at 16, Tracey had a 
number of factory jobs 
before landing the role 
she really wanted, as a 


care assistant at a nurs¬ 
ing home in Porthcawl. 

In 2006, she joined 
April Complete Care 
Solutions, based in 
Bridgend, as a support 
worker covering an 
enormous patch that 
often sees her driving 
400 miles a week, sup¬ 
plying her own fuel, to 
travel to clients. 

She sometimes 
works seven days a 
week because she finds 
the job so rewarding. 

One young man with 
learning disabilities 
who she has looked 


after for the past four 
years describes her 
quite simply as his 
“rock”, because he has 
grown to depend on her 
so much. 

Tracey, who has been 
married to her husband 
David for 19 years, 
said: “I had always 
wanted to do care work 
because I just love 
looking after people. 

“I help my clients 
with all kinds of things 
from dressing to taking 
them on outings. I 
sometimes work seven 
days a week and drive 


hundreds of miles a 
week to help my 
clients. 

“Just to see a smile 
on their faces shows me 
I have helped them and 
is all the reward I need. 

“I can’t believe I 
have won bronze in for 
the Wales Care Awards. 
I think all carers do a 
good job but it is nice 
to be thought of in this 
way.” 

Nominating Tracey 
for the awards, her 
manager Wendy 
Duckworth said of her: 
“We received an over¬ 
whelming amount of 
support when mention¬ 
ing this nomination to 
her clients and co¬ 
workers. 

“They all agree that 
Tracey is deserving of 
such recognition for the 
tremendous job that she 
does.” 

At the presentation 
ceremony the winners 
were presented with 
awards by the Welsh 
Government’s Deputy 
Minister for Health and 
Social Services, 

Gwenda Thomas AM. 

The event was com¬ 
pered by BBC news¬ 
reader Lucy Owen, with 
entertainment from the 
talented mezzo-soprano, 
Sioned Terry. 


HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 
ENTITLED TO 
COMPENSATION: 



DID YOU 
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CALL FREE 
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HEARING TEST 
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NEWS FROM THE BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Pupils put on a demo evening 



Headteacher Mr McNamara took the 
opportunity to watch the presentations 
and chat to parents and carers. 



Protective goggles on for a quick science 
demonstration... 



BARRY Comprehensive School’s 
year-7 students recently welcomed 
their parents/guardians and fami¬ 
lies to the annual ‘pupil progress 
presentation evening’. 

During the evening, boys made pre¬ 
sentations to demonstrate the progress 
that they have made since joining the 
school in September. Students were 
asked to focus on English, Maths and 
a subject of their choice. 

Parental involvement in learning is 
vital in ensuring students achieve at 
their highest level. As part of this 
school/home partnership, parents 


were asked to note targets for 
improvement and support materials 
were available to make sure the whole 
family can join-in and make the most 
of the learning opportunities avail¬ 
able. 

As part of the school’s drive to 
raise standards, the evening was fully 
evaluated. Here are just some of the 
comments from parents and carers: 

“The evening was very well organ¬ 
ised and very informative. ” 

“I am very impressed with Joe’s 
progress and enthusiasm to learn. 
Thank you. ” 


Vale MP’s support for 
20mph speed limit 


ALUN CAIRNS is 
backing a new 
national campaign 
appealing to drivers 
and authorities to 
GO 20 

http://www.go20. org, 
to bring about a 2012 
legacy of safe walking 
and cycling for all. 

Brake, the road safety 
charity, alongside a GO 
20 coalition, is appeal¬ 
ing to drivers to slow 
down to 20mph around 
homes, schools and 
shops. The coalition is 
also calling for 20mph 
limits to become the 
norm across built-up 
areas, so children and 
adults can walk and 
cycle for their health 
and enjoyment without 
being or feeling endan¬ 
gered. 

Mr Cairns heard that 
from a survey of 506 
children in Wales, by 
Brake and partners 
Brain Injury Group and 
Specsavers, that three in 


four children said driv¬ 
ers need to slow down 
around their home and 
school. The children 
said they would be able 
to walk and cycle more 
if roads in their commu¬ 
nities were safer. 

The MP explained: 

“I want the Vale to be as 
healthy, happy, and 
friendly as possible for 
everyone who lives 
here, and slowing down 
to 20mph around 
schools, shops, and 
homes will help us to 
achieve that. 

“It will also help us 
to prevent devastating 
casualties on our roads, 
which cause terrible suf¬ 
fering to the families 
affected. That’s why I’m 
getting behind the GO 
20 campaign and show¬ 
ing my support for Road 
Safety Week. 

“Residents across the 
Vale deserve as many 
opportunities as possible 
to get active outside. 


and to not be endan¬ 
gered while they’re on 
foot and bicycle. I am 
pleased to work along¬ 
side Brake to make that 
a reality.” 

Julie Townsend, 
deputy chief executive 
at Brake, added: 
“Anyone who drives 
can help bring this 
about: pledge to GO 20 
around homes, schools 
and shops, even where 
the limit’s still 30: 
you’ll be helping to pro¬ 
tect people around you, 
and you’ll hardly notice 
the difference to your 
journey. 

“We’re also calling 
on more authorities to 
recognise the benefits of 
20mph limits, and the 
huge demand for safe 
walking and cycling, 
and GO 20.” 

Anyone can pledge 
their support for GO 20 
and safer walking and 
cycling at go20.org. 


St Brides goes 
‘pyjamas’ for 
Children in Need! 



CHILDREN at St 
Brides Major CAV 
Primary School 
went ‘pyjamas’ last 
Friday, in aid of 
Children in Need. 

Everyone, including 
staff, came to school in 
their pyjamas and dress¬ 
ing gowns and teddies. It 
was a fun-packed day 
and the children raised a 
wonderful £340. 

The school is holding 
an autumn open day 
today (November 22). 

On Saturday, 

November 24, the school 
choir will be performing 
at the Christmas Tree 
Eestival in Holy Cross 
Church, Cowbridge at 
10.30am and would be 
delighted to have a big 
audience for this festive 
occasion. 

Life at St Brides, as 
always, is extremely 
busy but lots of fun! 

CM 



Demonstrating some ICT skills. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Garden waste 
collections 

THE Vale Council is reminding residents 
that the final day this year for its fort¬ 
nightly kerbside garden waste collections 
is November 30. 

The council’s ring and request service will take 
its place from December 3 until February 22, and 
residents should call the council’s contact centre. 
Contact One Vale, on 01446 700111 to arrange for 
garden waste to be collected. 

The kerbside collection service will resume on 
February 25, 2013. 

‘Thank you’ 
from charity 

DIXON J Dagg and Valerie Ellis would 
like to thank all those who supported their 
recent cheese and wine party in aid of the 
Joshua Foundation - both businesses who 
donated items to auction and those who 
attended and made contributions. 

About £700 was raised on the night. 

PACT meetings 

BUTTRILLS PACT will be at the Philip John 
Community Room, Barry Library, on Monday, 
November 26 at 6.30pm. 

COURT PACT will be at Ilminster Scout Hall on 
Thursday, November 29 at 6pm. 

CORNERSWELL PACT will be at Fairfield 
Primary School, Dryden Road, Penarth, on 
Thursday, November 29 at 6pm. 

GIBBONSDOWN PACT will be at Fairfield 
Primary School, Dryden Road, Penarth, on 
Thursday, November 29 at 6pm. 


Readers’ photographs 
wanted to showcase 
the Vale’s beauty 




TWO readers have 
submitted photo¬ 
graphs showing the 
beautiful sights the 
Vale has to offer, lead¬ 
ing The GEM to ask 
other readers to con¬ 
tinue the trend. 

Porthcawl photogra¬ 
pher Malcolm Nugent 
sent his photograph in 
after walking down the 
Heritage pathway. 

He said: “I took this 
on the road down from 
the Plough and Harrow 
towards the coast, 
between Southerndown 
and the lighthouse at 
Nash Point. 

“I had no idea that 
this wonderful scenery 
existed there. A mill- 


stream with a derelict 
mill, even in late 
autumn, makes a fab 
composition.” 

GEM reader Philip 
Brown also sent in a 
beautiful photo of the 
sunset over his house in 
Barry. 

He said: “I took the 
picture at dusk last 
Saturday (November 17) 
as the sun was disap¬ 


pearing with a dramatic 
effect, taken from my 
back garden in Barry.” 

The GEM would like 
to see further photo¬ 
graphs from readers out 
and about, showcasing 
the beautiful scenery 
available in the Vale. 
Email them to: gemedi- 
torial @ tindlenews. co. uk 
for consideration. 
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SAXONYS, BERBERS, TWISTS, WILTONS, SHAG PILE & MORE 


HUGE CHOICE IN STORE NOW - HURRY DON7 MISS OUT! 
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LAMINATE 

DEPARTMENT 
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100$ OF 
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IN STORE NOW 
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DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLICI 
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Dolls House show 
was a great success 


I am pleased to report that, once 
again, the Mid Glamorgan 
Dolls House and Miniaturists 
Group show in Cowbridge was a 
big success. 

We had quite a good attendance, 
helped by advance publicity given by 
The GEM. 


We are now able to send a cheque 
to the Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospital 
appeal for £1,100. 

This sum has been rounded up with 
contributions from our club. 

Once again, many thanks for your 
help in publicising our show. 

ROBIN TYLER, 

(Hon Show Secretary). 


Dinas Windows wish all our 

1,674 customers this year - a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 


1 DOORS 


WINDOWS 


CONSERVATORIES 


^ ^ \ '.1 ‘ ^ 

Y: ; Oof 




Call now for our Christmas offers on 01446 749055 
Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 
1221 Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate ___ 

MM Cardiff Road, Barry 

WkM ■■■ www.dinaswindows.co.uk 


Man brings the 
to a digital audience 


FOR one Llantwit 
Major man, tech¬ 
nology has finally 
caught up with an 
idea that he had 


many years ago. 

As a result, Chris 
Perry is producing a ver¬ 
sion of The Bible that is 
designed to be read and 
easily understood on an 
iPad. 

To go with the words, 
he has also selected 
around 80 ‘inspirational 
photographs’ - many 
taken here in the Vale. 

Chris told The GEM: 
“I have long felt that, 
when people read the 
Bible for the first time, 
they are put off by all the 
headings, and by the way 
it is broken down into 
verses. 

“I conceived the idea 
of an ‘Uncluttered Bible’ 
where the words flowed 
more easily. To do this, I 
removed the headings 
and verse numbers, and 
wrote short connecting 
pieces to link the prose.” 

He has even engaged 
Stephen Martin, a Welsh 
composer of praise and 
worship music, to pro¬ 
vide background music. 

It helps that Chris has 
spent most of his work¬ 
ing life using up-to-date 
Information Technology, 
and has, indeed, been an 
IT trainer, working for 
clients such as Motorola, 
British Airways and the 


MoD. He is now settled 
in Llantwit Major, hav¬ 
ing married Lyn, a 
Llantwit girl. 

Lor Chris, who is now 
58, the seeds of the idea 
were planted when he 
was 18, shortly after he 
embraced religion. 

He said: “I was sitting 
in my parents’ garden 
and became aware of the 
presence of God. It was 
as simple as that. 

“My parents were not 
particularly religious, but 
my life changed from 
that moment.” 

Until then, the most 
unusual feature of Chris’ 
life had been the amount 
of travelling he had done. 

His father was an 
engineer who married a 
Bridgend beauty queen, 
and Chris was born in the 
town. 

However, his father’s 
work took him to South 
Africa for quite some 
time, and then on to vari¬ 
ous parts of India. 

It was while they were 
in India that one remark¬ 
able thing happened. 
Chris’ mother was return¬ 
ing home (with Chris) 
when they missed their 
flight. 

That plane crashed 
and Mrs Perry, from that 
point on, insisted on trav¬ 
elling around the world 
by ship. 

The family returned to 
Bridgend in the late 60s, 
taking a boat from South 


ABOVE: Chris Perry, with his 
^Uncluttered Bible ^ on his iPad. 


Africa, and Chris went to 
Bridgend Boys Grammar 
School (now Brynteg 
Comprehensive). 

Religion played little 
part in his life, and golf 
took up a fair bit of his 
time, as he made an early 
impact by winning the 
Glamorgan Boys 

Championship at the age 
of 15. 

So, that religious 
experience in his garden 
at the age of 18 came 
right out of the blue but, 
when he studied the 
Bible, it set in motion an 
idea that has taken 40 
years to come to fruition. 

He said: “I was read¬ 


ing the New Testament 
book of Romans, and 
was drawn to chapter 12. 
At one point, it says 
“therefore” and this 
refers to information in 
chapter 11. 

“I felt that I had never 
heard chapter 12 
explained in its proper 
context - and it started a 
passion to ‘unclutter’ the 
Bible for easier under¬ 
standing.” 

Chris set to work on 
this long project, using 
the World English Bible, 
modernised to the 
American Standard of 
1901. 

He showed his manu¬ 


script to clergymen, and 
the response was good. 
Chris said: “One pastor 
told me that he was see¬ 
ing things from God’s 
perspective in a way he 
had never seen before. 

“I thought: ‘Oh, some¬ 
thing is happening here. 
It’s not just an idea in my 
own heart and mind.” 

In 2007, he 
approached an American 
publishing company, 
who were keen, but there 
were funding and copy¬ 
right issues. 

This changed with the 
arrival of Apple’s iPad, 
and Chris’ Uncluttered 
Bible is now available, 
with the Book of John 
free so that readers can 
decide if they like it. 

Chris said: “Anyone 
interested should go into 
iTunes and select iTunes 
Store, and then type in 
Uncluttered Bible. 

“It will come up, 
either as the free down¬ 
load of the Gospel of 
John or Uncluttered 
Bible, which gives an 
option to download a free 
sample or the 
Uncluttered Bible onto 
their iPad.” 

Lor further informa¬ 
tion, e-mail: 

chris@chrisperrycon- 

sultancy.com 

PHILIP IRWIN 


72 

































Thursday, November 22nd, 2012 


wwwJacebook.com/slamorsansem • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 17 



by LEIGH GRUFFYDD 
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Elaine Jones Interiors 

- Bring Style Home 



Christmas Preview 

Friday 30th November (10am - 7pm) 
Saturday 1st December (10am - 5pm) 

• Inspirational Christmas Gifts & Decorations 

• Exclusive Home Accessories 

• Gift Vouchers 

• Bespoke Curtains, Blinds & Headboards 

• Lighting, Mirrors, Carpeting, Curtain Poles 

• Ask relatives & friends to pop in and make 
up their Christmas wish list (makes life so 
much easier) 

No 4 Wine Street, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 IRZ 

(In the historic heart of Llantwit Major, 
a short distance from the Town Hall.) 

Telephone: 07957- 312 485 



? ®*"jf(oh)er ^()op 

The Florist for all occasions! 

Bouquets. Arrangements. 
Hand‘Tied. Holly Wreaths and 
Christmas Decorations 
01446 792264 
2 Barons Close House, 

East Street, Llantwit Major 
Check out our gift range too... 

Orders now being taken for Christmas 
Delivery service available 

Nerry Christmas to all our customers! 



.\wel uii 

Htr-iirl' I 

“4 warm and homely 
& environment for young adults 
with learning disabilities and/or 
a mental health diagnosis” 

NEW SENSORY ROOM 

Following the continued success of our 
residential and day services we have 
launched our “state of the art” self-contained 
sensory and music therapy room. 

• Individual session programmes with 
people of all ages. 

• Group sessions for Schools, 

Community Houses & Day Centres. 

• Sensory Room also available for rental. 

For details/bookings please contact 
Kay on 07595 263194 or 
. Jo on 07590 893964 


LLANTWIT ‘ON THE UP’ 
AND EXPECTING A BUMPER 
CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR 


TRADERS in 
Llantwit Major are 
gearing up for a 
busy Christmas, 
including the cus¬ 
tomary light 
switch-on ceremo¬ 
ny, as they believe 
the town is “on the 
up” - according to 
one who has invest¬ 
ed in a new larger 
premisis. 

Llantwit is home to a 
host of stores offering a 
full range of special sur¬ 
prises for the loved ones 
in your life. Whether it’s 
a unique gift for mum, a 
must-have accessory for 
the daughter, or even a 
home makeover for 
yourself, there is plenty 
of choice available. 

The Sewing Box has 
recently moved to new 
premisis on The Precinct 
and according to owner 
Stephen, it is: “To all 
intents and purposes a 
new shop - bigger, 
brighter and better”. 

Providing quality cur¬ 
tains and wool, their reg¬ 
ular curtain suppliers 
such as Belford and 
Prestigious are now 
complemented by the 
likes of Sanderson and 
William Morris. Rowan 
Yarn also joins their full 
range of wool. 

Stephen continued: 
“Llantwit is on the up, 
and that’s why we 
invested in a new unit. 
We want to show our 
commitment to the peo¬ 
ple of Llantwit as we are 
very grateful. 

“We sell the same 
curtains and wool as the 
supermarkets, but cheap¬ 
er. We check prices 
locally and online, and 
this is to reward cus¬ 
tomer loyalty - our all¬ 
year-round special 
offer.” 

They also offer pro¬ 
fessional curtains and 
clothing alterations, and 
full home measuring and 
fittings - including 20 
samples to peruse. 

Another retailer with 
big news. Pastures 
Green, have just cele¬ 
brated 25 years in busi¬ 
ness - “A great achieve¬ 
ment in the current cli¬ 
mate”, according to 
owner Kathy. 

They offer a full 
range of flowers and 
greenery, and a big range 
of Christmas features for 
the home, such as 
Yankee Candles and 
“very upmarket” 
Ashleigh and Burwood 
of London fragrance 
lamps. 

Part of the Interflora 
setup, they can deliver 
anywhere in the world, 
and there is plenty to 
calm husbands hunting 



Rayleigh Granelli, Gordon Taylor and Hollie Billington 
don their pyjamas to New Hope for Children in Need. 

for their wives and busi- you choose the coloured written on for years so 
cotton balls you want 
and add to the cable to 
create the mood you 
require. 

Culinary and kitchen¬ 
ware has a rustic feel, 
while the lighting and 
cushions available can 
spruce up any home. 

The fantastic range of 
men’s gifts includes 
books, clocks, cocktail 
shakers, flasks, beer 
holders and cufflinks. As 
owner Nicola says: 

“We’re not just a girly 
shop! 

“Regulars come in 
knowing I am an interior 
journalist and they can 
ask advice and pick my 
brains. All the brands we 



ness owners wishing to 
thank their staff. 

Kathy added: “We 
would really like to 
thank the local commu¬ 
nity for all their support 
over the past 25 years.” 

If unique is what you 
are looking for, then 
House Envy could be 
the place for you. 
Whether you are “keep¬ 
ing ahead of the trends” 
or looking for that rustic 
feel, this modem-look¬ 
ing venue in Bo vert on 
(opposite the Boverton 
Castle pub) could be 
right up your street. 

There’s Scandinavian 
‘Nordic-style’ Christmas 
decorations, or ‘Cable 


we have really good 
relationships with them.” 

House Envy are also 
trying to get their new 
website live as soon as 
possible, so keep an eye 
out! 

Alternatively, why not 
spmce up your home, or 
that of a close acquain¬ 
tance? Elaine Jones 
Interiors are new in 
town and here to help 
out. 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 18 


Janet and John Moisan have had a huge 
hand in planning the big lights switch-on 
again this year. 


and Cotton’ lights, where sell I’ve known and 


ANDY CARS 

of Llantwit Major 
and COWBRIDGE | 
Private Hire Taxis 



Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts •4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andrew.brownOl @ 
btconnect.com 1 


Ensure you 
enjoy the 
festive 
celebrations 
to the limit 
and not over 
the limit! 



NADOLIG LIAWEN from ^ 

Chocolate Box 

3 East Street, 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Continental & British Chocolates, 
Greeting Cards, Jewellery, Gifts & Novelties 

Exclusive, hand-made, Belgian chocolates plus 
diabetic chocolates, biscuits and preserves too! 

• Large range of Welsh gifts • Welsh language cards 

PROBABLY THE BEST SELECTION OF 
CARDS AND CHOCOLATE IN TOWN! 

Tel: 01446 792196 

^ Compulsory Browsing since 1997... ^ 


Clare Hingott 

& The Graham Watkins Trio 
present 

LADIES OF SWING 

Saturday 1st December @ 7.30 pm 
St Donats Arts Centre 
www.stdonats.com/0l446 799 100 
TICKETS; &10-&14 


Returning to St Donats 
with a sparkling 
programme of Great 
American Songbook 
Standards sung by such 
greats as EUa Fitzgerald, 
Billie Holiday, Peggy Lee 
and Stacey Kent - a 
celebration of the 
power and the glory 
of the female voice, 
creating something 
unforgettable. 



Local Pick-Up Pcints... 


Coach Tours 1 

171 

Wlflk 

Discounted Designer Outlets - Weekh 

LPon. 

BiC6St6r Outlot from 24th November 



Bicester village is heme tc ever 130 designer cutlet bcutiques set arcund 
delightful epen-air pedestrianised streets, effering up tc 60 per cent eff previcus 
seasens’ ccllecticns frem the wcrid leading fashicn and lifestyle brand names. 
Set in Oxfordshire, clcse tc the idyllic Cctswclds. Many cf the ccuntry’s mest 
prestigicus hctels and restaurants are clcse by, including the twe Michelin 
starred Le Mancir aux Quaf Saisens as well as seme cf the ccuntry’s finest cul¬ 
tural landmarks such as the university city cf Oxford and the Wcrid Heritage site 
Blenheim Palace - birthplace cf Sir Winsten Churchill. 



Bath 



Bath Christmas Market 130 quaint weeden stalls line the squares and 
streets surreundings the impressive Bath Abbey, selling everything ycu 
cculd pcssibly need for ycur festive celebraticns. With designer bcu- 
tiques all arcund, ycu can’t fail tc find everything ycu are Iccking for. 

BiriTlil1Qh8ITI celebrating its 10th anniversary, Birmingham’s 
Frankfurt Christmas Market has beceme a huge faveurite with beth 
residents and visiters tc the city frem all ever the UK and Eurepe. 

Cembined with the city’s cwn Christmas Craft Fair cf focal traders, it 
effers a tctal cf ever 180 stalls tc brewse and enjey. 



Monthly Shopper 


Calais & Belgium 

1^441 


Why net stcck up for Christmas and make fantastic savings with Duty Free 
Wines, Spirits, Beers and all Tcbaccc prcducts. Plus fabulcus savings cn per¬ 
fumes, make-up, ccsmetics and lets mere for this special lew price. Beck ycur 
seat early. (Make sure ycu have a current passpert). 




Discounted Designer Dutiets... City Tours... 
fv. ; Continentai Shopping Trips... 

Coaches, Minibus, Limo Hire... 

^ Tel 01446 773541 / 02920 531033 
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Llantwit Major Limelight 
This Christmas 


. i * -tv Mfli 




HOU5E3NVY 

I Boverton Brook Shops, 
Llantwit Major CF61 ITY 

01446 795594 

hello@house-envy.co.uk 

www.house-envy.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 17 

Located on Wine 
Street, just past The Old 
Swan and The White 
Hart, there are lots of 
gift ideas - vouchers, 
lighting, hand-made 
curtains and blinds, 
lamps - anything for 
the home from small 
decorations to a re¬ 
design: accessories “to 
bring the style home”, 
as Elaine puts it. 

“We’re in the heart of 
old Llantwit. It’s a bit 
of a fancy shop - looks 
old fashioned from the 
outside but with a mod¬ 
ern feel.” 

A showroom more 
than a shop, it is open 
on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays, while 
the rest of the week 
Elaine can be found in 
clients’ houses via 
appointments - check¬ 
ing what they want and 
discussing how to do it. 

She has a ‘fabric 
library’ available to find 
material/mirrors/light¬ 
ing customers want, and 
takes them in to the 


home to check they are 
suitable. 

Elaine will be host¬ 
ing a ‘Christmas gift 
open weekend’ on 
Friday and Saturday, 
November 30- 
December 1, with late 
opening on Thursday, 
November 29, so pop in 
and see what she can do 
for your home - drinks 
and nibbles available. 

For the IT lovers in 
your life, PC of Mind 
stock a range of tablets 
ready for Christmas - 
the “in thing” this year 
according to owner 
Richard Steele. 

The Windows 8 oper¬ 
ating system is also 
expected to be a hit this 
year, with the shop 
offering Windows 7 or 
8 on all new towers - as 
it is “very fast”, and it’s 
a good idea to “upgrade 
from Vista because it’s 
very cheap at the 
moment”. 

They also make tow¬ 
ers for gaming lovers, 
can source parts for 
custom-made PCs, and 
there is also a full range 



Nicky Foster with Health Conscious’ range 
of chocolate Christmas treats. 



01446 7%582 
07854 168459 


Hair Styling • Patterns 
Hot Towel Shaves 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm; Sat 8.30am-3.30 
Commercial Street, Llantwit Major 

Ben and Luke wish all of their customers/ 
friends a very merry Christmas! 


of repairs offered on 
PCs and laptops. 

Health Conscious 
offer a range of choco¬ 
lates - Fairtrade, Vegan, 
soya-free, gluten-free 
and dairy-free - for the 
sweet-toothed members 
of the family, while 
their Christmas bathing 
essential gift sets are 
Parabens-free and 
Sodium Laurel 
Sulphate-free. 

As owner Nicky 
says, they’re: “Natural 
things without any nas¬ 
ties”. 

Nicky can also offer 
advice on how to stay 
healthy over the festive 
period, so pop in to find 
out how. 

Fashion fiends need 
look no further than Rio 
- who offer their usual 
vast range of garments, 
complemented by a 
tremendous amount of 
gifts and accessories - 
sterling silver, jew¬ 
ellery, handbags, purses 
and scarves. 

Knitwear can provide 
the perfect gift for 
grandparents, with 
“pretty-coloured 
jumpers and cardigans” 
being popular as “we 
don’t do black”, accord¬ 
ing to owner Tina 
Morgan. 



Providing 
advice 
and quality 
products for 
your health... 


mcm 


• Organic Foods • Vitamins & Suppiements 

• Naturai Baby Care • Sports Suppiements 

• Naturai Skincare • Naturai Products 

• Organic Home Care • Heaithy Snacks 

Natural skincare gifts ' 
and dairy-free treats! 

Call in for free, professional advice... 

4, The Precinct, Llantwit Major 
_ 01446 795 121 ^ 


vvww.healthconscious.org.uk 




‘iMs Cftristmas at 


‘kgstmrmt 


iCCtud’s 216 and^ar 
k 'Panttf THetm 


STARTERS 


Carpaccio 
Welsh Dragon Pate 
llltud’s 216 Christmas Soup (V) 
Smoked Scottish Salmon 
Potted North Atlantic Prawns 
and Crab Meat 
Pant y Gawn Goat Cheese 
and Tomato Tart (V) 

MAINS 

Traditional Christmas Turkey 
Pan Fried Salmon Steak 
‘Hollandaise’ 


Porchetta 


Roasted Sirloin of Welsh Beef 
Roasted Leg of Black 
Mountain Lamb 
Honey Glazed Roasted Root 
Vegetables Pie (V) 

PUDDINGS 
Finest Old Fashioned 
Christmas Pudding 
Chocolate Mousse 
Original Austrian Apple Strudel 
llltud’s 216 Berry Trifle 
Rich Bread & Butter Pudding 
Grand Marnier Brulee 

3 Course Lunch Mon to Thurs £15.50 / Fri to Sat £16.50 
3 Course Dinner Mon to Thurs £23.50 / Fri to Sat £26.50 




Christmas Party bookings of 4 or more enjoy a 
complimentary bottle of house wine with this 
advert cutting until Christmas Eve 


X 


There are also furs 
and leather coats, which 
are: “beautiful as bigger 
gifts”. 

If you fancy nourish¬ 
ment after all that shop¬ 
ping, head down to 
llltud’s 216 on Church 
Street. They offer two- 
course or three-course 
options on food for 
Christmas parties; cus¬ 
tomers can also pop in 
off the street to take 
advantage of their fes¬ 
tive delights. 

On Christmas Day 
they will be offering a 
five-course Gala lunch, 
while New Year’s Eve 
sees a disco and buffet 
made available, with 
Georg and Einar wel¬ 
coming all with a DJ, 
prizes and quiz taking 
place. 

This year, the big 
light switch-on takes 
place on December 8, in 
the old town around the 
Cenotaph between 3pm 
and 6pm, when the 
lights are switched on. 

Organised by the 
Llantwit Major 
Illuminations 
Committee, sponsored 
by the Vale Council and 
the town council, plus a 
grant from Community 
Chest, and a partnership 
between the town coun¬ 
cil and the Chamber of 
Trade, there will be 
entertainment from 
4pm-6pm, and stalls in 
the town hall selling 
festive home-made gifts 
and promoting charities 
and small societies. 

CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 19 


Richard and Craig of PC of Mind. 


SLOANgCe 

Unique Gifts for Her... 
on your doorstep! 



Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 
Sunday 10.30 am - 3.30pm 

Gift Vouchers available 
We sell nothing over £40! 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1 DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook/ , 
SloanandCompany 



CHURCH STREET, LLANTWIT MAJOR, Cr61 ISB 
Tel. 01446 793800 www.illtuds216.co.uk 







An extensive library of books, DVDs, CDs - plus a 
wide range of ladiesVmen’s fashions and shoe display. 

‘^Blessed Christmas and 
Happy New year to all 
our customers from 
Gordon^ Heather^ 

HolUe, Megan and 
all our volunteers. 

New and As New Stock - Quality Assured!’ 
Plenty to see, plenty to buy all at bargain prices 
East Street (Main Street) LLANTWIT MAJOR 

For collections, please telephone: 01446 796633 (Day) 
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Uantwit Maior Umelight 
This Christmas 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Pastures Green proprietors Kathy Coates 
and daughter Joanne David are celebrating 
their 25th anniversary this week! 


Specialist Furniture Painter 
Transformation & Restoration 
Kitchen Cabinets Hand painted 


07887 » 651598 


Call Sara Llewellyn for your Free Estimate 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 18 

There is a minimal 
charge for stalls, and 
anyone is welcome to 
have one. 

The lantern parade 
will take place at 
5.30pm, walking from 
the rugby club to the 
town, sponsored by the 
illuminations committee. 
It will be in aid of cystic 
fibrosis, and supervised 
by police. 

Lantern workshops 
take place on December 
2, and you can email 
Lucy Thomas at: 
no wmrsthomas @ btinter- 
net.com for more infor¬ 
mation. 

The town’s Christmas 
tree will be sited in the 
town square near the 
Old White Hart public 
house; donated by the 
Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce. 

Stagedoor 1 have 
been confirmed to per¬ 
form, while other choirs 
will also hopefully be 
performing. Santa will 
be in his grotto in The 
Old White Hart, made 
possible by Graham 
Morgan, with soup 
available. 

A grant from HSBC 
has also enabled the pur¬ 
chasing of new lights - 


arranged by Vale MP 
Alun Cairns. 

Young racing 
‘celebrity’ Nancy 
Thomas, a regular in the 
pages of The GEM, with 
her father pushing her 
buggy around various 
courses, will be switch¬ 
ing the lights on this 
year. 

Contact Janet Moisan 
on 07845 161643 for 
more information and to 
book a stall. 

The Swan Inn will 
also be prominent in the 
switch-on, hosting stalls 
in their beer garden, and 
providing a hog roast 
and mulled wine. 

They are helping to 
provide a stage for live 
music with The White 
Hart, and are arranging 
live music in the 
evening after the lights 
come on. 

They are currently 
taking Christmas book¬ 
ings for groups, couples 
and families, and are 
open between 12 noon 
and 2pm on Christmas 
Day to serve drinks 
only. Then comes their 
famed Irish brunch on 
Boxing Day for those 
who don’t want to step 
into the kitchen again. 
CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 20 



The Sewing Box welcomes some new top 
brands to their new store on The Precinct 


PASTURES GREEN 


Celebrate 25 years... 

More than just a florist 
Come and see our new \ 

range of Christmas Gifts! ^ 



4 Poundfield, Uantwit Major, CFG 1 1DL 

Td. 01446 793052 www.pasturesgreenflorist.co.uk 


Books make ideal Christmas presents for both family 
and friends. We have a wide range in stock - including 
children’s books, novels, local history, hobbies, cookery, 
biography, sport - many at bargain prices, and offer a 
next-day book-ordering service for items not in stock. 
Special promotion of new and best-selling 
titles at 20% off, including all hardback 
books in our Christmas catalogue 
www.nicklebysbookstore.co.uk 
01446 795166 

6 Poundfield Precinct, LLANTWIT MAJOR 




'Menu 

PREPARED 
BUTCHERY CUT 


SIDE ni5» \ 


DESSERT 

AND A BO IILL 
OF WINE 

ALL FOR £10 


Persofw miaibe orwcr pje aor cl fr purchMD AiooNil m p»oricD:b Tr»r - .-n fTU0»M Mm vq, Wnt in ! ^ -)t •w»gt ep ls .wy t. pork 
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Uantwit Mfl/'or Limelight 
This Christmas 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



The new wool range in The Sewing Box. 


ABOVE: 

Sarah Thomas of The Flower Shop, which 
also has an array of gifts this season. 


Elaine Jones Interiors, at 4 Wine Street 
in oldLlantwit, hosts a fabric library’ 
where customers can search for 
exactly what they require. 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 19 

Bookings are being 
taken already, with cus¬ 
tomers advised to book 
early due to popular 
demand. 

Manager Sean 
Murphy would like to 
thank his customers for 
their continued support 
- and wish everyone a 
“Merry Christmas”! 

For something a lit¬ 
tle different, there is 
also the New Hope 
charity shop, who have 
organised a Christmas 
draw - ‘Guess My 
Name’. 

The lucky winner 
will receive a £50 cash 
prize and, of course, 
the soft toy dog! 

Owner Gordon said: 
“We are hoping to 
repeat this in the new 
year on a monthly 
basis, starting off with 
a £100 cash prize. If 
successful, we hope to 
increase that.” 

On Friday November 
16, for Children in 


Need, some staff had a 
pyjama day and donat¬ 
ed the takings to the 
charity. This came to 
£196.40; however, that 
wasn’t enough for New 
Hope, who matched it 
and rounded it up to 
£400. 


0 


If you're looking to buy or 
sell your home in the 
Vale of Glamorgan choose 
Make Your Move Estate Agents! 

Extensive database of purchasers matched 
directly to your property. 
Preferential rates & solicitors designed to 
move you quickly. 

Knowledgeable & friendly staff to help you 
every step of the way. 

Call us on 01446 794433 
or visit mymea.co.uk now, 
you'll be glad you did! 


call in to the office at 

Bank House, East Street, 
Llantwit Major CF61 1XY 

or caii 

01446 790474 

Local family business established in 1963 


Comparing 
us could save 
you money! 

We specialise in: 

• Car insurance 

• Motorcycle insurance 

• Boat insurance 

• Caravan insurance 

• Property/Landlords Insurance 

• Commercial Vehicle insurance 

• Public Liability 
insurance 

• Household insurance 

• Business insurance 

• Motortrade Insurance 

• Travel insurance 


I M 


9 - 


iihl <■ 


New Systems from £450 
Laptops from £360 
Idnlets from £135 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs and laptops also available 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 www.pcofmind.biz 




‘Drop-in’ Creche 

CotchUp 
^ SiPloy 

Western Vale Integrated Children’s Centre, Station Road, Llantwit Major 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

8 December 10am-2pm 

Llantonian Hall, behind the library, Llantwit 
Major. Children’s activities, stalls, food & drink. 

enquiries@catchupandplay.co.uk 
or call Sarah on 0789 444 5898 
www.catchupandplay.co.uk 
PLI www.facebook.corn/candpcreche 



Please feel free to contact us for a no obligation quote. 

Howell Insurance Services Ltd 
Island House, Colhugh Street, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glam, CF61 IRE 
Tel: 01446 792505 Fax: 01446 795452 
Email: info @ howellinsuranceservices.co.uk 
www.howellinsuranceservices.co.uk 

Howell Insurance Services Ltd are authorised and regulated by the FSA 


NEWLY REFURBISHED 

Coast Cafe 


BREAKFASTS 
from £3.95. 
Delicous home 
cooked LUNCHES 
from £4.50. 

DAILY SPECIALS 
plus self serve 
salad bar. 


Turkey 

BAGUETTES 
our seasonal 
favourite! 

Opening Hours: Mon - Sat 8.30am - 4.30pm 
Sundays 10-2pm - Breakfast/Brunches 
Evening Buffets ... 

Ideal for family celebrations 
and Christmas parties! 

Please call to book 


01446 793636 

Unit 10, Poundfields, LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Merry Christmas & a happy new year 
to all our valued customers! 




S Jamima Bridal 

Evening Gowns 

j 07845161643 

Janet@jamimabridal.co.uk 

I To get the party started... 

JB Menswear 

Formal, black tie attire 

07562 983328 

john @j amimabridal.co.uk 
w w w.facebook.com/j amimabridal 


rted... 

1 


BARONS CLOSE 

OFF LICENCE & 
CONVENIENCE STORE 

OFFERS: 

12 can pack of Carlsberg or Carling £8 
3 Bottles of Three Mills Wine 
only £10 


01446 679017 

Boverton Road, Llantwit Major 

CF61IXZ 


NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS AT 
EAGLESWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 


From tiny 
acorns... 


THE arrival of 60 
trees from the 
Woodlands Trust 
during the first 
week of this half 
term proved to be 
the perfect spring¬ 
board to re-launch 
our school bid for 
the Eco Schools 
Green Flag award. 

The school registered 
with the Woodlands 
Trust earlier in the year, 
and cherry, rowan and 
birch trees were deliv¬ 
ered to develop a copse. 

Pupils from the nurs¬ 
ery right up to year-6 
planted the saplings to 
coincide with World Day 
of Action. 

Also, the school’s 
nurture group, Eco 
Eagles, and our after 
school club planted 
saplings. The pupils will 
care for the trees for the 
next two years, finding 
out a wide variety of 
information, including 
growing conditions, leaf 
structure and habitats. 

After the two years is 
up, we hope to trans¬ 
plant these trees into the 
local community to 
enhance our landscape. 
Many of our former 
pupils will have fond 
memories of planting 
trees in the Lorna 
Hughes Memorial Park 

As well as those three 
varieties, an oak sapling, 
grown from an acorn 
harvested from the 
Royal Grounds, was 
planted by the head¬ 
teacher, Mr Watkins. 

Eagleswell Primary 
School is hoping to be 
taking delivery of a fur¬ 
ther 60 trees in March, 
in order to develop a 
hedgerow to attract 
wildlife into the school 
grounds. 

Many thanks to the 
Woodlands Trust for 
supplying the trees, and 
to Nicola Richards and 
Cath Miles for all their 
help with the planting. 

Part of the Eco 
Schools Green Flag sta¬ 
tus application process 
involved the selection of 
a new eco committee. 

Pupils from year-2 to 
year-6 had to show how 
committed they were to 
further promoting the 
Eco Schools’ message. 
Year 3-6 pupils had to 
complete application 
forms, outlining the 
qualities they felt were 
important to being part 
of the committee, and 
what they would like to 
achieve in their role as 
members. 

‘Switch Off 
Fortnight’ 

WE are currently 
undertaking a num¬ 
ber of projects, 
including ‘Switch 
Off Fortnight’ and 
‘Goodbye to 
Standby’. 

Switch Off Fortnight 
is a national initiative 
highlighting the fact that 
if we all used less elec¬ 
tricity, less greenhouse 
gases would be produced 
in order to supply that 
electricity. It began on 
Monday (November 19), 
and runs until Sunday, 
December 2. 



A pupil enjoys her 
tree planting. 


Assemblies at founda¬ 
tion phase and at Key 
Stage two highlighted 
the ways in which we 
can see the effects of cli¬ 
mate change and global 
warming. 

Examples of renew¬ 
able energy were dis¬ 
cussed, including 
whether we could have 
solar power for our 
school. 

All pupils are taking 
part in a project to try to 
reduce the amount of 
electricity that is wasted, 
both in school and at 
home. And, of course, 
it’s cheaper too! 

Children 
in Need 
On Friday, 
November 16, 
Eagleswell pupils 
arrived in an array 
of outfits, including 
pyjamas, football 
kits and favourite 
superheroes in aid 
of BBC Children in 
Need. 

Pupils brought in bags 
of pennies and tuppen¬ 
nies to place along corri¬ 
dors and walkways to 
create ‘a mile of pen¬ 
nies’. 

More than £200 was 
raised. Many thanks to 
the pupils and parents 
from Pudsey! 

Road safety 
week 

Last week, Mr John 
Rogers from the 
Vale Road Safety 
department came in 
to present uniforms 
and badges to this 
year’s junior road 
safety officers 
(JRSOs). 

Pupils from year-5 
and 6 were given the 
opportunity to apply. 
Five pupils were chosen; 
two from year-6 - 
Georgia Bingham and 
Jessica Fitzpatrick, and 
three from year-5 - Sean 
Renee, Libby Clarke and 
Tahnee Farman. 

Mr Rogers and Mrs 
Richardson, our JRSO 
co-ordinator, presented 
the JRSOs with their 
name badges, high visi¬ 
bility vests and a new 
addition for this year - 
woolly hats. 

To coincide with road 
safety week, the JRSOs 
spoke in assembly, rais¬ 
ing the awareness of 
staying safe on the 
roads, especially as it 
gets dark earlier. 

Many thanks to both 
Mr Rogers and Mrs 
Richardson. 
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Out and About with The Gl 



How to visit 
Santa on 
Reindeer Day 


THIS Sunday’s 
Reindeer Parade in 
Cowbridge has 
made a small 
change to the way 
Santa’s Grotto will 
operate. 

Because the attrac¬ 
tion has been so popu¬ 
lar in recent years, 
organisers have decid¬ 
ed that to avoid long 
queues, access to 
Santa’s Grotto will he 
hy ticket only. 

A spokesman for 
Cowhridge and 
Llantwit Major Lions, 
who organise the grot¬ 
to, explained: “The 
free tickets can he col¬ 
lected at the west 
entrance to the town 
hall on a ‘first come 
first served’ basis 


from Ham on the day. 

“Each ticket will 
grant access to one 
family but don’t delay, 
as the number of tick¬ 
ets is strictly limited, 
since Santa can only 
stay for a short time. 

“Santa will be in his 
Grotto between 
1.30pm and 4pm and 
tickets will be allocat¬ 
ed for slots between 
these times. 

“There will be no 
charge for the tickets, 
but if you enjoy the 
experience, a generous 
donation in support of 
the work of Lions 
would be much appre¬ 
ciated, using Gift Aid 
if possible.” 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 




i, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

vmw.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


(DM 

SONGWRITER, acoustic and 
electric guitarist, harmonica 
player and singer, Eddie Martin, 
who has been described as the 
‘‘most remarkable blues man of 
his generation”, appears at The 
King William IV in Barry at 8pm 
on Saturday (November 24). 

School fayre 

ROMILLY Primary School on 
Romilly Road, Barry, is holding 
its Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, November 24 (1pm- 
4pm), when Santa will be visit¬ 
ing, and there will be funfair 
games, raffles, bouncy castle, 
craft stalls and refreshments. 

All proceeds go towards items 
for the school, everyone is wel¬ 
come. 

Mount Pleasant 
table top sale 

A TABLE top sale will take 
place at Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church, Cadoxton, 
Barry, on Saturday, November 
24 from 2pm-4pm. 

Admission is free with free 
refreshments. Money raised will 
be given to friends and neigh¬ 
bours in the area who are strug¬ 
gling at this difficult time. 

Come and bag a bargain (per¬ 
haps a Christmas present!). 

Valeways walks 

ON Sunday, November 25 at 
2pm, ‘War bunkers and coastal 
path’, starting at Cosmeston 
Country Park outside the visitor 
centre. 

Choir coffee 

BARRY Ladies Choir will ben¬ 
efit from the Mayor of the 
Vale’s charity coffee morning in 
the Corporate Suite, Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry, on 
Tuesday, November 27 from 
10.30am to 12 noon. 


Age Concern 
jumble sale 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and 
the Vale will be holding a 
fundraising jumble sale on 
Wednesday, November 28, 
2pm-5.30pm at the Mackintosh 
Church (The Mack), 61-63 
Mackintosh Place, Cardiff 
(Albany Road junction). 

All are welcome; come along, 
pick up a bargain and support our 
local charity. 

There will be a huge selection 
of goods on offer, including qual¬ 
ity second hand clothes, bric-a- 
brac, toys, plus an area dedicated 
to vintage items. 

For more information, contact 
02920 683604 or 07584 346015. 

Pothole fillers! 

THE Vale Council’s BIG Fill 
campaign will be in Castleland 
ward, Barry, on November 24 - 
25, and residents can report 
potholes until November 23. 

Phone the council on 01446 
700111 or email: thebigfill@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk 

Christmas fayre 

ST BRIDGET’S Church, St 
Brides Major, is holding its 
Christmas fayre at Church 
Hall, Southerndown Road, St 
Brides Major, this Saturday, 
November 24, from 10am to 12 
noon. 

Among the many attractions 
will be a cake stall, tombola, bot¬ 
tle stall, Christmas cards and 
gifts, arts and crafts stalls, games 
and a prize draw for a Christmas 
hamper. 

Praying together 

AS Crossway Methodist 
Church nears the end of its 
50th anniversary year, it is 
holding an afternoon of prayer 
this Saturday, November 24, 
from 1.30pm to 4.30pm, for 


church members to offer 
prayers of thanksgiving to God, 
and for others to explore 
prayer. 

Visitors can light a candle in 
memory of loved ones. 

For more information, contact 
Rev Peter Taylor on 01446 
406262 or: revpete@live.co.uk. 

This Sunday, November 25, at 
6pm, the annual visit of Barry 
Male Voice Choir takes place at 
St David’s Methodist Church, 
Winston Road. 

School’s fayre 

BARRY High Street Primary 
School is holding its Christmas 
fayre on Friday, November 30. 

There will be a variety of 
stalls, bric-a-brac, crafts, bouncy 
castle, face painting, nail paint¬ 
ing, cake stall, as well as Santa’s 
Grotto. 

There will also be refresh¬ 
ments on sale. The event will 
take place after school, from 3pm 
onwards. 

Charity coffee 

COWBRIDGE ‘Stitch and 
Bitch’group is holding a coffee 
morning and Christmas craft 
sale on Saturday, December 8, at 
the Lesser Hall, Cowbridge 
Town Hall, from Ham to 2pm. 

All proceeds will be donated 
to Y Bwthyn Hospice, Bridgend. 

Woodturners’ 
skills on show 

THE Vale Woodturners’ 
Christmas fair will be held at 
Bonvilston Reading Rooms, 
Bonvilston, on Saturday, 
December 8,10am-4pm. 

On sale will be crafted wooden 
gifts, and there will be woodtum- 
ing demonstrations. Free entry 
and parking. 
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Local 

Quality 


Value 


Last chance to place your 
Christmas orders. 

Arthur John's Cor Park, Cowbridge 
Soturdoy 1st. 15th t>ccember 
Collection Sunday 23rd December 

Westboume School. Penarth 
Soturday 24th November 
Collection Saturday 22nd December 

WWW. valef armersmarket .co.uk 


It would be nice to see nni. (lonit? and tii^ 
the producers, bring this with you and enter 
our free ChriNlm^s ham|>ef di^w. 
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Christmas Parties at the... 

' - PloUlgll&HaFFOW 

MONKNASH, Vale of Glamorgan CF717QQ 


[CHRISTMAS menu! 


Served from Saturday 1st - 22nd December 

^ (Booking/Evenings only) ^ 


Courses i 


Homemade Soup 
-- Chef’s Pate 


v:- Roast Beef 
Traditional Roast Turkey 
Sea Bass 

Vegetarian Wellington 

Christmas Pudding 
Winterberry Eton Mess 
Cheese and Biscuits 
Coffee and Mince Pies 


£ 19.95 

per person 


EiiMil .. 

Td;..... . 




I .1 - ■- - 12.00 noon - 2.30pm (daily) 

■" ■ - " ^ Saturday 12.00 noon - 5.00pm; 

6.00pm - 7.30pm 

M ‘. - W Sunday 12.00 noon - 5.00pm 

M Sunday Lunch from £8.50 

1^. Menu 

W* 6.00pm - 9.00pm 

(daily except Sunday) 
Sunday 12.00 noon - 5.00pm 

^ ' — (Booking Advisable) 

Telephone: 01656 890209 

Voted one of ten of the best pubs in Great Britain by the Guardian. 
The Plough and Harrow can be found between 

-- Llantwit Major and Bridgend. 

^ 1 Coach parties welcome • Normal pub hours 



Operating throughout 
Bridgend and the Vaie. 

14 years eperience ... 

A professionai service 
at sensibie prices! 

Former and future ciients 
piease caii Jo on 

07980 634935 


Jo 'Marley' Jenkins 
is back with her 
Mobile 
Hairdressing 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

iOCEAN LOUNGE: 

! ☆porthkerrt I 

t OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS FROM TPM t 
{ SATURDAY LUNCHTIMES 12 NOON - 4PM 1 
SATURDAY EVENINGS FROM TPM I 
SUNDAY 12 NOON-5PM ^ 

Saturday 24th November ^ 


Scott Jordan 


Clubland award winning male ^ 
vocalist/entertainer ^ 
- plus Bingo 


Food Served Friday 7 - 9pm 
Saturday 12 - 3pm & 7 - 9pm 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served 12 - 3pm £6.95 

CHRISTMAS 
PARTY NIGHTS 

Friday 30th November & 
Saturday 1st December 

with Steve Saint 

Top Singer/Comedian 

Two Course meal only £13.95 

Booking Essential 

^ CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.fi re j o u St. CO m 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


jric'kiriririririririr'kir'kiririririr'kirir'kir'kiririr' 


HAVAKL) cV: HAVARD 

\%nKI ‘A l.v: Id \S 1 dill s 
: nil ii •: I 'I « ‘ \ 
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i*vra].k f\.A'roarr 


www.ploughandharrow.org 
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DENTURE 

E)^LLENCE 


E^cpert denture care 
t>y the UK s leacting 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


then weVe got something for you to smile about 



• Regain you teoe’8 
natirai contours 

• Look years younger 

• Enjoy eai^g again 

• Snrile wrh confictenoe 


for a FREE no-obligatlon consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 


or visit dentureexcellence co.uk 


DENTURE 

E)fcELLENCL 


54-58 Norton Street 
CF31 3BP 


SPOOKY TALES HAUNT 
SULLY AND SWANBRIDGE! 


THE hamlet of 
Swanbridge lies on the 
coast overlooking the 
Bristol Channel, four 
miles south of 
Penarth. 

It is unclear where the 
name Swanbridge origi¬ 
nates from; but it was at 
one time a working har¬ 
bour, as documents from 
the 16th Century specify 
that skippers of boats 
were obliged to pay a 
levy to local officials for 
transporting their wares 
from distant shores into 
the port. 

In 1569, 2,000 blocks 
of cheese and 80 barrels 
of butter were impound¬ 
ed by an official as the 
captain of the vessel 
from Penarth had not 
paid his duty tax. 

The harbour (or creek 
as it is sometimes 
known) also acquired 
unwelcome immigrants 
from shores beyond the 
Channel. Goods, both 
for import and export, 
were transported to 
neighbouring towns and 
villages via St Mary’s 
Well Road. 

Iron mooring rings can 
still be seen on the east¬ 
ern side of the bay, as a 
reminder of the trades of 
days gone by. 

Swanbridge became 
linked to other destina¬ 
tions around the area by 
the Taff Vale Railway 
line, where its people 
could travel in style to 
other destinations around 
the country. 

Swanbridge Halt was 
built in 1890, but became 
another victim of the 
Beeching axe in 1968, 
and was left abandoned. 


or bought by businesses 
who sold its rail tracks 
for scrap. 

Archaeologists 
unearthed evidence of 
Roman and Viking visita¬ 
tion and a Bronze Age 
fort with a stronghold 
barrow in the area. A 
Danish Iron Age buttress, 
which occupied the east¬ 
ern side of the island, 
together with the Bronze 
Age barrow and post 
medieval port on the 
northeastern side, were 
all then listed as monu¬ 
mental landmarks. 

Across the foreshore 
of Swanbridge, lies the 
island of Sully, which is 
only accessible via the 
causeway and can be cut 
off by the rapid incoming 
tide. Thought to mean 
‘South Lea or Pasture’, it 
gets its name from the 
Norman Knight Reginald 
de Sully from Devon, 
who built a small fortress 
on the island for protec¬ 
tion against pirates. 
Today, the remains of a 
small wall are the only 
evidence of its existence. 

Sully Island had 
become a haunt for 
pirates, with Alfredo De 
Marisco, the Norman 
pirate known as ‘The 
Night Hawk’ based here 
in the 13th Century. This 
was the beginning of the 
notorious smuggling 
trade. 

By 1330, Lords of 
Avan (d’Avene) had pur¬ 
chased the island, and in 
1348, Hugh le 
Despenser, Lord of 
Glamorgan, acquired the 
land. 

Later, the islet was 
sold to Sir Thomas 
Stradling, an upstanding 


citizen throughout the 
whole community of 
Glamorgan at the time. 

Sully’s most famous 
ship wreck was the SY 
(Survey Yacht) Scotia. 
This ship originated as a 
sealer vessel named 
Hekla from Norway. 

Its captain was Tam 
Robertson and during the 
Great War, the vessel 
became a freighter, 
which unfortunately 
caught fire around Sully 
Island. Its diminished 
keel then sank into the 
depths of the hungry sea. 

Sully Church is dedi¬ 
cated to St John the 
Baptist, and stands on an 
ancient edifice contain¬ 
ing a silver chalice dating 
from 1567. The church 
became a listed building 
on January 22, 2000. 

The Captain’s Wife is 
a public house at 
Swanbridge, haunted by 
the wife of a ship’s cap¬ 
tain. It once spanned 
three cottages to house 
fishermen, sailors and 
their families. 

Appropriately, it was 
named Sully House as it 
overlooks the harbour 
and Sully Island. This 
‘watering hole’ and 
restaurant opened its 
doors for trade in 1977. 

Legend maintains that 
Captain Winstanley was 
commanded to sail on a 
voyage to Jamaica by his 
lover’s disapproving 
father. His daughter was 
then forced to marry 
Colonel Rhys, a man 
with an upstanding posi¬ 
tion. The marriage was 
not a success because his 
wife pined for her lover. 

So, when Captain 
Winstanley returned 


from his expedition, 
secret meetings were 
arranged for the lovers, 
only for them to be dis¬ 
covered. Colonel Rhys 
was killed in a duel 
between the rivals and 
the lovers then eloped 
together at sea, but were 
burnt alive in a fire in 
their cabin. 

She is said to haunt 
the house that she shared 
with her husband, in 
search of her true love. 

Another twist on this 
legendary tale involves a 
captain taking his wife 
on a voyage where she 
died of a fever en route. 
Not to arouse suspicion, 
he placed his wife’s 
corpse in a lead-lined 
box. On return to 
Swanbridge, he buried 
her remains in the woods. 

The coffin was subse¬ 
quently stolen, denying 
her a Christian burial, 
and her soul of unrest 
haunts the building, with 
her hazy image reported 
to stalk the floorboards 
wearing a black dress. 

Another account of 
this sinister tale claims 
that the captain rowed his 
deceased wife ashore at 
the dead of night and hid 
her body within the 
house, from where it was 
stolen. 

When the building 
was renovated, the eerie 
discovery of a skeleton 
was unearthed in the 
woods behind the abode. 

Could this fearful find 
be the remains of the 
Captain’s wife? But 
which version is true? 
Only you can decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hayley.williams550@yah 
oo.com 
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Time to take a closer look at the... 

Muqhal 

emperor o/ Cowbridge 

Renowned Indian Cuisine, Restaurant St Takeaway 


Mughal Emperor picks up national award for its 
high quality dining experience 



PRIVACY 


One of the Vale’s best known 
restaurants has two reasons to 
celebrate. 

First, the Mughal Emperor, which is 
on Staiiing Down, just outside 
Cowbridge, was recentiy singled out for 
a 'Highly Commended’ award in the 
2012 Tiffin Cup - a prestigious UK-wide 
competition invoiving the best South 
Asian restaurants. 

in addition, the restaurant, which has 
been attracting customers from far and 
wide for more than 20 years - aii under 
the same management - has just been 
refurbished to give the interior a brand 
new iook. 

The Mughai’s iongevity is cieariy due 
to it being a famiiy affair, as it is run by 
Mr Anhar Miah, with his brother Asad, 
and it operates on a tried and tested 
formuia. 

And there is nothing compiicated 
about that formuia, because the 
Mughai believes in the virtues of good, 
fresh ingredients, expertiy cooked by 



Mr Asad Miah. chef Shelim Ahmed 
and Alun Cairns MP. 


staff - and aii at a competitive price. 

Asad Miah said: “We have customers 
who come to us from Swansea in the 
west and from Cardiff in the east, 
because they consistentiy get quaiity 
food here. 

“What is particuiariy pieasing is that 
they often bring friends with them, 
because they enjoy eating here and 
want to share the experience.” 


booths for 4*6 skiiied chefs, served by experienced The new refurbishment, Mr Miah 



beiieves, wiii enhance that experience. 

The aim was to give the interior a 
more contemporary feei, but stiii keep 
the Mughai’s strongest points. 

The resuit is a spacious dining and 
reception area, with none of the tabies 
too ciose together, and space to enjoy 
a drink before your meai. 

The aim is to encourage diners to 
take their time over their meai and fuiiy 
enjoy the evening. As the staff pride 
themseives on their knowledge and 
experience, there is pienty of time for 
customers to ask questions. 

Someone new to indian cuisine can 
be guided through their meai, whiie 
reguiar diners can discuss the finer 
points with staff who know their stuff. 

Mr Miah said that they weren’t 
prepared to cut corners when it came 
to quaiity. 

He said: “We don’t make things in 
buik and store them. We use smaii 


SPACIOUS 

for group dining 



YOUR TABLE 

awaits... 



quantities on the night so that the 
dish is as fresh as possible.” 

The menu also contains a number of 
chef’s recommendations, which are 
updated on a reguiar basis. 

It was Vale MP Alun Cairns who 
nominated the Mughai Emperor to 
compete in the Tiffin Cup. 

He said: “i am deiighted that The 
Mughai Emperor in Cowbridge was 
Highiy Commended in this year’s Tiffin 
Cup. 

“it is such a prestigious competition, 
and to be honoured in this way is 
testament to the fantastic efforts of Mr 
Miah, the manager and aii the staff at 
the Mughai.” 

Mr Cairns visited The Mughai in 
Cowbridge to present the chef and 
team with a certificate and 
embroidered Tiffin Cup 2012 chef 
jacket to mark their achievement. 

The Mughal Emperor has maintained 
its high reputation through 
concentrating on the oid-fashioned 
virtues of quaiity and consistancy, and 
the judges in the Tiffin Cup cieariy 
agreed! 



MUSE 


RELAX 


MINGLE 


UNWIND 




Opening hours: Lunchtime Monday-Saturday 12 noon-2pm. Evening Monday-Sunday 6pm> 12 midnight. 

Catering for parties up to 120 

Stalling Down, Cowbridge CF71 7DT • 01446 774938 or 775887 
www.mughalemperor.co.uk 













24 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem www,twitterxom/sem news 


Thursday, November 22nd, 2012 


MEMO ARTS CENTRE: MEMORIAL HALL THEATRE 


TREATS FOR 2013 


RUTHIE HENSHALL 


CHRISTMASTREATS 


LIVE MUSIC 



LEADING LADY A WEST END 
STAR PERFORMS SONGS 
FROM HER HIT MUSICALS 

TUES 19 MAR @7.30 


A 

THUR ISAPRCdD 7.30 


COLIN 

FRY 


LIVING TVS 
PSYCHIC 
MEDIUM 


SAT 2 MAR @ 7.30 




CERI ^ 
DUPREE 


CABAKET 
FROLICS 
ft FUN 





FRI 25 JAN @ 7.30 

SUPERSTARS OF 
WRESTLING . LIVE! 



FREE EHTRYTO CRAFT MARKET 


U the NIGHT 

[ BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

lorvc Theatre 

Company The perfect Christmas treat, 

* a magicaJ tale with music and 

* participation for families and 
children 


TUES I I DEC 



WED 12 DEC@ 10.30 
WED 12 DEC @ L30 


BILLBOARD ENSEMBLE _ I 


it'-' 


A spectacular Christmas 
Panto to put you in the festive 
spirit • helped along with a bit 
of fairy dust. 

THUR 20 DEC @ 7.30 
FRI 21 DEC® 7.30 
SAT 22 DEC ^ 2.30 
SUN 23 DEC ® 2.30 


planning a special occasion? 

YOU r^EEDASPEC \L PLACE: 
Weddings. Parties and Celebrations 
Party Packages start from £99 
Contact our Hires Team: on 01446 400111 




•ifK 




f 


I 

^ ARE YOU 
EXPERIENCED? 

JIMI HENDRIX 
FRI 22 FEB @ 8.00 

WHOLE LOTTA 
LED 








NO WIGS 
no costumes 

. .JUSI-OBEAT MUSIC 
FRI 17 MAY @8.00 


MATT ANDERSEN 




CANADIAN 
BLUES 
SINGER & 
GUITARIST ‘ 

r .til 


H 


SAT 29 JUNE @ 7.30 



THE MEMO IS A INDEPENDANT REGISTERED CHARITY. 

ALL EARNED INCOME IS USED TO SUPPORT THE VENUE AND ITS PROGRAMME. 
COME ALONG AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ARTS CENTRE, EXPERIENCE & ENJOY. 

BOOK TICKETS ONLINE: www.memorialhalltheatre*co»uk 
BOX OFFICE: 01446 738622 

RECISTIREO CHAPIITY NUMBER $B3574 








Thursday, November 22nd, 2012 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 25 




A FESTIVE LOOK AT 

HOLTON ROAD 

Strong, independent businesses 
provide the service people love 



^Tan -Y-Hyde 

Tanning 

Beauty 
01446 745483 
www.tanyhy(le.co.uk 

• Waxing • Lash Extensions 

• Shellac Polish • Nail Extensions 
• Sienna X Spray Tanning in 3 shades 

• Massage • Reflexology 

• Weight Loss Treatments 

• Sunbeds only 40p a minute 

• A special range of 
Christmas Minx Nail Art 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

Variety of Beauty Packs & Vouchers 

All proceeds to the Joshua Foundation 
and Erwr Delyn Charity 

46 Holton Road, Barry CF6 4HD 


L a CUCINA 
coffee house 
and restau¬ 
rant is emblematic 
of strong, independ¬ 
ent businesses that 
are the cornerstone 
of a successful and 
vibrant shopping 
area. 

The owner, Ferda, 
told The GEM; “We’ve 
been in Barry for 10 
years now - four years 
in High Street, followed 
by six years in Holton 
Road. 

“La Cucina provides 
a relaxed, friendly, wel¬ 
coming atmosphere 
and people enjoy the 
fact that we provide 
continuity in the local 
area. We are not a 
‘here-today-gone- 
tomorrow’ business. 

“People recognise us 
as an authentic Barry 
business, and I’d like 
to thank our many reg¬ 
ulars for their custom.” 
For office workers 


or shoppers who want 
a snack or a meal, it is 
the ideal port of call. 

The choice is bewil¬ 
dering - coffees, lattes, 
cappuccinos, teas, soft 
drinks, milkshakes, 
iced teas, sandwiches 
with side salads, soups, 
paninis, jacket meals, 
homemade lasagne, 
chilli con came, 
spaghetti bolognaise, 
meat balls, chocolate 
cake, lemon drizzle 
cake, almond tart - 
and that’s just a small 
selection of what’s on 
offer! 

Ferda added: 

“People appreciate that 
La Cucina provides 
consistent, high quality 
food that is reasonably 
priced, and served in a 
spotless environment.” 
SPECIALIST 

Just around the cor¬ 
ner Pets R Us, on 
Regent Street, remains 
the essential destina¬ 
tion for Barry’s animal 
lovers. 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon • 



afs-jpimmiuji 

COdWIlffi CBiniE 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
tiisplay of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r DISCOUNTS FORThE OVER 60s" “ “JvSiS'i 

j on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


rtowroom^ 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

K (opposite new library) 

■ * Also large warehouse & sn^ 

^ ^ • at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes oniy. 


Steve Lane, the 
owner, explained that 
part of the reason for 
the shop’s continued 
success was that the 
staff all have specialist 
knowledge in the prod¬ 
ucts on sale. 

“We are all enthusi¬ 
astic and qualified in 
giving pet nutrition 
advice - all of the staff 
own animals them¬ 
selves, whether it is a 
dog, a cat or another 
kind of animal.” 

The store is the offi¬ 
cial stockist for a num¬ 
ber of premium dog 
foods such as Royal 
Canin, James 
Wellbeloved, Burns, 
Proplan and Hills 
Science Plan, and pro¬ 
vides a dog grooming 
service. 

At Christmas it is 
the ‘go to’ place for pet 
lovers with a huge 
selection of treats, toys, 
and even doggy 
Christmas cards! 

Steve also deals in 
exotic pets and sells 
tropical and cold-water 
fish, snakes, lizards, 
hamsters, and tortoises, 
along with the neces¬ 
sary food supplies. 

The tropical fish sec¬ 


tion is particularly 
impressive and special¬ 
ist advice is provided 
by Kevin Jones and 
Ben Taplin. 

Kevin said: “It’s 
easy for people to pick 
a tank that’s suitable 
for them - we stock all 
the heaters, pumps and 
lighting to go with 
them. We also do 
aquarium plants. 

“People can then 
select the Malawi cich- 
lids, ‘oddballs and rari¬ 
ties’ they want.” 

The great thing 
about having a tropical 
fish tank is the sense of 
peace and calm it pro¬ 
vides in a house. 

Another ‘hardy 
perennial’ at Upper 
Holton Road is JPL 
Sound - The Barry 
Music Shop - as well 
known throughout 
south Wales as it is in 
its home town. 

John Lewis and his 
staff provide expert 
advice on all things 
musical and also travel 
far and wide providing 
stages, sound systems 
and lighting for dozens 
of events. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 26) 


Rahil 

Contemporary, 
Indian Cuisine 



» This Is RAHIL Fresh Indian Food... 

• 

o Christmas Party Bookings 

o for office parties, families & groups 
® (lunchtimes & evenings) 

E NOW BEING TAKEN^ 

I TAKE AWAY MEALS f- 
I 15% DISCOUNT . 

• available on collection only. * 

I" Express FREE home delivery. * 

I OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 

• & BOXING DAY: .. . . 

Opening hours: * *.* . * 

Lunch 11.30am - 2.30pm • 

Evening 5.30pnj to 12 midnight * !* * 


Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LEG • 


26 Holton Road,*^' |mL 
Barry -W 

Tel.0-1446- 

720259/700331 

www.rahlltandoori.co.uk 



ABOVE: 

La Cucina, owned by Ferda, is a popular 
independent coffee house and eaterie 
favoured by visitors to Holton Road. 






^ GROOMERS 

THE ONE STOP SHOP 
^ FOR ALL YOUR PETS 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS & IDEAS 

Dogs Leather Leads, Collars & Harnesses 
- all colours and sizes. 

Winter and Fashion Dog Coats. 

Selection of Pet Christmas Toys 
and Stockings. 

New display of Coldwater 
and Tropical Fish. 

lOOO's of Fish in Stock. 

New Aquarium Selection. 

Find us on Facebook 
petsrus.barry@hotmail.co. 





COMPUTER & LAPTOP: 
Sales, Repair & Upgrade 
Internet Cafe 
Home & Business call outs 
Broadband Set-ups 


CHRISTMAS OFFER 

PC’s from £350.00 
Laptops from £285.00 
Complete Refurbished PCs £150.00 
Huge range of stocking fillers and 
computer accessories in store 



40 Holton Road, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 747702 Fax: (01446) 744699 
www.tlsystems.co.uk - shop online 
email: mailtlsystems.co.uk 


A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 
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A FESTIVE LOOK AT 

HOLTON ROAD 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27 

John has provided sound for the Barry Firework 
Fiesta for 39 years! 

If your son or daughter is keen on a musical 
instrument for Christmas, JPL Sound is the best 
place to go because, unlike online retailers, John or 
a member of staff will offer expert advice and help 
when the present arrives at the shop, to make sure 
it is perfect for Christmas Day. 

A few doors away, Morgan Davies Tattoos can 
provide a Christmas present with a difference. 

Morgan said: “I do a wide selection of tattoos 
and they work out at £100 for three hours work. 

“If requested, I can do an evening session. 
People can bring in a design they are keen on too. 

“If people want more information, they should 
go to facebook. com/morganjohndavies" 


/^OP^pL 



'mes Tattoos 

237 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4HT 
Tel: 07590 828766 

Bring your own design 


Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 
Closed Tuesdays. 
Appointments available 
other times on request 


facebook.coin/inon|anjohnclavies 


A Tour-star salon’ 

H rae 

Salon 
has been 
open on 
Holton Road 
for 10 years 
and has been 
rated a four- 
star salon by 
The Good 
Salon Guide. 

HQ2 can 
boast four quali¬ 
fied stylists to 
the highest 
level, and with 
regular updated 
training they 
can offer the 
best in precision 
cutting, colour¬ 
ing, foils and 
hair up. 

Look your 

best for the party season! 

HQ2 have a range of practical gifts for 
Christmas, Ghd hair straighteners, Tigi hair prod¬ 
ucts and gift vouchers - gifts that really will be 
appreciated by your loved ones. 



Manageress Jaydene Vaughan 
of HQ2 welcomes 
customers this Christmas. 


WINDSOR 
HOTEL 



Friday 23rd November 

Live Silver 6pm-9pm 

Saturday 24th November 

Wales V 

New Zealand spm 

Free Beef Curry & Chips at Half Time 

Sunday 25th November 

Luke Doherty Band 

Live at 6pm 
Sunday 2nd December 

The Navigators 

Sunday 9th December 

Too Toned 

Sunday 16th December 

Freeway 




’ iriririf 4-Star Salon 
awarded by Good Salon Guide 

Balmain Hair Extensions 
GHD Straighteners & 

Tigi Hair Products 
Gift Vouchers 
Matrix Gift Packs for Christmas 

Tel: 01446 400102 

36 Holton Road, Barry 


170 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4LL 


Fresh - X - Press 

Barry - NOW OPEN! 

• A delicious range of pasta and 
salad from our self-serve salad bar. 

• Try our freshly baked baguettes 
with a wide variety of fillings. 

• Feeling cold? Warm up with one 
of our Filled Jacket Potatoes! 

• Free delivery in Barry between 
the hours of 11am-5pm 
(minimum order £5) 

01446 733371 
18 HoHon Road, Barry, CF63 4HD 

(next to Cash Generators) 

www.fresh-x-press-com 
facebook.com/eainbarry 
Follow @fresh_x_press 


VINYL RECORDS 
CDs - Memorabilia 

Bought & Sold 



NOW OPEN! 

Also stocking Mugs, Bags, 
Pens, DVDs and much more! 

IDEAL FOR 
CHRISTMAS! 

44 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4HD 

Next to Kids Corner 

Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.00pm 
Telephone: 01446 734483 
www.retro-vihemusic.com 
retro-vibemusiG@hotmail.GO.uk 
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A FESTIVE LOOK AT 

HOLTON ROAD 



BARRY ENTREPRENEURS ADD A NEW 
SPARK TO HOLTON ROAD SHOPPING 


L ocal entre¬ 
preneurs are 
drawn to 
Holton Road 
because for more 
than a century it 
has been the main 
artery for business 
in the town. 

As Christmas 


THE OLD 
POST OFFICE 
Coffee Shop 


Small Breakfast 

5 items, coffee or tea, 
and toast £3.95 

Big Breakfast 

9 items, coffee or tea, 
and toast £5.50 


239 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4HT 

(opposite Sleep & Leisure) 

Tel. 01446 730116 



approaches two new 
shops have opened - 
reinforcing the area’s 
reputation for variety. 

On Saturday, 
November 17, Retro 
Vihe Music, run hy 
Claire Williams and 
Mark Owen, opened 
its doors to an enthu¬ 
siastic Barry public. 

Claire said: “As we 
were preparing the 
unit to start trading, 
people were knocking 
on the window won¬ 
dering whether we 
were open yet or not. 
That’s how enthusias¬ 
tic people were to get 
in and look at what 
we stock.” 

Retro Vibe Music 
started on Vere 
Street, supplying peo¬ 
ple over the internet, 
but also operating as 



ABOVE: Jay Lewis of Fresh-X-Press. 


jusb 

^amif & ^keaiAkal 
Go^iuim Jim 


260 Holton Road, 
Barry 

Tel: 01446 721242 





a retail location. 

Claire and Mark 
are keeping Vere 
Street as a base for 
stock and Holton 
Road is now their 
‘over-the-counter ’ 
arm of the business. 

Just walking onto 
the premises, which 
sells vinyl records and 
CDs, is a trip down 
memory lane. 

Beatles’ LP covers 
jostle with Queen, 
who perch next to 
ELO, who... well you 
get the idea - 
although as Claire 
explained it’s not just 
the 40-plus generation 
who love the nostalgic 
throwback nature of 
the venture. 

“Often it’s people 
in their twenties who 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
- KING’S SQUARE, BARRY 

FRIDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2012 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have 
made an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
as follows:- 

WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in column 1 
of the Schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of the 
said schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as described 
in Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the Council, 
pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to facil¬ 
itate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to participate 
in the said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused 
by the event the following regulation shall be observed:- 
THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof 
shall be Closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles between the 
hours specified in column 3 of the said schedule. The penalty for infringe¬ 
ment of the said regulation is a fine not exceeding £1000.00 

Schedule 


Column 1 


Friday 30th 
November 2012 


Column 2 


The area to be closed is Holton 
Road Barry from its junction with 
Ty-Newydd Road to a point 50m 
east of its junction with Llantwit 
Street. 


Column 3 


Local signed diversions shall be in place. 

Access for Pedestrians shall be maintained. 

Dated this 22nd day of November 2012 

M. E. Punter, Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 


love coming in and 
seeing the iconic cov¬ 
ers. Barry needs a 
record shop like this. 

“We have both 
brand new and sec¬ 
ond hand stock - lots 
of potential 
Christmas gifts.” 

One of Claire and 
Mark’s key aims is to 
maintain links with 
the strong local per¬ 
forming scene, publi¬ 
cising live musical 
events, and becoming 


a local ‘hub’ for peo¬ 
ple who love music of 
whatever vintage. 

Is there a golden 
record or CD that 
you were desperate to 
track down? Then get 
down to Retro Vibe 
Music - fast! 

More information 
on the servee provid¬ 
ed by Claire and 
Mark is available at: 
www.Retro-vibemu- 
sic.com. 

Just a few doors 
away, Fresh-X-Press 
is owned by local man 
Jay Lewis. 

The shop has a dis¬ 
tinctive green livery, 
emphasising the 
‘fresh’ food on offer. 

It’s the ideal desti¬ 
nation for local office 
and shop workers 
who want to choose 
from the salad bar, 
enjoy a baguette, a 
snack, a cake or a 
drink. The salad bar 
starts at just £2 - 


FOOTWEfiR 

Best selection of ladies’ boots & 
party shoes, mens’ shoes and huge 
choice of children’s footwear. 
Christmas Slippers for all the family. ^ 
Snowboots & Wellies in stock. 


Merry Christmas 
to all our customers 


56 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 748466 
also: 

I 71 JOHN STREET, PORTHCAWL 
Tel. 01656 783423 

For our online shop: 


google - Room' 



Scented/ widen/ 

Debbie & Sarah Floral Design 

• Spruce Christmas Wreaths 
in colours of your choice. 

• Christmas Aq^ua Boxes with 
diamonds and sparkles 
at no extra charge. 

• Bouquets for the one you 
love at Christmas. 

• Please order early 
to avoid disappointment. 

254 Holton Road, 

Barry CF63 4HU, Tel 01446 735965 



mil 


HAIR STUDIO 

New salon with Sam and Sarah. 
Previously Scoundrels on Richard Street. 
All aspects of quality hairdressing. 

Please book your 
Christmas hair appointments. 
Thank you, and a Merry Christmas 
to all our customers. 

50 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

01446 735097 


great value. 

Jay, who is Barry 
born and bred, said: 
“We will even deliver 
in Barry for a mini¬ 
mum order of £5 and 
have already taken 
some big orders in the 
town.” 

The premises are 
welcoming, spacious 
and light. 

Jay added: “It is all 
open plan and people 
can see the food being 
prepared.” 

All three entrepre¬ 
neurs had one thing in 
common: they were 
determined to make a 
success of the busi¬ 
nesses and keen to 
provide the best serv¬ 
ice to their clientele. 



ABOVE: Claire Williams of Retro Vibe 
Music is bringing musical nostalgia to 
Holton Road. 
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51 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

Ferda and his team would like to wish 
all his customers a Merry Christmas 

Open for Breakfasts from 830am 

Hot and Cold Dishes, 

Paninis, Freshly Baked Baguettes. 

Healthy Options and a 
range of Delicious Cakes. 

Our very popular hand made 
Coffees and Hot Chocolates. 

Ideal for ladies who lunch, busy shoppers, 
business meetings or just a chat with friends. 
Open: 9am - 5.00 pm Monday - Saturday 

01446 722024 
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A FESTIVE LOOK AT 

HOLTON ROAD 



Tiffin Rasoi in line 
for two prestigious 
national awards! 

ONE of Barry’s highly rated 
Indian takeaways, Tiffin 
Rasoi located on 37 Holton 
Road, has been short-listed 
for the British Curry Awards 
2012 and the Asian Curry 
Awards 2012. 

A spokesman for the company 
said: “Tiffin Rasoi is a premier 
Indian takeaway offering Indian 
food with no artificial colours or 
flavours. 

“The menu integrates both tradi¬ 
tional favourites with new and cre¬ 
ative dishes which are freshly pre¬ 
pared. 

“We are looking forward to the 
results of the Asian Curry Awards, 
which will be announced at The 
Great Room, in the JW Marriott 
\fIotel, Park Lane, London, this 


Sunday, November 25.” 

Guests will join hundreds of 
leading restaurateurs and caterers 
under the spotlight of international 
TV, and rub shoulders with VIPs, 
politicians, business leaders and 
celebrities. 

The results of the British Curry 
Awards will be announced at a glit¬ 
tering black tie gala dinner at one 
of London’s biggest and most pres¬ 
tigious venues, Battersea Evolution 
in Battersea Park Lane, on 
Monday November 26. 

The event will be broadcast to 
more than 200 countries through 
Star Plus, BBC and other chan¬ 
nels. 

Tiffin Rasoi, 37 Holton Road, 
Barry, www.tiffinrasoi.com _ J 


FRIENDLY WELCOME 
ON HOLTON MILE 
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ABOVE: 
Morgan Davies 
provides a Christmas 
present with a 
difference - a tattoo. 
People can choose a 
design they like and 
book a session. 



ABOVE: 

Yianie, of George’s No 1 Barbers in 
Regent Street, promises some mince pies 
and nibbles in the lead-up to Christmas. 




Sarah, Michelle and Sam of Fresh Hair have 
opened their new salon on Holton Road. 


ABOVE: 

The Scented Garden 
provides bouquets 
and flower 
arrangements for 
family celebrations 
and special events - 
and has put on an 
impressive 
Christmas window 
to cheer people up 
this festive season. 


Old Post Office now a 
popular coffee shop 


Hannah Andrews 
and Lisa Eveleigh 
pride themselves on 
the community 
atmosphere in ‘The 
Old Post Office 
Coffee Shop’. 

T he Old Post 
Office Coffee 
Shop has 
made a huge 
impression on 
Upper Holton 
Road, since opening 
in May this year. 

The owner Lisa 
Eveleigh is keen to 
make the shop a com¬ 
munity hub, where 
people can meet up 
with a friend, or as 
part of a group, and 
have a meal or a snack. 
It’s hardly a surprise 




ABOVE: 

Kevin Jones and Ben Taplin provide great 
advice on tropical fish at Pets R Us. 


that in a few short 
months it has become 
so popular. Lisa 
explained: “We’ve 
already developed a 
regular clientele - 
many love our five-item 
breakfast for £3.95, 


EXCLUSIVE HAIR 

@ANDREOUS 

Andria, Maria, Natalie 
& girls would Kke to ^ 
wish all their clients 
a Merry Christmas. 

PLEASE BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS HAIR 
APPOINTMENTS NOW! 

2 REGENT STREET, BARRY 
TEL: OiaaS 736323 



with tea or coffee and 
toast, and the £5.50 one 
with nine items and a 
drink and toast! 

“We pride ourselves 
on the friendly, wel¬ 
coming atmosphere - 
it’s a real family-run 
business.” 

This week Lisa and 
the staff are putting up 
decorations for 
Christmas and promise 
some special festive 
puddings and cakes 
over the next few 
weeks. 

The Old Post Office 
Coffee Shop used to be 
Weston Hill Post Office. 
Lisa opens at 8.30am - 
so make a date for 
breakfast, a snack or 
lunch - you won’t be 
disappointed! 


ILPADRINO ^ 

Geraint Vater and all the staff 
Would like to wish all 
clients a Merry Christmas 

Competitive prices 
U Patterns & hot towel 
shaves available 

178 Holton Road, 
Barry 

01446 403186 


IL PADrUNp 



OCOROC'S^, - 

Qcnt IcrtwAs ^orbc r3 


COMFORTABLE SEATING AREA WITH TV 


Open Monday-Friday 9ann-5pm; Saturday 8ann-4pm 

George & Yiannie welcome 
customers old and new 

Enjoy a festive drink and a mince pie during Christmas week 

I Regent Street, Barry 
Tel: 01446 732377 


Frangoulis Shoe Repairs 

& Shoe Makers 

No 4 Thompson street 

*0 new car park) 

• Shoe Repairs while u wait * ‘y 
•Key Cutting 

• Watch Batteries 

• Engraving 

• A large range of Trophies, 

Tankards, Zippo lighters 

• High quality leather wallets & purses 

• Polishes, Waxes, Laces 
SERVICING THE SHOES OF THE BARRY 

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 739823 
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Unisex Hair Salon 


Mel, Annisa and staff 
woiddUketo welcome 
Bernice to Coyotes, 
formerly of 
Salon 23- 

Senior stylist, 
JuUy qualified, 
offering all 
aspects of 
hair 
dressing. 





Barry Tyre & 
Auto Centre Ltd 


Don’t get caught out this winter! 

Why should I fit winter tyres? 

More than half of UK motorists admit feeling less safe driving in the winter, yet many 
of us do little to prepare our cars for the colder weather. Research commissioned by 
TyreSafe, the UK’s leading tyre safety organisation, found the biggest worry for 
drivers in the winter is that they are more likely to have an accident as the roads feel 
more slippery. 

Switching to winter tyres could dramatically increase your safety over the entire 
winter period and could even save you money. They’re constructed to give you a much 
better grip, reducing your stopping distances on wet or icy roads. And because they 
are specially designed to operate in temperatures below 7°C, their wear rate is signif¬ 
icantly better than normal ‘summer’ tyres in the colder winter months! 

Last year, drivers struggled without winter tyres 

• 54% of drivers said they felt less safe when driving in the winter. 

• 45% of drivers said their biggest fear about driving in the winer was that 
they were more likely to have an accident as the roads felt more slipper 

• 1 in 3 drivers skidded on Britain’s roads. 

• 15% were involved in, or witnessed, an accident 

• 12% only narrowly avoided a collision. 

•line drivers had to abandon their journey. 

Let’s put a stop to accidents this winter I 

These stopping distances prove you’re less likely to get in a scrape if you switch to win- [ 
ter tyres. FREE 

BRAKING ON ICY ROADS FROM 20mph (32km/h)TO REST 

TYRE 

_ CHECK, 

BRAKING ON SNOWY ROADS FROM 30mph (48km/h)TO F 






LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY 

01446 737447 


HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY 

01446 745888 


www.banytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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PTA’s The Master a slow-burning 
piece of dramatic filmmaking 


H aving 

wowed audi¬ 
ences with 
Boogie Nights and 
Magnolia, turned 
Adam Sandler into a 
straight actor in 
Punch-Drunk Love, 
and turned the 
phrase ‘/ drink your 
milkshake'' into a har¬ 
rowing declaration of 
intent in There Will 
Be Blood, the next 
movements of Paul 
Thomas Anderson 
were always going to 
be closely monitored, 
especially given the 
success afforded to 
... Blood. 

His follow-up, The 
Master, sees Philip 
Seymour Hoffman play 
Lancaster Dodd, the 
leader of a mysterious 
cult which draws in 


drifting ex-serviceman 
Freddie Quell (Joaquin 
Phoenix); but is the cult 
as it seems, and will 
Freddie be able to exist 
within it...? 

It’s unarguable that 
Paul Thomas Anderson 
is one of the most 
revered modem film¬ 
makers working today. 
His Robert Altman- 
esque ability to create 
multi-strand narratives 
without losing focus, 
coupled with a 
Scorsese-like dexterity 
with the camera, means 
that he is truly an auteur 
in an age where the 
term is bandied around 
a little too freely. 

While his previous 
films all stmck different 
notes. The Master is a 
film that is not tonally 
unfamiliar from There 
Will Be Blood', while 
that gothic masterpiece 


is revered for searing 
performances and hard- 
edged dramatics. The 
Master strikes a little 
more softly, the film a 
slow-burner and one 
that will likely divide 
audiences between 
engrossing character 
study and mind-numb¬ 
ing pretension. 

For this reviewer, it 
is closer to the former, 
PTA drawing vivid 
characters that are well 
inhabited by strong per¬ 
formances, yet the nar¬ 
rative feels a little too 
loose-fitting, its woozy 
(and in places boozy) 
aesthetic sometimes 
feeling somewhat unfo¬ 
cused, particularly over 
a mnning time of 144 
minutes. 

Yet the film’s main 
drawing power is the 
time invested in the two 
leads, Freddie and 
Lancaster, two different 
men brought together 
by fate who then 
become inextricably 
connected. 

The background to 
the relationship is loose¬ 
ly written; however, the 
exchanges between the 
two are so well-written 
that you can put that to 
the back of your mind 
and just savour the dia¬ 
logue between them. 

PTA’s writing has 
always veered to the 
arch and so it continues 
here - great slabs of 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


dialogue punctured with 
information, some of it 
relevant, some of it not 
- but when you see 
actors of this calibre 
delivering, it it is a true 
pleasure indeed. 

Much pre-release 
bluster claimed it was a 
film looking into the 
nature of cult itself, in 
particular Scientology, 
but this is a notion that 
simply exists on the 
fringes of the story - 
the focus on the central 
pair’s relationship, and 
how they are seemingly 
polar opposites, yet are 
so engrossed in the 
other that ultimately 
they are two sides of the 


same coin, and PTA 
draws this well. 

Visually, the film is 
absolutely gorgeous, the 
camera bathing in the 
luxuriant colours of 
1950s America and 
striking the right bal¬ 
ance between beauty 
and excess, the camera¬ 
work matching the 
film's loose structure 
with its hazy imagery, 
while the story and 
characters are given 
central focus with the 
lead turns incredibly 
mesmerising. 

Joaquin Phoenix’s 
career may have had the 
odd up and down over 
the last few years, but 
the actor’s performance 
here is wonderfully 
realised, the intensity 
and self-destructive 
nature of the character 
complementing the 
actor so well. 

There is a controlled 
aggression to Phoenix’s 
performance which 
makes him a loose can¬ 
non, and all the more 
entertaining to watch on 
screen, balancing won¬ 
derfully well with Philip 
Seymour Hoffman’s 
Lancaster. 

Seymour Hoffman 
has never been so light 
as he is here, the char¬ 
acter of Dodd a well- 
meaning, slightly bump¬ 
tious man who is called 
the master of the title, 
but who is controlled by 


his wife and who feels 
more like a genial uncle 
than the leader of a cult. 

Investing him with 
warmth and compas¬ 
sion, and showing the 
man behind the facade, 
he is hugely impressive, 
as is Amy Adams as the 
strong-willed wife who 
steers Lancaster through 
his darker moments. 

With its slow pace 
and loose narrative. The 
Master certainly won’t 
appeal to everybody, 
but fans of PTA, and 
those who enjoy some¬ 
thing substantial with¬ 
out it being based on a 
comic book or a com¬ 
puter game, should find 
something here to 
enjoy. 

VERDICT: An 

engaging, but loosely- 
told story. The Master is 
another strong Paul 
Thomas Anderson film 
but one that will no 
doubt divide viewers. 
While some may find it 
too ponderous, strong 
central performances 
from Joaquin Phoenix 
and Philip Seymour 
Hoffman and PTA’s 
brand of writing and 
direction make it an 
impressive piece of 
work. Recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: There Will Be 
Blood (2008), Leaving 
Las Vegas (1995). 


Get jabbed! 

DIABETES UK Cymru is backing the 
Welsh Government’s Get Jabbed campaign, 
aimed at getting everyone at high risk from 
flu to have their free vaccination. 

The flu jab is available in Wales from all GPs and, 
for the first time, at 137 selected pharmacies. 

Those at risk include people with diabetes, those 
over 65 and in long term care, anyone with respira¬ 
tory conditions, health professionals and pregnant 
women. 

For more information, contact www.wales.nhs.uk 
and follow @getjabbed on Twitter. 


The police 
launch new 
website 


SOUTH Wales 
Police have 

launched a new 
website to keep the 
public up to date on 
news in the area. 

The website includes 
a number of features 
designed to publicise 
local and force-wide 
policing activities as 
well as provide practical 
information such as a 
postcode search to find 
your nearest police sta¬ 
tion and opening times. 

The site is part of the 
force’s commitment to 
improving accessibility 
to communities, main¬ 
taining transparency, and 
complements the force’s 
five Twitter accounts 
which have a combined 
following of almost 
25,000. 

Chief Constable Peter 
Vaughan said: “As a 
police force we need to 
keep moving with the 
times and our new web¬ 
site will give people 
instant access to news 
and crime updates while 
at home, in work or on 
the move via smart 
phones. 

“We wanted to create 
a site that puts the needs 
of the public first so 
we’ve made it easier to 
find and share informa¬ 
tion, whether that’s the 
opening hours of police 


stations, details about 
crime in specific areas, 
or news about people 
convicted in court. 

Key features of the 
website www.south- 
wales.police.uk include'. 

• The latest news 
updates, with the option 
to receive RSS feeds; 

• Behind Bars - a sec¬ 
tion which publicises 
recent court results; 

• Wanted faces - 
appeals on people who 
are wanted for crimes; 

• An improved free¬ 
dom of information sec¬ 
tion which catalogues a 
comprehensive list of 
freedom of information 
disclosures. 

FESTIVE 

GATHERING 

THE Gathering Place in 
St Athan Christmas 
fayre will be opened by 
BBC weatherman Derek 
Brockway on Saturday, 
December 1. 

Ladies barbershop 
group ‘Cardiff Style’ will 
be entertaining with 
Christmas songs, and 
there will be craft stalls 
selling jewellery, cards, 
books, baby clothes, 
homemade jams, cakes, 
Usborne books, bric-a- 
brac. Santa will pop in. 
Join in the fun from 12 
noon - 3pm. 



. ORDER ^ 

NOW ^ 

for 

pre-Christmas 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

Tie^ft t/te Doof^ Doctof*'/ 

A family business with vast experience in the y''! • 
replacement door and worktop market. p J 


Everything you require from the 
fK ^ doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


Stforc 


Afttr... 


DOOR F 
DOCTOR 




TVJt OcroT Otrcdtrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

wyArw.dio<rr-dioc4rrr.co.uk. 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 


wt Will osai written 


srii 


0% Finance Available / Buy Now, Pay Next Year 

SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 IF ORDERED BY DECEMBER 31st 


WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
[6 WINDOWS nTTED from] £1495 ^ 

]D6oRSFjTTEDFROM£450 ]]]]]]]]]] . 

* FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 . 


CONSERVATORIES FROM £3495 
’composite 'do’oRS ’f’i’tTED 'fROM *£795 ' 


Z WINDOWS a DOORS W 

V FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 

k' I REE VERIICAL BLINDS “ 

Z WIDE RANGE OF SI YLES a FINISHES 

✓ 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANI EE 




met 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


OUR GIFT TO YOU THIS CHRISTMAS 


IPAD MINI 


MUHiVIIY lull HOlMf OI 
COKSI RVArORV lUI lY 111 Tl D 

Mio«i miMCiMnnitui 


ASK ABOUT OUR 
TRADE WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND 
CONSERVATORIES 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES 
^jf"i|i»u**wdowsxom 


We supply and fit fascias, 
gutters and down pipes 


01446 439212 

for the Vale 

Local Business serving iocai peopie 
Email: mpnwindows@aol.com 


iUifiMum 

(mwms 

LlMAfvT^i 


irTMt|«fi ^10 n 07976640959 

i dazing Offer! 

FREE j CtfetTmjrf'ee vestal blindswitli every fii he^se 
I Dfv/''idowi><nddocfi or conservator) fitted! 


Opening Hours: 

9am to pm 7 days a week 


elLiiork 


M.P.N 

00)11 tmrais 


BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 

10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 BAP 
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Girls dominate Rotary young singer competition 



Who wants to 
build what, 
and where? 


Mr Craig Reynolds - 11 
Tennyson Road, 
Penarth - Proposed sin¬ 
gle storey side extension 
with disability access 
facilities, loft conver¬ 
sion and off road park¬ 
ing. 

Mr A Paterson - 26 
Birch Lane, The 
Paddocks, Penarth - 
Proposed two storey 
side extension. 

Mr and Mrs Mike Evans 
-11 Whitcliffe Drive, 
Penarth - Extensions to 
existing property includ¬ 
ing remodelling of exist¬ 
ing accommodation. 

New garage. 

Mr P Eisher - 
Llansannor and 
Llanharry Junior and 
Infant School, 
Ystradowen - Single 
storey extension to the 
existing classroom block 
at Llansannor CAV 
Primary School. 

Mrs Christina Germon - 
2 Cwrt Yr lolo, 
Flemingston - Retain 
purpose built pigeon 
loft, replacing dilapidat¬ 
ed structure. 

Vijay Singh - 
Highbanks, Walston 
Road, Wenvoe - 
Remove ash tree. 

Eitz Project 
Management - Land 
rear of 2 Orchard 
Drive and Warwick 
Way, Barry - Yard to 
rear of 2 Orchard Drive; 
proposed lock up 
garages. 

Mr David Curtis - 28 
Smithies Avenue, Sully 

- Alteration and exten¬ 
sion to an existing three 
bedroom single storey 
residential unit to create 
a four-bedroom two- 
storey residential prop¬ 
erty. 

Mrs Anna Grant - 21 
Herbert Street, Barry 

- Retrospective consent 
for existing garage (as 
extended in 2010). 

Mr Terry Donovan - 56 
Redlands Road, 
Penarth - Conversion 
and extension of a 
detached garage to form 
a separate dwelling. 

J V Tree Services - 
Land at Coed Arthur, 
Llancarfan - Planning 
application for the con¬ 
struction of new forestry 
track. 

Mr T Edgell - 
Llwynddu House, 
Welsh St Donats - Rear 
extension and alterations 
to facade. 

Mr Duncan Barber - 1-3 

Llandough Castle 
Flats, Llandough - 


Demolition, alteration 
and extension works to 
apartment nos 1-3 
Llandough Castle Elats. 
Llantwit Major Town 
Council - Lorna 
Hughes Park, High 
Street, Llantwit Major 

- Crown lifts to nine 
trees. Remove five trees 
(three silver birch, one 
cherry and one ash) and 
two self-sown 
sycamores. 

Mr David Evans - 88 
Lavernock Road, 
Penarth - Additional 
vehicular crossover to 
allow in and out use of 
front driveway. 

Mr Roy Cook - 8 Beech 
Avenue, Ham Manor 
Park, Llantwit Major 

- Scots pine; either 
removal or 50 per cent 
reduction due to close 
proximity to property. 
Mr Michael Psaila - 
Upper Langcross 
Farm, Leek with, 
Cardiff - Extension to 
caravan to provide extra 
bedroom. 

Mr Thomas - 36 
Rhoose Road, Rhoose 

- Single rear storey 
extension with access 
ramp to the front and 
new porch. With addi¬ 
tional pedestrian access 
to the rear. 

Mr Steve Sloman - 
Outside Green Close, 
Ffordd Yr Eglwys, 
Peterston Super Ely - 
Pollard ash tree. 

Mr T Williams - 
Eonmon Earm House, 
Barry - 

Microgeneration domes¬ 
tic wind turbine in 
adjoining field. 

Mr Russell Hooper - 
The Stables, Village 
Earm, Marcross - 
Installing three solar 
panels (flush mounted) 
on roof of dwelling. 

Mr Glyn George - Y 
Eelin Each, Monknash 

- Removal of Condition 
5, variation of Condition 
4 from application 
2012/00560/PUL. 

Mr Nigel Esterkin - 55 
Holton Road, Barry - 
Change of use of upper 
floors, from office, to 
self contained residen¬ 
tial flats. 


FOLLOWING the 
very successful 
instrumentalist 
competition on 
November 7, 
Llantwit Major 
Rotary Club ran its 
‘Young Musician’ 
competition for 
vocalists. 

Although the instru¬ 
mental competition has 
been running for a num¬ 
ber of years, this was 
the first time for vocal¬ 
ists, and what an event 
it proved to be! 

Held in Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, there 
were seven young ladies 
taking part (no boys, 
unfortunately) and they 
sang a very wide range 
of pieces. 

Each of the competi¬ 
tors was required to per¬ 
form two contrasting 
songs and they were 
judged on communica¬ 
tion, presentation, tech¬ 
nique and content. 

Paige Sherreard start¬ 
ed off the competition 
with ‘Green Pinch and 
Linnet Bird’ from 
Sweeney Todd by 
Stephen Sondheim fol¬ 
lowed by ‘Somebody 
Loved’ by the Weepies. 
In the second of these, 
she was accompanied 
by her brother Ryan on 
the guitar. 

Paige was followed 
by Elbe Williams with 
the well-known 
‘Somewhere’ from West 


Side Story by Leonard 
Bernstein and Stephen 
Sondheim, then ‘Till 
There Was You’ from 
Music Man by Meredith 
Wilson. 

Next, Sophie Thomas 
performed ‘The Silver 
Swan’ by Orlando 
Gibbons and 
‘Standchen’ by 
Schubert. 

She was followed by 
Charlotte Adams who 
sang ‘I Attempt from 
Love’s Sickness to Ply’ 
by Purcell followed by 
‘My Ship’ from Lady in 
the Dark by Kurt Weill 
and Ira Gershwin. 

Verity-Belle Atkinson 
was awarded third place 
with her rendition of the 
contrasting ‘Panis 
Angelicus’ by Cesar 
Pranck and ‘I Could 
Have Danced all Night’ 
from My Fair Lady by 
Lemer and Loewe. 

Olivia Hopper was 
placed second with two 
pieces from the musi¬ 
cals; ‘Somewhere’ from 
West Side Story by 
Leonard Bernstein and 
Stephen Sondheim and 
‘Can’t Help Lovin’ dat 
Man’ from Showboat by 
Jerome Kem and Oscar 
Hammer stein. 

The judges were 
unanimous in placing 
Asha Pletcher Peters in 
first place with her won¬ 
derfully lyrical and dra¬ 
matic performance of 
‘Green Pinch and Linnet 
bird’ from Sweeney 
Todd and ‘Daddy’s Son’ 



ABOVE: 

The competitors 

from Ragtime by 
Plaherty and Alen. 

The panel of judges 
comprised Nic 
Treharne, formerly of 
BBC and HTV music 
departments, Helena 
Braithwaite, former 
county advisor for 
music and an experi¬ 
enced instrumentalist 
and conductor, and Iona 
Jones, professional 
soprano and president of 
Cowbridge Male Voice 
Choir. 

John Clarke, the pres¬ 
ident of Llantwit Major 
Rotary Club, praised the 
competitors for such a 
wonderful evening of 
music and congratulated 
Adrian Colborne, the 
head of music of 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
for his piano accompa¬ 
niments and encourage¬ 
ment of his students. 

TC 



Second prize winner, 
Olivia Hopper. 



Third prize winner, 
Verity-Belle Atkinson. 


Local theatre’s 
latest show 


COWBRIDGE’S 
local theatre is put¬ 
ting on its final play 
of the year, and the 
first night is 
tonight. 

JB Priestley’s drama- 
mystery, Dangerous 
Corner, will be staged 
at Cowbridge’s Market 
Theatre (the official 
home of CADS, the 
Cowbridge Amateur 
Dramatic Society) over 
three days, November 
22-24. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“The cast is composed 
entirely of Cowbridge 
and Llantwit Major resi¬ 
dents. Theatre fans from 
Cowbridge and beyond 
are urged to support the 
theatre. 

“Doors open at 7pm, 
leaving time for a drink 
at the bar before the cur¬ 
tain goes up at 7.30pm.” 

Tickets cost £6.50 



Catrin Thomas-Price 
plays Olwen Peel. 

from WG Davies 
Newsagent’s, 38 
Cowbridge High Street, 
or on the door. 

To join CADS or find 
out more about the the¬ 
atre, visit: www.market- 
theatre.com, telephone 
the CADS chairman on 
01446 772141, or 
Camilla on 07734 
543928. 

CADS is currently 
looking for more mem¬ 
bers, both in acting and 
non-acting roles. 


Eco-volunteers needed for litter-pick 
and tree planting 


RIGHT: Pictured with various dumped tyres and litter at their last litter 
-pick at White Farm are Couns Rob and Claire Curtis, Eira Powell, and 
Couns Margaret Wilkinson and Anthony Powell. 


THE recently- 
formed White 
Farm Conservation 
Group are looking 
for eco-volunteers 
to help them plant 
fruit trees and 
carry out a litter 
pick in the valley 
adjacent to 
Whitewell Road 
this Saturday 
(November 24), 
meeting at 10.30am 
at the junction of 
Whitewell Road 
and Coleridge 
Crescent. 

All litter-picking 
equipment will be sup¬ 
plied but please wear 
appropriate clothing and 
boots. 

More than 190 appli¬ 
cants from across Wales 
were successful in 
applying for free 
Homebase vouchers as 
part of Keep Wales 
Tidy’s ‘Have a Wild 
Weekend for Wales’ 
campaign. 

Eunded by the Welsh 
Government, CCW and 
Homebase, the aim of 
the weekend-long cam¬ 
paign was to encourage 
groups to create new 
wildlife habitats to 
improve local biodiver¬ 
sity by undertaking 
small practical projects 


to benefit native 
species. Volunteers from 
the White Earm 
Conservation Group 
were successful in 
applying for a £150 
Homebase voucher, 
which they used to buy 
seven cherry, plumb, 
apple and pear trees, as 
well as a number of bird 
nesting boxes for house 
sparrows, blue tits and 
kestrels. 

During the ‘Wild 
Weekend’ they will 
plant the seven fruit 
trees along the boundary 
of White Earm at 
Whitewell Road and 


erect bird nesting boxes 
in adjacent trees. 

The fruit trees will 
provide nectar/pollen 
for bees and butterflies 
in the spring while pro¬ 
viding free fruit in the 
autumn for local chil¬ 
dren. The nesting boxes 
will provide safe homes 
for a number of species 
of birds. 

For more information 
on improving biodiver¬ 
sity in your area or 
other Keep Wales Tidy 
projects, email: 
tidy, towns @ keep- 
walestidy.org. 

Coun Rob Curtis 



YOUNGSTERS PROVE THEY’RE 
NOT YET BOARD OF GAMES... 

EIGHT boys from the junior sec¬ 
tion of the 2nd Llantwit Major 
Boys’ Brigade Company took part 
in the Boys’ Brigade in Wales’ 
Board Games Competition on 
Friday, November 16 in Cardiff. 

This involved playing Snakes and 
Ladders, Dominoes, Connect Lour and 
Draughts. Although the one team were 
unplaced, the other team won the trophy. A 
fantastic effort from all! 

Thanks also to the parents who helped 
with transport - without them the boys 
could not have participated. 

The whole company also attended the 
Remembrance Sunday parade and service 
on November 11 in Llantwit Major. 

DC 























32 - THE GEM 


wwwJacebooLcom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, November 22nd, 2012 


Golf club’s unique 
honour for a very 
special member 


PAULINE LEWIS 
has been a member 
of RAF St Athan 
Golf Club since 
1980, which in itself 
reflects loyalty to 
the club, and 
throughout this 
time she has been 
willing to put her 
hand to a variety of 
duties. 

Pauline was an 
accomplished golfer rep¬ 
resenting the ladies’ sec¬ 
tion in league matches 
on numerous occasions, 
and as far back as the 
mid-80s played on the 
mixed foursome open 
circuit, often finishing in 
the top three. 

She has been very 
successful in club com¬ 
petitions, winning both 
the ladies’ invitation and 
David Hughes board 
competitions. 

Pauline has been 
ladies’ captain twice 
(1988, 2001) and was 
always willing to listen, 
resolute but fair in her 
decision making. 

For a number of 
years, she was the 
ladies’ handicaps and 
competitions member 
where her organising 
attributes came to the 
fore, ensuring competi¬ 
tions ran smoothly; the 


yearly diary was ready 
for publication; and the 
ladies’ trophies pur¬ 
chased in a timely man¬ 
ner for the annual pres¬ 
entation evening. 

Pauline also took on 
the onerous task of jun¬ 
ior organiser responsible 
for running junior com¬ 
petitions and away days. 

She held this impor¬ 
tant position for more 
than 12 years, and dur¬ 
ing this period players 
such as Craig Sherman, 
Owen Davies, Steve 
Thomas, Will Morgan, 
Craig White and the 
Punter boys passed 
through into senior sec¬ 
tions. 

It is testimony to 
Pauline’s hard work and 
her teacher’s skills that 
those who are still mem¬ 
bers at RAF St Athan are 
good, respectable club 
members with low hand¬ 
icaps; one being a past 
club champion and one 
who is now chairman of 
play - succession plan¬ 
ning to say the least. 

A number of years 
ago, Pauline was 
involved in a horrific car 
accident where she suf¬ 
fered very serious 
injuries to her neck and 
back. 

It was touch and go if 
she would survive, but 
despite spending many 




/ 
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ABOVE: Mrs Pauline James has 
been a member since 1980. 


months in a wheelchair, 
she eventually ‘got back 
on her feet’. 

While golf was on the 
back burner for a long 
time, she still endeav¬ 
oured to make a come¬ 
back, even though it was 
never to be to the same 
standard. 

Pauline now finds it 
difficult to play even 
five holes, but neverthe¬ 
less continues to support 
all sections within the 
club; checking competi¬ 
tion score cards for 
events such as captain’s 
day, the Des Cole 
Shield, and members 
and guests, always falls 
upon Pauline. 

Due to this continued 
support, the work over 


the previous 32 years, 
and the possibility that 
the club may lose 
Pauline as a playing 
member, the directors, 
committee and members 
have decided to award 
the first honorary life 
membership to a lady 
member, Mrs Pauline 
Lewis. 

It was unanimously 
decided that the club is 
far richer by having 
Pauline’s presence and 
her smile around! 

RAF St Athan Golf 
Club welcomes new 
social and playing mem¬ 
bers. For further infor¬ 
mation, contact the club 
manager (01446 

751043). 

CAROL MORGAN 



FoBB volunteers at Watch Tower Bay, The Knap, with all their cleaning gear. 

‘Beach-clean protects wildlife’ 


BARRY-based environ¬ 
mental group Friends of 
Barry Beaches (FoBB) will 
be holding its next beach 
clean on Sunday, 
November 25 at 
Porthkerry Beach, meet¬ 
ing adjacent the Forest 


Cafe at 3pm. 

All volunteers welcome to 
spend an hour helping to clean 
the beach, but remember to 
wrap up warm and wear stur¬ 
dy boots. 

FoBB co-ordinator, Coun 
Rob Curtis, said: “Once again, 
we need as many eco-volun- 
teers as possible to help clean 


Porthkerry Beach. Our volun¬ 
teers are our real strength, 
without them we could achieve 
nothing. 

“Helping to clear litter from 
our beaches is a really positive 
thing to do and protects our 
marine mammals and birds.” 

RC 


Conference 
wants to 
re-balance 
Lottery funds 


FIRST MINISTER 
Carwyn Jones will 
visit Porthcawl 
tomorrow (Friday, 
November 23) when 
the Grand Pavilion 
hosts a meeting of 
the Industrial 
Communities 
Alliance. 

An all-party associa¬ 
tion which campaigns on 
behalf of local authori¬ 
ties in the industrial 
areas of Wales, England 
and Scotland, the 
alliance features 65 local 
authorities, including 10 
from Wales. 

Among the issues that 
the alliance will discuss 
is a 10-point plan for 
reviving the British 
economy, and why so 
little lottery funding 
comes to the industrial 
areas of Britain. 

Between 1995 and 
2012, Bridgend county 
borough received an 
average of £219 of lot¬ 
tery funding per person, 
while Manchester 
Central received £5,201 
per head, Birmingham 
Ladywood £4,405 per 
person and Glasgow 
Central £3,506 per head. 

Overall, Britain’s 
industrial areas only 
received about 60 per 


cent of the British aver¬ 
age funding per head. 

Delegates will be wel¬ 
comed by the Mayor of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, Coun Marlene 
Thomas, on the 
Thursday evening before 
the meeting. 

Coun Phillip White, 
cabinet member for 
communities at BCBC 
and a member of the 
alliance’s regional exec¬ 
utive, said: “The alliance 
hasn’t had a full meeting 
in Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough for many years and 
it is a pleasure to host 
them. 

“As well as bringing 
fresh visitors to the 
resort, I am particularly 
pleased that the First 
Minister will be attend¬ 
ing this event. 

“It will give a boost to 
the alliance’s work in 
Wales in promoting the 
interests of industrial 
areas such as those once 
dependent on coal, and 
those still reliant on 
manufacturing and 
heavy industries such as 
steel. 

“As a country, we 
have become over¬ 
dependent on financial 
services concentrated in 
the London area, and it 
is time to re-balance the 
economy.” 


Barry girl wins 
apprentice award 



Amy Strange receives her award. 


BARRY girl Amy 
Strange, a third- 
year aeronautical 
engineering appren¬ 
tice with General 
Electric, has stood 
out as a committed 
and highly motivat¬ 
ed individual, win¬ 
ning apprentice of 
the year at Coleg 


Who wants to build what, and where? 


Mr Ken Shapley - 3 Cosmeston 
Cottages, Lavernock Road, Penarth - 

Construction of a small two-bed cottage 
in plot at rear of 3 Cosmeston Cottages. 
Presently unused and overgrown at 
Lavernock Road. The proposed accessed 
via a private drive having repositioned 
crossover. Two parking spaces and turn¬ 
ing space provided while still retaining 
three parking spaces and amenity space 
for existing No. 3. 

Mr Matthew Jones - 77 High Street, 
Cowbridge - Replace rotten sash win¬ 
dows to ground floor front elevation with 
timber sash windows on a like-for-like 
basis. 

Mr Philip Nedin - 6 Robinswood Close, 
Penarth - Conversion of existing 
attached single storey garage. 

J V Tree Services - Riversdale, 


Causeway, Llanblethian, Cowbridge - 

30 per cent reduction of lime tree, 
removal of two birch trees and reduction 
of Holm oak and two maple trees. 

Mr and Mrs Daniels - 5 Dyffryn Close, 
St Nicholas, Cardiff - Demolition of 
existing timber conservatory and replace¬ 
ment with new steel framed, slated roof, 
PVCu conservatory. 

Kingfisher Developments (Wales) - 9 
Wine Street, Llantwit Major - Change 
of use; front ground floor, retained as 
office. Rear ground floor, one bedroom 
flat with kitchen and bathroom. First 
floor, one bedroom flat with kitchen and 
bathroom. 

Mr Gerald Keen - Hendrewennol, 
Bonvilston - Erection of a timber framed 
barn for use by customers to purchase 
fruit and related produce, and refresh¬ 


ments. 

Ms S Myers and Mr R Law - West 
Aberthaw Farm, St Athan - Repair and 
refurbishment works to listed farmhouse; 
reslating with natural slate replacement 
rainwater goods, drainage lime mortar 
pointing, lime wash and render repairs, 
forming a new storm porch, replacing 
joinery with traditionally detailed sec¬ 
tions, modifying pitch to roof of 1970s 
East kitchen, internal repairs, regrading 
ground at rear where existing concrete 
channel is inadequate to prevent serious 
issues of dampness. Pointing and refur¬ 
bishment of chimneys, etc. 

Mrs Nicola Richards - Tudor Lodge, 
Bonvilston - Extension of existing wall at 
access, with a stone faced low wall with 
stone piers at approximately 2m centres 
and a close boarded timber infill fence. 


Morgannwg. 

She gained recogni¬ 
tion from the company 
for being the first 
apprentice ever to 
achieve all 11 distinc¬ 
tions, was presented 
with the engineering 
award from Coleg 
Morgannwg for highest 
achiever, had her Welsh 
Baccalaureate used as 
an exemplary example 
for the college, and has 
now been awarded the 
highly-coveted EEF 
Manufacturing Award 
for Outstanding 
Achievement by a 
Second Year Apprentice 
in Wales for her work 
last year. 

Amy thanked GE 
Aviation Wales for their 
continued support and 
guidance throughout her 
apprenticeship so far, 
and expressed her 
thanks to Coleg 
Morgannwg, her parents 
Margaret and Tim, and 
her partner Charlotte, 
for motivating and 
encouraging her along 
the way. AS 


Porthcawl 
singer to 
raise funds 
for charity 
project 



Catherine Walters taking a curtain call 
after Porthcawl Comprehensive School’s 
production of Les Miserables, where she 
played Fantine. 

Photograph by MALCOLM NUGENT 


A PORTHCAWL 
girl has just five 
weeks to raise £800 
to support a project 
that tackles poverty 
in Bangladesh. 

Catherine Walters, 19, 
of Nottage, is planning to 
travel to Bangladesh in 
January to work on a 
development programme 
for three months. 

Catherine will team up 
with Bangladeshi volun¬ 
teers to tackle some of 
the problems facing the 
community, after getting 
a place on the govern- 
ment-funded 
International Citizen 
Service (ICS). 

ICS allows young peo¬ 
ple aged 18-25 to con¬ 
tribute to long-term 
development projects in 
countries like Burkina 
Easo, Sierra Leone and 
Nepal. 

The scheme offers 
young people the chance 
to develop personally 
and learn about team 
working and leadership 
on projects that are of 
genuine value to commu¬ 
nities around the world. 

On return to the UK, 
ICS volunteers undertake 
an ‘Action at Home 
Project’, ensuring that 
their new skills also ben¬ 
efit their local communi¬ 
ties. 

Catherine, who is a 
familiar face at musical 
and drama productions 
with both Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School 
and PAODS, is now keen 
to use her experience to 
aid her fundraising. 

She is asking for help 
in finding venues for 
concerts over the 
Christmas and New Year 
period, and for donations 
of prizes which can be 
raffled. 

Catherine said: “I’ve 
been working hard busk¬ 
ing in the area and have 
been overwhelmed by 
people’s generosity. 
Christmas is a time for 
giving and I’m so glad 
that people want to help 
me to help others I 

“The project I’m 
working on is run by the 
development charity. 
Voluntary Services 
Overseas (VSO), and 


aims to tackle poverty- 
related issues such as 
health and hygiene, 
access to water, agricul¬ 
ture and education. 

“This is a unique 
opportunity to work 
alongside people from a 
different culture who 
have requested help from 
young volunteers to fight 
poverty and make a dif¬ 
ference where it’s needed 
most. 

To sponsor Catherine, 
visit: 
just giving. com/Catherine 
-Walters 1. Alternatively, 
if you would like to offer 
assistance by donating a 
venue, prize or service, 
e-mail: catherine-wal- 
ters @ hotmail. com. 

To find out more about 
ICS or to apply, visit: 
www.ics-uk.org.uk or 
call 0208 780 7400. 

Church 
bazaar 
in Holton 
Road 

THE Parish of 
Cadoxton-juxta- 
Barry is holding its 
annual bazaar on 
Saturday, 
November 24 at 
Ham in St Mary’s 
Church, Holton 
Road, Barry. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“This year we have a 
very special visitor who 
is flying in from Lapland, 
so come along and visit 
Santa in his Grotto. His 
elves will be with him 
and there will be a gift 
for everyone who visits 
him. 

“We have lots of fun 
games for the children, 
face painting, and a bran 
tub. Eor the adults there 
are stalls galore with 
white elephant, bottle, 
cans, cakes, jewellery, 
Christmas gifts, toys, 
and, of course, refresh¬ 
ments. 

“The prize draw has a 
first prize of a £50 
Christmas hamper, plus 
many more prizes. 
Admission “50p - all 
children free.” 
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On a still, quiet day, St Athan pays its own 


tribute to those who sacrificed their lives 


ST ATHAN can be 
one of the most 
exposed areas for a 
Remembrance 
Sunday event, but 
this year the air was 
still and the skies 
were clear. 

A large turn-out 
of villagers, young 
and old, were 
joined by Nicola 
Gibson,Deputy 
Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan, and 
representatives of 
MoD St Athan. 








TALK ON 
RNLI 

THE Llancarfan 
Tuesday Club met on 
Tuesday, November 
20 in the village hall, 
when Vicky Phillips 
of the RNLI, gave a 
talk entitled ^Call the 
Lifeboat’. 

Non-members are 
welcome to come to 
the club’s talks. 


Mike’s birds-eye view of Vale! 


ON Thursday, November 1, 
members of St Nicholas WI 
met for their monthly meeting. 

The guest speaker was Mike 
Wilcock, whose illustrated presenta¬ 
tion proved, as usual, to be informa¬ 
tive, interesting and exciting in many 
ways. 

We saw some amazing sights of 
Cardiff and the Vale, taken from and 
during an airship flight. 

In the presentation, Mike also 
included a visual description of his 
train journey from Glasgow to London 
with many humorous tales of travel¬ 


ling at 130mph. 

The competition, ‘A photograph 
taken in the Vale’, was won by Viv 
Hayes, with Jean Pontin taking second 
place. 

The vote of thanks was given by 
Wendy Lowe, and the raffle by 
Marjorie Banks. 

The business meeting was chaired 
by president Ann Bryant. The 
newsletter was discussed and we were 
reminded that our next meeting will be 
the Christmas party, when the host¬ 
esses will be the committee. EE 





















































34 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebook.com/slamor^ansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, November 22nd, 2012 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 28 November 2012 



HOTLI^^E 

01046 709800 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4UOvaleofglaniorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 
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H4U AeAnr-ca 

Sub tor • g|n||g pgraon 

or opapto ovor 40 

• Tno-baOwn Rit 

• Rfft Hopf 

• CnntraJ hankog 

• Ooubto-popryg 

Rant CB9 00 pa inc 
aMor A aarvoa cbargpt 



H4^tJ r0074^ 

SiMObar lor u tanil|r 

• Tirag-baProoni houta 

• Gas oaotrp naabng 

• Doutta*gtazmg 

• EnclDoaO rear garOao 

• Pvrkr^ 

Rant £SS.M par aaoi 
inckjdfHl sarvog ebargot 


OCMORC PLACE. BARRY 




SLAOEWOOO MOUSE. BARRY 



H4U ReAna'iJu 
Sutlnbla tor a taovay 

• Tno>baOn>ao heuaa 

• CmriTMi hankng 

• CXi i i a la p ina ng 

• Cordang 

Rant C9E03 v^eb 
mcAKSog aator ebargas 


RECTORY ROAO. BARRY 

I04f99? 

I SuM tor a amgla pariiao 

• crctHiplg-fiopteg 

[ •Ooa btdrDom flat 
I eRrM BoOf 
I •Canrai h«Mr>g 

I •OoiRtooa^oQ 


H4U mttMoca 218265 

SubaOtotoratioflto 

paraen oi coupia oaar 
00>no paia 
•Ona-baOrooiTi Oil 

• Upeinra 

• COrtral hantng 

• OotUa^^amg 
•W9l9r rmtW 

Riat €74 70 par rctu^ng 
opnr and ser\ice oNrpe 


REDLANDS AVENUE. PCNARTM 




Rant E7SE6 per o«e4 
•ociuOfHI Mfvloa ciMigg 


TENSING TERRACE. BARRY 


NAC/RetorerwZZJSTO 
Suit lor a Popo paraon. 
eotpla or oowia loogif 

• ToobaorooM tpi 
« Loagr ground 
•Cortrp heattig 

• DouUa-olBzrio 

• Coovotmp gardan 
Rom £00124 pa lOC 
oPkM 4 aareca cnargaa 



M4lC/^9hmnv9 27^9CJ9 

SoHobtatoraaopla 

poraon or rcapla ovnr 

S0-aapa4t 

•One baOrgom fpi 

•Upstors 

•Central haaOng 

•Double glaring 

•AMrrri tytaaro 

Rom £04u36 pa ifiC 

vnRir, aarvioaA Itoroi cfip 



HSU 2^3339 

SiRabla for a iloglt 
ptrgon or orrapto o«or 
66-00 pota 
•Ont^DiOroom llat 
•Saoond floor 
•Ca^fol haoW^ 
•Ooutala ^aang 
•WOrdao ond alarm 
Rom nOOAO p«r ooab 
incNOng aafor charges 


Addrofia 

BkJfa 

BiVid 

fWg. 

MagOirt Clean 

bt 

<krci 

0T.WT2 

NMppa Proem Cl 


Btoer 

2SQa*t2 

Raetmfato Read 

m 

Odd 

0IW11 

VtogoeodOnm 


YPTHORAmN 


Ht informBtinn fnrBuistinqdncI now counci Kngits 


Prom April 2013 Hougmg Bonem Rtios are changing lor ooflang agt’ tenamg Net In 
CouTKi and Nouamg AanoctaOan pcopnrttao. 4 fiiu am of panaan ago Mm cbonga ml not 

altooiyou. 

OocNrAona ■ei ba mada itom Mnier^ Ban«nt ctom otam a ciomam It onng n a cnoporty thi 
« clasgao aa too large lor thtm. Tharo al ba a UH deduction tof one eoeva tMdroon and a 
799r dodueboT' lor too or aom bfdrooma 

To oaicUagi room neodb tof a clani, ona bo^^rom ie aiunod tof aocb ul Vto folloang. 

• omery adift couple: 

• any omt ad Ji auad o%or tS 

• any tore ctadfBh ot the tame geo up to age >«c 

• arr/ lati cMSrwn tagartaai of aaa agod trmsa tOt or 

• any oner cNfdl 

etsmia i:flktra> an mil tnekida] m Ihm ciruilalloo 


You mumt bn a NOaaSfl IQ mnmbnr to appip lor arrp e4 thnan homnm. bitclnq *c; ~ ^ 

ttPo fOu* (f p»i^'*^ca. Al otscr plcrn Aixl olfia* delays an ^jr^tn m good 1t<!h r.-- 

f) mirsvly themtre^'^ cc to tbar cormetrKoe Snyv^do o a rhpntacln ncutmq 


A elaglt pgreon fot worlung age| Htng la a tao-bodroom proparty 

Thn omaanmnarr of roan r aa i -aoiOd bo ona bndroam, oo a 14% dnciiCtKn Iram tbar HoMeag 

Bonof t woUd apofy. 

A couiao (dI nmroaig apel toing la a Piroo-bodroons pvoparty 

lha aggoosiTOfC of room rpgo oouid bo ona bodroom. ao a 2SH deductoxi iron ihaY Housrrg 
Bnnott vmitd apctpr 

A elagla parent or eoipla afpt a aeo agod 8 and a dauiRaai agod 8 , tataig to 4 sooo-bodroom 


lha attoemiram of room fiMO noiad to tae bodaomm, go ihani vmtid bo a 14H doducton 
bom Tstf Mousng Beneff 

A aaigir parent or eoiple alPi fcaa deupWara. apad 12 oiN A and a aon apad A Koig la a 
ttooe badroom proporty 

Thn Msammnvirr ol rotan tmmis ooiJfel bn eirmn bn cl i ocH m mi no iJodirnon nouP apfiv 


or'n if r miAnd to 

fn :4Vt bjl f7'5: : 


/rrf ^ OtwwiKld ^ f5L- 
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Maes llltuds, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Conservatory 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£125, 



Greys Drive, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
View Today 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£129,950 



Gileston Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£134,950 




Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
Good Location 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£134,999 



Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modernised and Updated 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£149,950 



Georgian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Call Today To View 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£156,950 



St Johns View, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Village Location 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£165, 



Eurgan Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
South Side Location 
View Today 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



Harding Close, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
South Facing Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£219,950 



Ceredwyn Cottage, Llantwit Major 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
View Today 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£227,500 



Whitewell Drive, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 

Extended Detached Family Home 
Southerly Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Attention Landlords... 

Full management can reduce stress and improve profit 


1 ;rA kTiil* \ • T»: 

Ze O f <J a -JM; 0 n _• ■ : j. rT>: f y 
<■*•'1 1 *• rg . f »» M ;|-1 •!>« 


tji.w 

►ill i-ryi lO, •’'j I I, L»Jl»4 J L» 


!> V-t) i%r f k a- 

c^v rr .v- i. 


FfOfii a Sitpropfiftf to ^ Kit i|ti porTfcACL ocr ARLA qualififid iir>ombttr car proykla 
trfH* on 41 ri^r^nt propi»rty or r% piirrh.^no 

Claire Edwards MARLA - 01446 791 966 or 07847 888 730 ARLA 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 


Magpie Road, St Athan - £495 pern 
Two bedrooms, kitchen/diner, rear garden. 

Starling Road, St Athan - £495 pem 
Two bedrooms,mid iink, kitchen/diner. 

Fontygary Road, Rhoose - £500 pem 
Two bedrooms, new bathroom, iarge iounge 

Scott Ciose, St Athan - £500 pem 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Lougher Piace, St Athan - £525 pern 
Two bedrooms, private garden, 
aiiocated parking 

Greenway Court, Barry - £550 pem 

Two bedrooms, kitchen/diner, enciosed garden. 

Crawshay Drive, Liantwit Major - £550 pem 
Two bedrooms, front and rear gardens, 
gas centrai heating. 

Maiiory Ciose, St Athan - £550 pem 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, 
enciosed rear garden 

Muriande Way, Rhoose - £550 pem 
Two bedrooms, shower room, front and 
rear gardens. 

Muriande Way, Rhoose - £555 pem 
Two bedrooms, drive and GCH. 

Muriande Way, Rhoose - £575 pem 

Two bedrooms, shower room, fitted kitchen. 

Kendrick Road, Barry - £560 pem 

Three bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, gardens. 

Manor Park, Liantwit Major - £625 pem 
Three bedrooms, detached property, two 
receptions, garage and driveway. 

Giamorgan Street, Barry - £675 pem 
Three bedrooms, iarge reception rooms, 
first fioor bathoom. 

Liys Dwynwen, Liantwit Major - £675 pem 

Heoi Y Dryw, Rhoose Point - £695 pem 
Three bedrooms, En Suite, Parking 

Ciaude Road West, Barry - £700 pem 
Semi-Detached,Three bedrooms, 

Large rear garden. 

Grange Gardens, Liantwit Major - £925 pem 
Five bedrooms, Refurbished four piece famiiy 
bathroom, Front and rear gardens. 

Call Claire today to book a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk' 




Ready to buy 
in Sunny Spain? 

If you can proceed 
with cash, or if you need 
a 100% mortgage 
we can help. 

We have bank 
repossessions with prices 
to suit all budgets. 


Call Paul Freephone 
0800 135 7503 






rightmove.*^ 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

0' A CofVfTMfTjiK 

0* 24 Hctr 7 
1- Wi'irtn 

Mt* > r-» 


CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


^^J/ale of GlamorganJ 
Bridgend 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


m 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


V WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel.TIM on 07980 702229/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSjy COVERING ALL AREAS JSiJ 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aeriai & Sateilite Instailations - 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Instaiiation & Repair 
^ « Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additionai TV Points 

• Digitai Aeriai instaiiations 

^ • Free Home Visits 

• Freesat instaiiations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


lEifflUiKiiacfLig] 


ACORN __ 

Building & Property Services 

From easing a door or laying your- 

patio to building a new extension. 

Quolifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 




y ✓ V' 


GRAB 

PLANT H IRE LTD ~ 

^■TjTTrrnT^^k • New Build • Extensions 
• Driveways • Tarmac 
HwjfwWWTO • Drop Kerbs 



01446700535 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


d i a m: ■ n d 

Property Services (Wales) 

All electrical work undertaken 
plus a full range of home improvements 
and maintenance services at affordable prices 
with over 25 years experience 
in the building trade. 


Tel. 07980 712 777 




email: diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
* Blinds 

•Shutters 

♦Awniogs f solar 

•Canopies bUndS 


SOIAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


Plan ahead 
for 2013. 
Use the GEM 
to promote 
your business. 
Reach 43,000 
reatders and 
be seen 
on the web. 

Call: 

01446 

774484 

'Ine 

GEM 



E 


MILLENNIUM 
BLINDS WALES 


WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS 

^ Wood Venetian Blinds - Buy 2 get 1 FREE ^ 


20% OFF all other Blinds 

Serving Caridiff and the Vale of Glamorgan 
Fast, Frien(dly Service 

02920 621111 

Showroom at: 70 Merthyr Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff. 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



VALE BLINDS(w..es)L» 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit B lin ds • Intu Blinds 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


The GEM 


BLEND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 
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Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Oiigiiial Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Excel Swee^ m 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 





<SQi©©toa©a[i ©©cfwa®©3. 


£lear^otV-\ 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance eertifieates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 




google me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 



'W Hits wood 

m GRIFFITHS 

- we're 

jlK CARPENTRY 

CARPENTRY veTj) good! 

All Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 

Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 

Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 

www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 

Call Peter 07749 617322 


'0Q®a[D3Mii 


ALPHA HOME 
CLEANING SERVICE 

• Professional Carpet 
Cleaning 

• Leather Suites 
Cleaned and Treated 

A good, reliable, prompt 
service, giving the 
highest standards possible. 
Special rates for senior 
citizens. 

01656 788901 or 
07986 450609 


GUTTER CLEANING 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


TheCiEM 

01446 
774 484 


1st 





Services 


0 


CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

I with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


Quality installation 
of Kitchen and 
Bedroom fittings 
“Local reliable staff’ 

Call Paul now for 
a free quotation 

07568 159619 

prservices2012@hotmail.co.uk 

■^Carpentry 

• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
• Kitchens 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 
Call Steve on 
07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


[pQualba® (gjaasBiagi 


HEATH 


& Doors 




aS. 

T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


AUTUMN - WINTER 

OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, 

Reliable Service 


FREE BACK 
DOOR 

when you buy 1 x 
front door and 3 or 
more windows 





Repair 

Specialists 


I Locksmiths I 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estinnate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


mndow ree uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


MORE 

GARDEN 

SERVICES 

NEXT PAGE 


VfILE CARPETS 

comedo to- ^occ 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 7aaii7 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

• Misted Units inc. 

Bevels & Stains Bridi 

• Broken Handles/ 

Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired and Upgraded 

• Fully Qualified Locksnnith 


www.bHdgendwindows.com 


/RE^iFIT 

^ (Established Family Business) 

& 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


INSTi 

ELECTRI 

Commercial 

* All electrical w 

* Fuse Board Re 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 

MJL^l 

CAL , 1 

& Domestic 
rork undertaken 
placement 

FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAIUBLE 

FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 

FREE SURVEY = 
AVAILABLE ^ 

01446 733773 Br 
07816 091425^ 


ID.GULLIVER' 


tel 

U 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
4 No Job too Small 
4 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


Brian Rttloy 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave RefFell 

Electrical Services 

-h— 

^ Domestic 
I "I Installer 
I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. CO. uk 




Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ Domestic ancC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering Con^erciaC 

01446 771137 Quotations 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Driveways • Patios • Fencing • Decking 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing 
www.gardenandlaiidscapcservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 

info@garclenaiid.landscapeserviceSoCO.iik 

m 




:(/niijJete (lartk^n Semcesi 


S-M-Vaughan 

■ 

mIrb errs 

■ Approved Comracto 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines^ Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
^ Bridgend 659354 ^ 07974 120082 


'TM ivi, • IHl KIV. • T«E« 

ASD l.»% J S, FADD KSD fAIICII 

TrlrfilMiwr: #1444 4I942H 
or <17745 611753 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge 

Vale V 
Tree Serihces > 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 




35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services .• 

by fully qualified indentured,-! 
Service Engineers 



Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reiiabie Service 


01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


A 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 I 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



CELTIC g 

plumbing! 

& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 ^ 
07956 887536 ^ 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Sptdd offtr Midi dirlitms 

S.iOQ M IftoIkU doMbk-tidsd foldt4 iSM 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


§QCr^!/3i^ 


HAWKINS 

KITCHEN RENOVATIONS 



Carpentry - Tiling - Plumbing - Decorating 
Multi Coloured LED Lighting 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

Complete Bespoke Kitchen Refurbishment 

Transform your Kitchen 
before Christmas 

Call Paul on 01446 713813 
or 07701 011158 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roof i ng 


New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.sih^roofing.co.uk 

_ 




J.M.C Ryan & Son 

ROOFING - REPAIRS - CARPENTRY 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs •Installation " 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


‘DC Tlumbinij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

r 

0M44 mi 
0m m 9000 




S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING ■ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators /j 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency caU out. 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 
FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 




gZm Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
P " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For aU your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


®@Q [i!a®Q®ffam> 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


Gals^QrK 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


[PQ[iQD 0 Ll[ba®g] ©©TOa©©3 


Barry Plambing 
Sarvicas /i 

All Plumbing and 200106 
Boiler Work carried out 
24 hour service 
All work guaranteed 

Tel. 07815 781627 


J P EOWARDS 


F>i Mr; 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 


01<44« 7M127 


0771* ttOSSSA 


GUY FORD 

QmEtyPhstering 

Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


i [-fj PLASTERINC 

Cowbridge &Vale 


Damp, Internal 
& External Work 
Free Quotes 

01446 734264 
or 07870 519757 


®©dqq®\!/®Qs 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
^for Barry & The Vale _ 


POSSIBLYJHE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE^pfecYCLE RE-USE 


Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


Abacus 




Hire 


Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


Mixed Waste or Stone 

2 yard £79 £65 


4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 


16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 




INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC a COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



St.Athan 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


> Grass Cuttings 

> House Removal 

' Rubbish Removal 
’ Hedge Trimming 

> Gutters, Fascia’s 
Cleaned 

’ Free Quotes 


07763 007819 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 
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Established oy^r 23years ^ 

n^iCestyU 


Martyn Hacker 
SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 


in 


AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

07816 668076 or 01446 792676 1 

martynhackerOS @ hotmail.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instalktion 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 
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WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07570 931487 


SCRAP YOUR CmEGALLY I 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price local ly[3Sl!5S tor: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
theOVLAand 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 



you lor your 
Toppdotadssnloi 


Why trash it? Cash it! 

Now Open at Llandow 

Emil: ktfft^mfortirtjiLauft 



Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the BT Phone Book 
in Swansea, Port Tenant, Gorseinon, 
Portmead, Clydach, Morriston, Neath 
Abbey, Neath, Port Talbot, Bridgend and 
surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a car to transport your directories. 

CaU 0844 742 1333 

www.thomsondirectories.com/distribution 

Text BTSWAN to 07786 208008 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc . .. 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Part Time 
Administrative 
Position 

Architect Practice. 
Cowbridge area. 
Phone Andrew for details 

07913 151233 


SUTTONS Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 / 07971 648596 


Sunkissed 

Llantwit Major 

require 

Nail Technician/ 
Beautician 

Please ring for full details 

on 01446 796883 


THE CEDARS 
CARE SERVICE LTD. 

require 

SUPPORT 

WORKERS 

for maternity and relief 
eontraets. Experienee: NVQ 
preferred (but not essential). 
Training given. 

Please contact 
Tanya Bennett on 

01446 400491 

for more details 



Ltandow Metals 


I LICENSED FACILITY | 


Enquiries 01446 792669 or 07966 171840 


DHSolutions-VehicleTradeisI 

Scrap ornot we buy the lot CASH I AhnOY 

of Barry 


minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

wpin minimum any vehicie 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Three Bedroom Terrace 
£600 pern 

Tel: 07581193099 


laiiiii] minimum any vehicie 
pre 1993 L Registration 


vvvvw.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


Company 

requires 
2/3 cr 4 Be6 
Prcperty in 
Bri(dgen(d cr Vale 
tc rent. 

Call Jen cn 
01656 330065 


iH a 



KEY FOUND 


on the ground at the 
lights/crossing, 
Cowbridge main street 
beside Jenny Wrens. 
Could be a locker key. 

Call Eileen 01446 774484 

for more information 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern. 
We, LITTLE BLUE CAFE 
Ltd., do hereby give notice 
that we have applied to the 
Licensing Authority (Vale of 
Glamorgan Council) tor the 
grant of our Premises 
Licence/Club Registration 
Certificate at 86 High 
Street, Barry, known as 
Little Blue Deli. 

The application is to include 
the sale of alcohol on the 
premises. 

Any person wishing to make 
representations in respect of 
this application may do so in 
writing to the Licensing 
Team, Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry CF63 
4RU not later than 28 days 
after November 15, 2012. 
Representations received 
after this date will not be 
considered. 

A copy of the application can 
be viewed at the Civic 
Offices during normal office 
hours. 

It is an offence to knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
this application - the 
maximum tine on summary 
conviction being £5,000. 

November 16,2012 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


FREE 

ANIMAL 

BEDDING 

SHREDDED WOOD FOR 
COWS, HORSES ETC. 

Telephone: 
01446 794885 




W A Brown Son 


Funofiii Directors 


• m wort M riin > |n f 

Pembroke Mouse. 

College Street. Uflntwit Mftjor 
01446 792 469 W 


20ft Internally Stored 

SHIPPING CONTAINER 
FOR RENT 

in a securely fenced, patrolled building 
in Barry. Ideal domestic/business use. 
24/7 access - £30 per week. 

Tel. 07963 022104 


01446 774 484 


'^H.PI^E^&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
EUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


©ac?a[!ii£la)ys 


KATE BROWN 

Happy 30th Birthday 

on 25th November 





With lots of love from Gareth and 
all your family (old and new!) 
xxxxxxxxx 


ALAN 

HOPKIN 

Happy 60th 
Birthday Today 
22 - 11-2012 
Enjoy your day! 
With lots of love 
from Carol xxx 




1 
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^ TANNER ^ 

Congratulations to our precious Mum & Dad, 
Gramma & Grampy on their 
Diamond Anniversary on 29th November. 

are all so lucky to 
have you both. 
Lots oflovejkm 
all the family 
xxx 





WILLIAMS 

Vincent (Vince) 

Mary, Alan and family would like to say thank 
you to all the many relatives and friends who 
attended Vince’s funeral and for the personal 
flowers, messages of sympathy and donations 
received. We would also like to say a special 
thank you to Anthony and staff at A G Adams 
and particularly to Rev Mon James for his 
words of comfort and support. 


JONES 

Elizabeth Valmai (Val) 

Formerly of Llanfair TH 

Passed away peacefully at home in her sleep with 
her family. Beloved wife of Dr Owen Llewelyn Jones, 
much loved and adored by sons Geraint, Rhys and 
the late Eryl, adored Nain to Seren and Martha, 
will be sadly missed by all. 

Funeral service at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge on 
Monday, 26th November at 12 noon followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if desired, 
made payable to the British Red Cross and forwarded 
to the British Red Cross, Ground Floor, River House, 
Cardiff CF15 9SS. 


SMALL 


15th November 2012, peacefully in hospital, 
Robert aged 75 years, of Hurworth. 

Reunited with his loving wife Maureen, much loved 
and greatly missed dad of Elaine, Tracy and Keld, 
loving brother of Deirdre, wonderful grandad of Iona, 
Main and Aiden. Funeral Monday 26th November. 
Would Mends please meet at 10.45am for service at 
Darhngton Crematorium. Family flowers only please. 
Donations, if so desired, to Darlington Stroke Club. 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 

nc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
and line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 

Ikea Child’s 
Pine Bed 

With mattress - suit¬ 
able up to age 10. 

As new £50. 

Tel 02920 
708793 

Panasonic 37” 
Internet Smart TV 

Full HD, 4 HDMI, 2 

USB, 1 Scart, SD Card, 
Dolby Digital, 4 year 
warranty remaining, can 
be seen working £350. 

Tel: 01446 794510 

2 New uPVC 
Double Tilt & Turn 
Windows 

Wrong style, bought in 
error. 1550cm x 1400cm. 
Need to collect from buyer 
(Barry). Original price £600 

£400 ono 

Tel 01446 74924%,^^ 

Mahogany Hall 
Table by McNally 

2 drawers, lower shelf, 
107Lx42Wx74H cm. 

As new £80. 

Tel: 01446 760741 

47/48 

3 Ladies Coats 

Size 20. 

1 size 24 £15 each. 
Barbour Wax Jacket and 
Barbour Wax Gilet, both 
large £75 each. 

Ladies dressing gown 
20/22 £15. All new. 

Tel 01446 773819 

45/46 

Padded 

Headboard 

for double bed, peach 
colour, as new. 

Also matching bedroom 
chair £30. 

Tel: 01446 408462 . 

White Door 
Canopy 

Grey apex roof, fibreglass 
£75 ono. Bathroom sink & 
pedestal, new £35 ono. 
Welsh Dresser, fairly good 
condition £50 ono. 

Tel 01446 621162 
07543 151177 

3 Seater 
Brown Leather 
Settee 

Excellent condition 

£100. 

Tel: 01446 794268 

47/48 

Bathroom 
Cabinet single door, 
mirrored, white (boxed, 
brand new) £57. 

White Folding 
Shower Seat (boxed, 
brand new) £55. 

Tel 01446 750440 

46/47 

Large Size 
Barbour 
Stockman 
Coat 

As new £80. 

Tel: 01446 775178 

Sprint Master 
Cross Trainer 

Offers. 

Mahogany Pedestal 

Desk 7 drawers, 54” wide 

X 23” deep x 30” high 

£200. 

Tel 01446 794644 
07710 179362 

46/47 

Dining 
Room Table 
& 4 Chairs 

Light wood, good 
condition. £100. 

Tel 07932 947777 

46/47 



( [ia®Q®Gr*S ] 
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1995 Reg 

BMW 3161 Compact 

Boston Met. Green, taxed, 

MOT till Aug 2013. New shock 
absorbers, new brake pipes, 
new hand brake and steering 
overhaul. FSH, efficient, 
reliable. Good condition. 

£995 ono 
01446 742669 ,, 

02 FORD KA 
1249CC 3-dr 
Manual 

Met dark blue. 

New MoT, e/w. 
Excellent condition. 

£1,250 ono 
01446 773307 

Days Medical 
Strider Powered 
Scooter 

Read legal, lights (frent 
and rear), indicaters, 
secendary braking sys¬ 
tem. Tep cf the range. 

£795 Reduced 

01656 662473 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

^ Advertise 

old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 


Blackmill marks Remembrance 
Sunday in the sunshine 



Words and photos by 

MICHAEL RIDLEY 



GEM reader Michael Ridley submitted these 
photographs of the Blackmill Remembrance 
Sunday service. 

He said: “The day went well, the morning 
was dry and the sun was out. The service was 
led by Paran Chapel, the minister was Rev 
Peter Elwood, and the deacons were Mr Bill 
Griffiths and Mr Brian Harris. 

“It was a good turn-out by the local people 
of Blackmill.” 



Carer invites readers 

GET ‘BREATHLESS 
IN BRIDGEND’ 


BRIDGEND resi¬ 
dent Elin Jones, 
who cared for her 
husband during a 
long period of ill- 
health, is encour¬ 
aging people to get 
‘Breathless in 
Bridgend’ - a joint 
initiative between 
ABMU Health 
Board and the 
British Lung 
Foundation Wales. 

On November 28, 
from lpm-3pm, she 
will be in attendance 
at an event in Maesteg 
Leisure Centre called 
‘Breathless in 
Bridgend’, where she 
will be joined by other 
members of her 
Breathe Easy group, 
to let people know of 
the help and support 
that is available for 
the one in five people 
in Wales affected by 
lung disease. 

In 2008, after 
already having a diag¬ 
nosis of chronic 
breathing problems, 
her husband, 

Rheinallt, was diag¬ 
nosed with Interstitial 
Pulmonary Fibrosis. 

The condition, 
which has no known 
cause or current treat¬ 
ment, had a profound 
impact on their day- 
to-day living, until 
Rheinallt sadly passed 
away in March of this 
year. 

Elin used to work as 
a secretary in St 
Fagans Museum, and 
has spent the last few 
years caring for her 
husband who became 
increasingly breathless 
as a result of his lung 
condition. 

In 2009, they start¬ 
ed to attend the local 
Breathe Easy group 


together, which is sup¬ 
ported by the British 
Lung Foundation. The 
group provides valu¬ 
able social support, as 
well as providing 
opportunities to hear 
from guest health and 
community speakers 
about what people can 
do to improve their 
quality of life. 

Elin Jones said: 
“The group quickly 
became very impor¬ 
tant to us. It was good 
to meet other people 
who share the same 
experiences and every¬ 
day difficulties that 
are faced by people 
with lung disease. 

“As a carer, it was 
useful for me to attend 
to try and understand 
what my husband was 
going through, physi¬ 
cally and emotional¬ 
ly.” 

Elin is still attend¬ 
ing the group, which 
has provided many 
enjoyable memories 
and brought her lots 
of friends. 

Now she wants 
other people to receive 
the same support and 
advice as she has. 

Elin continued: “I 
want everyone in the 
area who has a lung 
condition to come 
along to Maesteg 
Leisure Centre - 
whether it’s asthma, 
COPD, IPF, or lung 
cancer - there is sup¬ 


port out there for 
you.” 

Chris Mulholland, 
head of British Lung 
Foundation Wales, 
added: “There were 
46,218 emergency 
admissions for respi¬ 
ratory disease in 
Wales last year. 

“We hope to inform 
people of the help and 
support that is freely 
available in communi¬ 
ties across Wales, how 
they can better man¬ 
age their condition, 
reduce that feeling of 
isolation - and, hope¬ 
fully, reduce the 
chances of people hav¬ 
ing to be admitted to 
hospital.” 

Amongst those on 
hand with advice will 
be: Breathe Easy, com¬ 
munity pharmacy, NHS 
Direct, EPP Cymru, 
Bridgend Carers 
Centre, Fire Service, 
the Health Board 
Community 
Respiratory Team, 
Public Health Wales, 
Care & Repair, Red 
Cross, Age Concern, 
National Exercise 
Referral Scheme, and 
Maesteg Leisure 
Centre. 

Breathe Easy 
Bridgend meet on the 
third Tuesday of each 
month, from 2pm-4pm, 
at Coity High 
Community Centre, 
Heol West Plus, 
Litchard, Bridgend. 


Festive crafts 

ON November 28 at 6.30pm, St Richard Gwyn 
Catholic High School will be opening its doors 
to the public for the Christmas fair. 

As part of the year-10 students’ Welsh 
Baccalaureate enterprise, they have been busy 
creating everything crafty for the perfect 
Christmas. There will be a special visit from 
Santa with the opportunity to have photos taken 
with him in the grotto. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 


Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01165/LBC 

Demolition, alteration and extension works to 
apartment Nos. 1 - 3 Llandough Castle Flats 
1-3, Llandough Castle Flats, Llandough 

Grade II 


2012/01178/LBC 

Replace rotten sash windows to ground floor front 
elevation with timber sash windows on a like for like 
basis 

77, High Street, Cowbridge 
Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01185/LBC 

Repair and refurbishment works to listed farmhouse: 
reslating with natural slate replacement rainwater 
goods, drainage lime mortar pointing, lime wash and 
render repairs, forming a new storm porch, replacing 
joinery with traditionally detailed sections, modifying 
pitch to roof of 1970s East Kitchen, internal repairs, 
regrading ground at rear where existing concrete 
channel is inadequate to prevent serious issues of 
dampness. Pointing and refurbishment of chimneys 
etc. 

West Aberthaw Farm, St, Athan 
Grade II 


2012/01208/LBC 

Erection of a single storey timber framed orangery 
replacing existing extension and garage. 
Swanbridge House, St. Marys Well Bay Road, 
Swanbridge, Penarth 

Grade II 


May affect a Public Right of Way / 

Gall effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/01152/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: Dwelling house with treatment plant drainage and 

access, in connection with racing stables 
Location:/Lleoliad: Pant Wilkin Stables, Aberthin, Cowbridge 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 


Dated / Dyddiedig: 22nd November, 2012 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Sixth form pupils compete in football 
friendly graced by two ‘wonder goals’ 



COWBRIDGE 
sixth form pupils 
recently took part 
in a friendly foot¬ 
ball game that was 
organised by the 
pupils themselves. 

Mr Thomas and Mr 
Hopkins were on hand 
to ensure fair play and 
keep the large crowd 
under control during the 
KS4 lunch hour. 

Although the score 
ended with an emphatic 
win for the white team, 
special mention must go 
to Adam Roscrow for 
scoring two wonder 
goals. 

Jake Hill Anderson 
also converted from the 
halfway line in what 
must go down as one of 
the luckiest goals ever 
witnessed at the 
‘Theatre of 
Nightmares’! 

Well done to both 
sets of players and man¬ 
agers for making the 
game enjoyable and 
friendly. 

Hockey 
THE senior hockey 
team played their 
first match of the 
season against 
Brynteg after a 
number of cancel¬ 
lations. 

The team were made 
up of year-10-13 girls 
and Brynteg had a simi¬ 
lar composition. 

In the first half, Rosa 
Hartman scored a great 
goal after much of the 
game being fifty-fifty in 
possession. In the sec¬ 
ond half, Brynteg domi¬ 
nated the first 10 min¬ 
utes; goalkeeper 
Hannah Lee saving a 
number of high speed 
shots. 

Elbe Eddy-Williams, 
Katie Wynne, Eliza 
Smith, Laura Howells 
and Laurie Thomas also 
played well in defence, 
but Brynteg snatched a 
goal, making it 1-1. 

Izzy Eddy-Williams, 
Olivia Brown, Rachel 
Bradshaw, Hannah 


Lister-Sims, Rosa 
Hartman, Evie 
Williams, and Romy 
Killick all played well 
in attack and midfield. 

Rosa Hartman took 
an opportunity and 
scored another great 
goal, making the final 
score 2-1, earning her 
the ‘player of the 
match’ title. 

The year-8 and year- 
9 hockey teams played 
against a mixed 8/9 St 
Gyres team. Year-9 
played first, and the 
attack and midfield of 
Seren Allin, Cerys 
Bradshaw, Jemma 
Viney, Genevieve Kirk, 
Izzy Eisher and Ella 
Jones did most of the 
work attacking the goal. 

The defence of 
Sophia Harpin, Megan 
Buncombe and Molly 
Price were all moved 
from defence for the 
final five minutes of the 
first half. It was 4-0 at 
the end of the half, with 
goals from Cerys, Seren 
and two from Jemma. 

In the second half, 
the year-8 team played. 
Sophie Oddy was given 
player of the match for 
her excellent contribu¬ 
tion in defence, stop¬ 
ping St Gyres entering 
their attacking area. 
Hannah Sloan, Robyn 
Edwards and Selina 
Radcliffe all played 
well in attack with 
Selina scoring two 
goals. Well done to both 
teams! 

Netball 

THE year-9 and 10 
netball teams 
played Bro 
Morgannwg away 
on Tuesday, 
November 6. 

The year-10s played 
first and got off to a 
somewhat shaky start. 
Basic handling errors 
enabled the Bro 
Morgannwg girls to 
remain in a tight match 
and the score was level 
3-3 at half-time. 

In the second half, 
the Cowbridge girls 


regained their compo¬ 
sure, worked hard to 
drive forward for the 
ball, and cut out the 
unforced errors. 

Excellent defence 
from Sally Gambling at 
GK, Rebecca Thomas at 
GD and Hannah Lister- 
Sims at WD forced Bro 
out of the game and 
enabled the Cowbridge 
attack to take advantage 
of the turnovers. 

A strong second half 
resulted in an excellent 
11-5 win for 
Cowbridge. Well done 
to all the girls! 

Team: GS - Laura 
Young; GA - Kim 
Jerwood; WA - Evie 
Williams; C - Ellie 
Eddy-Williams; WD - 
Hannah Lister-Sims; 

GD - Rebecca Thomas; 
GK - Sally Gambling. 

The year-9 game got 
off to an equally slow 
start, probably due to 
the cold weather, but 
Cowbridge soon found 
their stride and led 5-3 
at half-time. 

In the second half, 
outstanding intercep¬ 
tions from Bethan 
Swallow at GD kept 
Cowbridge in the game 
and ensured the ball 
remained predominantly 
in the attacking half. 

Very accurate shoot¬ 
ing from Olivia Jones at 
GA and Lucy Housley 
at GS enabled 
Cowbridge to forge 
ahead and secure a 12-6 
win. Well done to all 
the girls! 

Team: GS - Lucy 
Housley; GA - Olivia 
Jones; WA - Annie 
Lloyd; C - Maya Bell; 
WD - Niamh Jenkins; 
GD - Bethan Swallow; 
GK - Emma 

Players of the Match: 
year-10 - Hannah 
Lister-Sims, year-9 - 
Beth Swallow and 
Annie Lloyd. 

Rugby 

ON Tuesday, 
November 6, the 
year-8 rugby team 
played Plasmawr. 


Cowbridge were the 
undefeated champions 
of the Vale last year, 
and Plasmawr were the 
undefeated champions 
of Cardiff. This made 
for a hotly contested 
game, one of huge brag¬ 
ging rights. 

The game kicked off, 
and straight from the 
start it was apparent 
that Plasmawr were a 
team whose calibre we 
had never come across 
before. Within five min¬ 
utes, they had scored 
their first try, one which 
could have been avoid¬ 
ed. Plasmawr led 5-0. 

Cowbridge made 
their way up into the 
Plasmawr half, with a 
number of great runs 
from Rhydian Williams, 
but could not turn this 
territory into points. 

The blindside flanker 
for Plasmawr was steal¬ 
ing ball and gaining a 
lot of hard yards. After 
another turnover, 
Plasmawr spread the 
ball wide to their dan¬ 
ger blindside flanker, 
who powered over to 
make the score 12-0. 

Cowbridge, who had 
only conceded two tries 
in all competitions last 
year, had conceded this 
amount in 15 minutes 
and were shell-shocked. 

The end of the first 
half was very close, 
with Sam Corkill and 
Rhydian Williams put¬ 
ting in some magnifi¬ 
cent hits, but try as they 
might, they could not 
keep Plasmawr out. 

Again, from another 
turnover ball, 

Cowbridge’s defence 
was not organised, and 
Plasmawr threw the ball 
wide and scored in the 
corner for a devastating 
blow before half-time. 

The second half was 
a different story. 
Cowbridge had learnt 
their mistakes of over 
committing to the rucks 
and not fanning out 
enough in defence. 

Plasmawr were the 


first to score in the sec¬ 
ond half through an 
unlucky bounce of the 
ball. It made its way to 
the winger, who ran up 
the touchline for an 
early try. 

Cowbridge, unhappy 
with how the game had 
progressed, showed 
their grit and determina¬ 
tion, and were looking a 
much better side. 

They were making 
good ground down the 
field, with bursting runs 
from Tom Williams, 
James Guard, Jack 
Roberts, Sam and 
Rhydian. 

With a scrum on the 
five yard line, 
Cowbridge were in 
prime position to get 
some points on the 
board. Rhys Durlucia 
picked up the ball from 
the No8 position and 
crashed over. 

The score was 24-5, 
and that is how the 
game ended. 

Player of the Match: 
Rhydian Williams and 
Sam Corkill. 

On Monday, 
November 5, the year-7 
rugby team played 
Plasmawr with both 
schools distinguished 
for their excellent rugby 
teams. 

Cowbridge started 
well with a try in the 
first few minutes. The 
forwards sucked all the 
defence in with a cou¬ 
ple of bursts around the 
ruck area. 

Noticing this, loan 
Williams and Evan 
Thomas spread the ball 
wide for Edward Lewis 
to run in an easy try 
from the 22 metre line. 
The try was excellently 
converted by loan 
Williams. 

Cowbridge were 
looking like a very 
good side, turning ball 
over and gaining 
ground at will. The sec¬ 
ond try came from 
Ruben Williams, who 
drove his way through a 
number of tacklers and 


dived over the line. 
Again, the try was 
excellently converted 
by loan. 

The boys did not stop 
there. Straight from the 
restart, they began to 
put together some love¬ 
ly rugby, changing from 
strong midfield runs to 
great hands out to the 
flanks. Michael Bosley 
extended the lead with a 
try in the corner from a 
well-taken overlap. 

The second half was 


approaching, but not 
before Ben Jones 
picked up a loose ball 
and flopped over the 
line for another try. At 
half-time the score was 
31-0 to Cowbridge, and 
they were putting in a 
great all-round perform¬ 
ance. 

A number of changes 
were made in the sec¬ 
ond half, and it was 
brilliant to see all the 
year-7 boys who turned 
out (keep it up boys). 


Ruben Williams led 
by example and scored 
a try that involved a 
few bits of skill, and a 
few bits of aggression 
and strength. 

Evan Thomas sup¬ 
plied the conversion. 

Plasmawr pulled two 
late tries back, but the 
game was already won. 
Well done year-71 
Player of the match: 
Michael Bosley, Barney 
Langton-Cryer, Barty 
Norton and Ruban 
Williams. 


Lacklustre Llant’wit 
take three points 


FOLLOWING a good per¬ 
formance at home last week¬ 
end, Llantwit Major AFC 
travelled to the Leckwith 
Stadium on Saturday to play 
Cardiff Grange Harlequins. 

Unfortunately, on a bright sunny 
day in Cardiff, it was only the weather 
that could be praised as it was a lack¬ 
lustre performance by the Major 
against lower placed opposition on a 
well prepared pitch and was a great 
disappointment to those who had trav¬ 
elled for this Welsh League fixture. 

Early chances were squandered by 
several of the visiting team in the first 
30 minutes but the worst of these was 
when Tom Rees blasted a shot over the 
bar from 2 yards out. 

It was 35 minutes before the 
Harlequins had a shot at goal and after 
that first good chance they had a good 
spell of play either side of half-time 
creating several good goal scoring 
chances and keeping the Major pegged 
in their own half. 

The home side had another great 


shot which struck the bar with force 
and fortunately for Major the ball 
bounced clear; it was further cleared 
up-field and played through to leading 
scorer Nash, in an offside position 
which was not spotted by the referee; 
he rounded the keeper and shot but the 
ball struck the post and out of play. 

The Major then took the lead with a 
fluke of a goal which came from a 
cross by Rhys Gould, the keeper mis¬ 
handled and the ball fell onto the back 
of a defender and over the line. 

Shortly after, the Major won a cor¬ 
ner and it was taken long by Tom 
Rees; he curled the ball in towards the 
goal and it went over the heads of the 
defenders and also the outstretched 
arms of the keeper and into the goal 
thus fully redeeming himself for his 
first half miss. 

A fortunate result for Llantwit 
Major AEC, however, a win is a win 
and 12 points from their last four 
games takes the Major into third place 
in the league table. 

PL 


barrv-todav-oo. u Ic 
oowbr idcpe-todav-oo. u Ic 
11 an tv\f i t-m aj or-todav-oo. u Ic 
porthioavxf l-todav-oo. u Ic 
bridcpend-todav-oo.ulc 



News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

ijJiJUa^j'JU VOLVO 



^ AM servicing, repairs, 

tyres & MOTs carried 
out jJjjg^jjstic prices 

Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 

diagnostic technology 

Volvo checklist issued with every service 

Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

State of the art showroom with exceptionally 

comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 
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1111BMW120DM-Sport5-dr 

TO' 




Sat nav, Bluetooth, Alloys, Air con, 
park assist 

1010BMW320DM-Sport4-dr 

- N III— T 


£13,995 





Full leather, Bluetooth, Alloys, 
park assist. 


12 62 Ka Edge. Air con, Flame red, delivery miles. 

1161 Ka Studio. Sunrise. 

1111 Ka Edge. Air con, choice. 


FIESTA 


1262 Fiesta 1 
1262 Fiesta 1 
1262 Fiesta 1 
1262 Fiesta 1 
1212 Fiesta 1 
1212 Fiesta 1 
1261 Fiesta 1 
1261 Fiesta 1 
1111 Fiesta 1 
1160 Fiesta 1 
1060 Fiesta 1 
1060 Fiesta 1 
1059 Fiesta 1 
1010 Fiesta 1 
1010 Fiesta 1 
0909 Fiesta 1 
0656 Fiesta 1 
0606 Fiesta 1 


.25 Zetec 3-dr. Bluetooth, silver, del miles. 

.2 Style 5-dr. White, del miles. 

.2 Style 3-dr. Frozen white, del miles. 

.25 Style 3-dr. 

.6TDCiZetec-S. Choice . 

.6TDCiZetec-S. Bluetooth . 

.6TDCiZetec-S. Black. 

.25 Edge 3-dr. Sea grey. 

.25 Edge 3-dr. Ink blue. 

.4TDCi Edge 3-dr. Midnight sky. 

.25 Edge 5-dr. Choice. 

.25 Zetec 3-dr. Hot Magenta. 

.25 Edge 3-dr. Vision blue. 

.6TDCiEconetic 5-dr. Air Con. 

.4TDCi Zetec 3-dr. Bluetooth, black. 

.4 Style+ 5dr. Choice . 

.25 Zetec 3-dr. 

.25 Style Climate 3-dr. 


.£10395 
. .£8995 
. .£8295 
. .£8695 
.£10995 
.£10995 
.£10,695 
. .£7995 
. .£7495 
. .£7995 
. .£6995 
. .£6695 
. .£6695 
. .£7995 
. .£7395 
. .£6495 
. .£3495 
. .£3495 


FOCUS/FUSION 


12 62 Focus 1.0 Ecoboost 5-dr. Appearance pack. Choice 
12 61 Focus 1.6TDCi Zetec. New model, appearance pack. 

1161 Focus 2.0 TDCi Titanium X 5-dr. Self Parking. 

1161 Focus 1.6 TDCi Sport 5-dr. Nav, Bluetooth. Choice. 
1111 Focus 1.6 TDCi Sport 5-dr. nav, Bluetooth, Vision.. 

1160 Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Estate. Moondust. 

09 59 Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto 5-dr. Sea Grey. 

09 59 Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. Ocean blue. 

09 09 Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. Vision . 

0909 Focus 2.0 CC2 Auto. Aqua blue. 

08 58 Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Chill silver. 

07 07 Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. Silver. 

06 56 Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Air Con, Ocean Blue... 
09 59 Fusion 1.4TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Sea Grey. 


MONDEO 


1111 Mondeo2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Choice.£10495 

1160 Mondeo 2.0 Sport 5-dr. Nav, B-tooth. Choice.£8995 

07 07 Mondeo 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. New model .£5995 


S-MAX - KUGA - GALAXY 


1261 Kuga Zetec 2.0TDCi140ps. White. 
10 60 S-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec MPV. Avalon 
10 60 Galaxy 2.0 TDCi Zetec. 7 seats ... 
09 59 Galaxy 2.3 Zetec Auto. Tango red . 
0505C-Max2.0TDCiGhia.SatNav.... 


.£15695 
.£13995 
.£13995 
.£10995 
. .£3995 


OTHERS 


09 59 Alfa Romeo Mito 1.4Turismo 3-dr. Techno grey. 

07 07 Audi A62.0TDiSE 4-dr. Phantom black. 

1111 BMW 120D M-Sport 5-dr. Comfort pack. 

1010 BMW 320 D M-Sport Tourer. Full leather. 


1010 BMW 320 D M-Sport 4-dr. Full leather, choice.£13995 

£7995 06 06 BMW 120D Sport Auto 5-dr.£7995 

.£6795 09 59 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 TD VTR+ 7-seats ... .£8995 

.£6795 09 59 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 TD VTR+. Bitter lemon.£6995 

09 09 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 TD VTR+. Cherry red.£6995 

08 58 Citroen C31.6 HDi Exclusive 5-dr. Silver.£4995 

07 07 Citroen C31.4 Desire 5-dr. Silver.£3995 

05 05 Citroen Picasso 1.6 Desire II.£1995 

09 09 Fiat Grande Punto 1.3D Dynanic 5-dr.£5895 

09 09 Honda Civic 1.8 Type-S GT. Silver.£7495 

04 04 Hyundai Accent 1.6 GSi 5-dr. Silver.£1495 

04 04 Hyundai Accent 1.6 GSi 5-dr. Low miles.£1495 

10 60 Mazda 2TS2 3-dr. Air con.£6995 

01Y Mazda MX-51.8 Sport.£1850 

01Y Mazda MX-51.8S Cabriolet. Low miles.£1850 

1111 Mercedes CLS 350 Auto. Blue efficiency.£29995 

09 59 Mercedes C250 Sport Auto. Full leather.£16495 

06 06 Mercedes C200 CDi Sport Coupe Auto.£7495 

03 03 Mini Cooper-S. Chilli Pack.£4495 

02 52 Mini Cooper. Chilli Pack.£2995 

09 59 Mitsubishi Colt CZ21.3 5-dr. White.£4995 

09 59 Nissan Note 1.6 Acenta Auto 5-dr.£5995 

09 59 Nissan Quashqai 1.5DCi Acenta. Cayman blue.£9995 

09 09 Nissan Quashqai 1.6 Acenta + 2 7-Seats.£10995 

09 09 Nissan Quashqai 1.5 TDCi Acenta. Pearl black, choice. .£9995 

08 58 Nissan Micra 1.4Tekna 5-dr. Caffe Latte.£5495 

1111 Peugeot 1071.0 Urban 5-dr. Silver.£5695 

10 60 Peugeot 1071.0 Urban 5-dr. Black.£5695 

09 58 Peugeot 3081.6 SDT 5-dr HDi.£5995 

1111 Peugeot 2071.4S 5-dr. Air con.£5995 

1010 Peugeot 207 SW 1.4S Estate. Black.£5995 

08 58 Peugeot 2071.4S 5-dr. Air con.£5295 

10 60 Renault Clio 1.216v Music 3-dr.£5995 

07 07 Renault Clio 1.2 Expression 5-dr.£3495 

1111 Seat Leon 1.6TDi CR105S 5-dr. Silver.£9495 

10 60 Seat Leon 1.6TDi CR 105S 5-dr. Blue.£8295 

10 59 Skoda 1.6TDi Octavia Elegance.£9495 

08 58 Smart Fortwo Passio 1.0.£4795 

1010 Smart Fortwo Pulse.£5295 

09 59 Toyota 1.0 3-dr. Blue.£5495 

1010 Volvo V70 2.4D SE Estate. Geartronic.£13995 

0959VWTouran1.9TDiSE.7-Seats .£9995 

0909VWTouran1.9TDiSE.7-Seats .£9495 

0909VWGolf2.0TDiS5-dr.£9495 

09 09 VW Golf 1.4 S 5-dr.£6995 

£7995 10 60 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SXi 3-dr Privacy.£6295 

, ,£8495 05 55 Vauxhall Astra 1.8 Club 5-dr Auto.£3495 

.£14995 08 08 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi Breeze 5-dr. Black.£4895 

.£14695 06 56 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. Black.£2995 


£13995 

£11995 

£15895 

.£9995 

.£9995 

.£9995 

.£6995 

.£6495 

.£6295 

.£7995 

.£6995 

.£4995 

.£4495 

.£6295 






Visit our wobsito www.pwmillar.co.uk 


PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY CF62 9PZ 

Tel 01446 733248 


OPENWG TIMES: 
M0M«RI»^30, 
SAT9^,SUN1(U04 
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Cowbridge junior rugby round-up 


BY beating 

Rhiwbina in the 
Blues Cup first 
round on Sunday by 
42-0, the under 12s 
reach a fantastic 
milestone of going 
unbeaten for a year. 

During the year, the 
boys have played 26 
teams from far and wide, 
and beaten 25 of them 
with just the one draw, a 
brilliant record. 

On Sunday, the boys 
played some great run¬ 
ning rugby, scoring six 
converted tried and con¬ 
ceding none. The first try 
was scored by Harry 
Ridge - his first for the 
club. 

The try came from an 
unusual lost scrum when 
the Rhiwbina fly half 
tried to run the ball from 
just outside his own 22 - 
only for the Cowbridge 
open side flanker Ben 
Jones to tackle him, and 
turn the ball over for 
Ridge to show his speed 
and outpace the 
Rhiwbina defence. 

The Cowbridge 
aggressive tackling was 
beginning to make a dif¬ 
ference with lestyn Fenn 
and Ben Jones forcing 


the Rhiwbina back line 
into some optimistic 
passes. It was from one 
of these speculative 
efforts that loan 
Williams, the ever alert 
Cowbridge scrum half, 
intercepted the ball to run 
un-opposed to score the 
game’s second try under 
the post. Williams con¬ 
verted his own try to 
make it 14-0. 

The Cowbridge team 
were now in top gear, and 
taking advantage of the 
wide pitch. Lewis Hawke 
picked up a clearing kick 
and had a great run into 
the Rhiwbina midfield. 
Hawke off loaded to Jack 
Dixon, who timed his 
pass to perfection to put 
Ruben Williams in for an 
easy try. loan Williams 
converted. 

The final try of the 
first half came from a 
great tackle and turnover 
from Harry Ridge, mak¬ 
ing a name for himself in 
only his second game for 
the team. From this turn 
over his centre partner 
Barny Langton-Cryer 
scampered over from just 
inside his own half, 
Williams converted. 

Straight from the 
restart, Fenn collected 
the ball and off-loaded to 


Darts round-up 


THE fifth league 
week of the season, 
Tuesday, November 
13, produced a 
thrilling encounter 
when the Old Post 
Ladies hosted the 
Hare & Hounds. 

Tied at 3-3 at the end 
of the singles the dou¬ 
bles were just at close. 
With the score again tied 
at 4-4 and the final 
match at 1-1, Alun Evan 
hit a 121 three dart out, 
finishing on the bull, to 
give the Hare & Hounds 
a 5-4 victory. 

In the other matches, 
the Edmondes ‘B’ con¬ 
solidated their position 
at the top of the league 
by beating the White 
Lion 7-2. 

Previous league lead¬ 
ers Edmondes ‘A lost 2- 
7 to Llanharry and in two 
other tight matches, the 
Earmers Arms defeated 
the Came Arms 5-4 and 
the Cross Inn defeated 
the Highwayman Inn 5- 
4. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings, after five matches. 


are: Edmondes ‘B’ on 32 
points, Edmondes ‘A’ 
and Llanharry on 27 
points; Hare and Hound 
on 22, Earmers Arms on 
21, Came Arms and 
Cross Inn on 17, White 
Lion on 16, 
Highwayman Inn on 15 
and Old Post Ladies on 
13. 

The next league 
matches will be played 
on Tuesday, November 
27 - Edmondes ‘A’ host 
the Old Post Ladies, 
Came Arms host the 
Cross Inn, Hare & 
Hounds host the White 
Lion, Llanharry host the 
Earmers Arms and the 
Highwayman Inn host 
the Edmondes 'B'. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. Eor 
further information, e- 
mail Paul at cow- 
bridgedarts@google- 
mail.com, up to date 
information can be 
found on the web site: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PT 



Ridge, who found the 
impressive Cowbridge 
No 8, Ruben Williams, 
lurking in the centre. 

Williams set off on a 
fantastic, but now cus¬ 
tomary, half the length of 
a field try! The Rhiwbina 
team did not let their 
heads drop and threat¬ 
ened to break the 
Cowbridge defence 
many times. 

It is great testimony to 
our boys’ team spirit that 
even though the game 
was won, they defended 
their hearts out and 
stopped Rhiwbina scor¬ 
ing a try. 

The final try of the 
game was scored by 
Ollie Croucher, follow¬ 
ing numerous phases of 
forwards play camped on 
the Rhiwbina line. Evan 
Thomas made a fantastic 
catch of a clearing kick 
and set Ben Jones off on 
a run for the line. 

The forwards pro¬ 
duced a few charges to 
the line but it was 
Croucher who finally 
crossed for his first try of 
the season. Williams con¬ 
verted, to make it six 
conversions out of six - a 
brilliant display of goal 
kicking. 

Well done boys, well 
played and congratula¬ 
tions on an unbeaten year 
of mini rugby. 

GJ 

Cowbridge under-9s 
entertained both Kenfig 
Hill and CIRCC in a 
round robin format, 
and again there was an 
excellent turnout as 21 
of the 25 strong squad 
took part in the games. 

The first game against 
Kenfig Hill saw the 
under-9s defensive frail¬ 
ties exposed for a second 
week running. Once 
again, too many tackles 


weren’t made, leading to 
Cowbridge conceding 
four tries by half time. 
This was countered by 
good efforts from Akka 
Guwy and Harry 
Treharne, leaving the 
half time score 4-2. 

The second period 
went much the same way 
as Kenfig Hill added a 
further three tries. 

In response, Rhydian 
Williams stretched his 
legs to score a good try in 
the comer and Alfie Rees 
powered over from close 
range to make the final 
score 7-4 to the visitors. 

In the second game 
against CRICC, 

Cowbridge again started 
badly, conceding a cou¬ 
ple of early tries through 
poor tackling. Harry 
Treharne was the only 
Cowbridge scorer in the 
half which ended with 
CRICC leading by three 
tries to one. 

Cowbridge had left 
themselves a lot of work 
to do and despite the sec¬ 
ond half being a much 
more even affair were not 
able to claw back the 
deficit. Alfie Rees, fol¬ 
lowing several good 
mns, again got over the 
whitewash as did Einlay 
Brace but CIRCC also 
crossed for 2 tries in the 
half to ensure they 
emerged winners by 5 
tries to 3. 

The under-9 s will 
need to work harder in 
defence if they are to get 
more positive results in 
the coming weeks. 
Although there were 
some excellent individ¬ 
ual efforts in defence a 
greater collective effort is 
needed by the whole 
squad. 

Squad: Harry 

Treharne, Will Ryan, 
Steffan Evans, Ethan 


Erancis, lolo Davies, 
Tom Collingbridge, 
Archie Lloyd, Einlay 
Brace, Tom Brennan, 
Alfie Rees, Ollie Jones, 
Akka Guwy, Rhydian 
Williams, Sam Payne, 
Ben Hardy, Einlay 
Sullivan, Ifor Rees, Rhys 
Pritchard, Einlay Ball, 
Rhys Edwards and Will 
Harris. 

MF 

Glorious winter sun¬ 
shine provided the 
backdrop for the 
Cowbridge under-7s 
home fixture against 
CRICC in what proved 
to be a highly entertain¬ 
ing match. 

The ever reliable 
James Lord got 
Cowbridge off to a bril¬ 
liant start breaking 
through the defence from 
the kick off and crossing 
the line for a try. 

CRICC responded 
quickly, but good run¬ 
ning from loan Phillips 
and Joe Davies allowed 
James to capitalise on the 
pressure and score his 
second. 

CRICC then scored 
again, but Cowbridge 
regained the lead thanks 
to an excellent individual 
effort from loan. 

The scoring pattern 
continued throughout the 
first half with Cowbridge 
just edging ahead with 
tries from William 
Martin, who ran from the 
half way line to score in 
the corner, and Joe 
Arentsen weaving his 
way through the defence 
to the line. 

Good running from 


George Edgell led to 
Osian Bruce’s first score, 
and Sam Sheppard 
quickly found space from 
the restart and added to 
the try tally. 

A determined mn gave 
Henry Whitehouse his 
first of the match, and 
although CRICC main¬ 
tained their pressure with 
tries throughout the 
match, Cowbridge 
proved to be solid in 
defence, with good tag¬ 
ging from many of the 
players, including Mabli 
Davies and Sam Jackson. 

Osian and James 
added to their try count, 
and Joe Davies quickly 
capitalised on a CRICC 
mistake to run through 
and score. A splendid 
team effort involving 
James Collingridge, Joe 
Euntek and Ben 
Stephenson gave James 
Lord his fourth try, and 
during the last third of 
the game, the team firm¬ 
ly established their 
authority over the match 
with an abundance of 
tries. 

loan Phillips, Sam 
Sheppard and Henry 
Whitehouse all found 
gaps in the CRICC 
defence to get their sec¬ 
ond tries. 

Osian brought up his 
hat-trick with an arcing 
run, quickly followed by 
Henry Pugh concluding 
the scoring by powering 
his way to the line from 
the restart. 

The final score was 
17-12 to Cowbridge, a 
worthy victory thorough¬ 
ly deserved by the play- 


Learning all 
about Arthur! 


LAST week, GEM 
readers were told 
all about Arthur 
Board MFH. 

Arthur began his 
point-to-pointing career 
in 1938 when he won the 
Glamorgan Hunt 

Earmers Cob Race on his 
14.3 mare Princess and 
again in 1939. He still 
has both trophies. 

The war intervened 
and Arthur was in the 
Home Guard and 
Princess was used on the 
farm to gather sheep and 
cattle. This same little 
mare funded his honey¬ 
moon to London in the 
Blitz in 1940, through 
numerous gymkhana 
wins. 

When racing began 
again in 1948, he rode a 
good mare called Lady 
Airman at the 
Glamorgan for Monty 
Williams, uncle of the 
late Daphne Major. 

He rode his own Lady 
Cordite at the present 
Lydstep course in 1948 
and despite winning the 
adjacent hunt race on the 
five-year-old mare, 
Austin Bevan objected 
on the grounds that 
Arthur had taken his 
ground and he was dis¬ 
qualified... a claim 
Arthur is still disputing, 
64 years later! 


“They cooked it up 
between them,” he said. 

He had a couple of 
wins on his brother, 
Robert Boards 

Midantrim (Christian 
Williams’ great-great 
grandfather), but time 
and age have clouded his 
memory as to exactly 
when and where. 

He rode against Sir 
Cenydd Traherne and 
Harry ‘Eoxhunter’ 
Llewellyn, and in later 
years, when their racing 
days were far behind 
them. Sir Cenydd 

referred to them as ‘The 
Three Musketeers’. 

He rode his last race 
in 1950 at the Llangeinor 
Point-to-point at 

Bryngwyneth on a horse 
called Sage Green, 

before handing over to 
his sons Richard and 
Robert, the latter rode 
many runners for 

Dylwyn Thomas. 

In his day, Arthur rode 
to point-to-points if they 
were near and then 
hacked home after the 
race, same with hunt¬ 
ing... how things have 
changed! He exhibited 
cattle at Smithfield after 
the war and took them by 
train from 

Southerndown Road 
Station. 

BRIAN LEE 


EVAN’S 

LUDLOW 

DOUBLE 

LLANCARFAN'S Evan Williams sad¬ 
dled a double at Ludlow last Thursday 
with Firebird Flyer and Hold Court. Both 
were ridden by stable jockey Paul 
Moloney. 

Earlier in the week, Williams’s Buck 
Mulligan had got home by a neck from No 
Planning in a handicap chase at Sedgefield. 
Moloney was in the saddle again. 

While at Lingfield, Aberthin’s Tim Vaughan 
had a winner with his Hidden Identity, which 
took the novices’ hurdle race under Aidan 
Coleman. 

BRIAN LEE 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Ford Fiofto 

Ford Focus 

Ford Focus 



FcrdS-MFs 

dMltVW 

Tninsporur 

9 mS i fcUF W 



(01656) 

>660160 

Fill ttetnis awitabifr on our website: 

www.wickvanhlroxo.uk 



APECMaintenance 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

SPECIALISTS 

Full workshop facilities and experienced 
quaiified fitters catering for all makes and 
models of commercial vehicles. 

Fleet maintenance and servicing 
24 hour recoveiy 

Full M.O.T. preparation and presentation 
Maintenance agreements 
Full vehicle and trailer inspections 
AM types of commercial vehicles including 
vans, trailers and PSV vehicles 
Steam Cleaning , 


& 



Call Andy Kirby at APEC Maintenance 

Tei: 01446 773430 or 678232 
Mob: 07791 584842 
info@apecwales.com 
Unit 2, Crossways Business Park, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7LJ 
www.apecwales.com 
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NEW TOYOTA IS A REAL 
TONIC IN THESE HARD TIMES 


Motoring with 
Tim Saunders 



The Toyota GT86 


THE Nissan 370Z 
and Audi TT are 
dead. Long live the 
Toyota GT86. 

Producing an unbi¬ 
ased road test on such a 
fabulous coupe is virtu¬ 
ally impossible, because 
its looks tug at the heart¬ 
strings, while its interior 
and what’s under the 
bonnet make any 
motorist drool. 

It brings back memo¬ 
ries of my Nissan 370Z 
road test a couple of 
years ago but the GT86 
demands considerably 
more attention. 

Any Celica fan is sure 
to enjoy the GT86, 
which uses a gutsy 
197bhp Subaru boxer 
engine, the flat four 
cylinders laid on their 
sides, allowing it to be 
mounted lower in the 
body. This lowers the 
centre of gravity and 
improves handling. 

Inside, the driver 
slides into a well- 
appointed luxury cock¬ 
pit featuring a sculpted 
dashboard, heated front 
seats, sat nav, air condi¬ 
tioning and electric front 
windows. 

An excellent driver’s 
seat hugs in all the right 
places providing plenty 
of lumbar support. 
Occupants look out over 
a curvaceous bonnet 


while a glance in the 
wing mirrors highlights 
the aggressive rear 
haunches, although 
slightly tamer than a 
370Z. 

This is a welcome 
return to proper ‘seat of 
the pants’ driving for 
Toyota. Because the 
GT86 is so low to the 
ground drivers have to 
be reasonably athletic 
and toned to get in and 
out without causing 
embarrassment. 

The GT86 is a thor¬ 
oughly engaging and 
enjoyable coupe to drive 
and what’s more, there’s 
ample room in the back 
for passengers. 

Its six-speed automat¬ 
ic box has been designed 
to look like a manual 
and paddle shifts on the 
steering wheel allow it 
to be driven like one. 

The auto is also 
slightly more efficient 
than its manual counter¬ 
part, returning 37mpg 
during the course of the 
test. 

“The Toyota GT86 is 
a lightweight, fun-to- 
drive coupe that the 
Japanese firm hopes will 
tempt performance car 
buyers back to the 
brand,” writes Parkers, 
the car experts. 

“It is aimed squarely 
at enthusiasts. Critics 
have been disappointed 


recently with the 
absence of any type of 
sporty offering from 
Toyota, the firm forego¬ 
ing fun in favour of reli¬ 
able, economical and 
family-friendly 
machines. 

“Co-developed with 
Subaru, the recipe looks 
good on paper. The first 
thing to note is that this 
car is rear-wheel-drive, 
which for purists is the 
only way to make a 
sports car. It has rela¬ 
tively thin tyres for a 
modem performance car 
too, which further serves 
to improve the driving 
experience and make it 
more exciting at lower 
speeds.” 

This roadster is the 
ideal tonic for recession: 
it revives low self¬ 
esteem. For me, cars 
have always been a pas¬ 
sionate hobby and at a 


time when my full time 
role of PR manager 
becomes redundant, the 
GT86 takes my mind off 
it. 

“Anyone going 
through a similar situa¬ 
tion is well advised to 
step inside the GT86 and 
floor it. You’ll feel so 
much better, especially 
when that unmistakable 
roar sounds from the 
oversized chrome 
exhausts. 

“At a certain rpm the 
valves open up and the 
sound resonates 

throughout the cabin in a 
similar way to the 
Mazda MX-5, as you 
can tell in the video at 
testdrives.biz. Book a 
test drive today! 

As a footnote though, 
die-hard speed freaks 
have been disappointed 
with the GT86 because 
while it is fast, it doesn’t 


share the gut wrenching 
force of a Maserati, for 
instance. This minority 
will be pleased to hear 
that Gazoo Racing has 
added a supercharger 
and a turbocharger to the 
two-litre engine to pump 
out 315bhp. 

So that should do the 
trick, lads. 

Toyota GT86 2.0 
(Nav -I- Leather) 2d 
Auto. 

Model tested: 

£29,295. 

New price range: 
£24,995 upwards. 

Economy: up to 

40mpg. 

C02 emissions: 
164g/km. 

0-60mph: 7.9secs. 

Top speed: 130mph. 

Power: 197bhp. 

Fuel capacity: 50 
litres. 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives.biz. 


Cowbridge pipped 
in entertaining game 


LAST Saturday Abercwmboi 
were the visitors to the Athletic 
Field and in a game that was a 
good advert for Divison 4 
rugby ran out winners by 23- 
35. 

Cowbridge had the first chance after 
just 4 minutes with a penalty but out¬ 
side half Carwyn Morgan's attempt 
went just wide. 

Shortly after that an attack by 
Abercwmboi's down their left wing led 
to a chip in field that was collected by 
Morgan and he counter attacked with 
centre Huw Lougher, flanker Luke 
Boys and co centre Elia Pehigrotti tak¬ 
ing play 40 metres up field but the final 
pass went astray. Abercwmboi couldn't 
take advantage of the penalty chance 
that came their way. It was proving to 
be a physical encounter and after 10 
minutes some skirmishes broke out, 
mainly arguments about whether 
Abercwmboi was in the Rhonndda or 
Cynon Valley. 

Another penalty for Cowbridge 
went wide. But then just before the 
mid-point a kick was gathered by the 
home team and the ball moved left. 
Boys in the line spun a missed pass to 
Morgan who went outside his man 
before feeding wing Liam Rowlands 
who sped up the touchline to cross at 
the comer for an unconverted try. 

Barely minute or so later 
Abercwmboi’s flanker crossed for a 
converted try but Morgan put 
Cowbridge back in front with a penal¬ 
ty on the 26 minute mark. 

On 30 minutes Aber put over a 
penalty to restore their lead and then 
just before half time they scored again 
through their hooker whilst Morgan 
put over his second penalty. 

Just minutes into the second half 
and a hammer blow when Cowbridge 
counter attacked from deep but a pass 
was intercepted by Aber’s no 5 who 
ran under the posts for a converted try. 


On the 16 minute mark from a line 
out Aber moved the ball in field where 
their full back broke thoomgh for 
another converted try. Rhys Jones 
(flanker) came on for Mat Logsdon 
whilst Rhys Jones (hooker) made way 
for Tom Lewis. 

On 25 minutes after exerting pres¬ 
sure a penalty 5 metres out saw prop 
David Popham try to crash through and 
when the ball came back Boys capped 
a great display by diving over for a 
converted try. 

Aber put over a penalty on 32 min¬ 
utes to make up for the one missed just 
three minutes earlier and with five 
minutes to go and after a series of 
penalties Morgan ran the bah to this 
left and then flipped it back inside to 
Popham on his shoulder who capped 
his performance wth a well deserved 
try. 

The quickly taken conversion to try 
to get the bah back in Cowbridge 
hands unfortunately went wide. With 
just three minutes to go Aber were 
awarded a penalty and then a further 10 
metres for back chat and that brought 
the final score of the match. 

Ed Rees at prop has helped tighten 
up the scrum, the lineout with a few 
blips went well with Matt Wright and 
Steve Birchenough securing bah and 
the team tackled for ah they were 
worth and pressed to the end. 

The team have proved decisively 
they can compete with anyone but win¬ 
ning is now the only priority. There is 
break until December 8 when we take 
on Llandaff North away, kick off 
2:30pm; please come and support the 
team in these vital games, it could 
make all the difference! 

Finally congratulations to Rhys and 
Coco on their engagement and a very 
warm welcome to the club’s newest 
recruit, Stanley Birchenough. Many 
thanks to Wyn (wine) and Liz (food) 
for the very enjoyable Beaujolais night 
at the club last week. RV/RK 
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ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER? 

PUASE CALL IN FOR YOUR FREE WINTER SAFETY CHECK 
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07 57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE+ 
5-Dr, Blue, FSH, Air Con, CD 
Player, Low Insurance Group, 40k 


£2,990 


09 59 HONDA Civic 2.2i CDTi ES 
5-Dr, Black, Diesel, FSH, 6 Speed, Full 
Pan Roof, Climate Control, MFSW, 83k 


£7,790 


09 59 VW Transporter 1.9 TDi PD 84PS Van. 
White, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Alloys, 

6 Seats, Bulkhead, Fully Carpeted, 104k 


07 57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 
SRi (120) 3-Dr, Beige, Diesel, FSH, 
Air Con, Alloys, MFSW, 58k 


£6,490 


08 08 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 WT 
SRi 5-Dr, Red, Air Con, Alloys, CD 
Player, C/locking, E/windows, 67k 


£4,590 




09 59 RENAULT Twingo 1.2 Freeway 
3-Dr, Red, 1 Owner, FSH, Low Insurance 
Group, CD Player, 6,241 Miles Only. 



RANGE ROVER Vogue 3.6 TDV8 4-Dr, Diesel, 
Auto, FSH, Full Beige Leather, Sat Nav, TV, Heated 
Seats, Parking Camera & Much More, 79k. 


£21,990 


09 59 NISSAN Qashqai 1.5DCi Visia 5-Dr, 
Blue, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, 6 Speed, 
Bluetooth, Climate Control, MFSW, 83k 


£8,790 




07 57 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-Dr. Black, 
FSH, 1/2 Cream Leather, Air Con, 
Alloys, CD Player, 72k 



07 57 FORD Focus 1.6 LX 5-Dr. Silver, 
1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, Alloys, CD 
Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 67k 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 



^ A Better service at a Better price r 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 

+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


VISA 
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07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS 
Auto 

Silver, 50,000 miles, 1 owner, diesel 4x4 

£10,995 


58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 
38,000 miles 

£9,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi 
Match 5-dr 

Met black, 43,000 mile diesel 

£8,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


56 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 3-dr 

Yellow, 43,000 miles, 
£30 road tax, low insurance 

£3,795 



11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£10,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i 
Music 5-dr (100) 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 
.£29,995 

57 MERCEDES C320 Diesel Sport Auto. In white, 
with black leather, 33,000 miles, pan roof, sat nav etc 

.£17,995 

11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFiex. In white, 25,000 

miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£10,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS Auto, in silver, 50,000 miles, 1 

owner, diesel 4x4 at .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesei (130) Exciusive 5-dr 
in met silver, 15,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 

black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles. Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style-n 5-dr. In met-blue, 

40,000 miles. £20 road tax, 67mpg.£7,695 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 
grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 
41,000 miles, low insurance.£5,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel SXi 5-dr. In met grey, 

58,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 

low insurance .£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

09 FORD Ka Studio (New Shape). In met blue, 15,000 
miles, FSH .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

42,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In black, 51,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,495 

55 VW Passat HighlineTDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 

58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Design 3-dr. In met 
grey, 1 owner .£4,995 


08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 

1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

06 VWGolf-H 1.9 TDi SE. In black, 82,000 miles, eco¬ 
nomical diesel at.£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 
leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

55 FORD C-Max 1.6 Diesel Zetec. In silver, 67,000 

miles, 1 owner .£4,295 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 

blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 
hatch, a/c, cd etc .£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S-H 5-dr. In silver, low 
insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

56 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 3-dr in yellow, 43,000 

miles, £30 road tax, low insurance .£3,795 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£3,795 

05 CITROEN C4 Diesel 1.6 VTR Coupe. In met blue, 

74,000 miles.£3,795 

55 FORD Mondeo 2.0 Diesel ‘Silver’ 5-dr. 73,000 mile 

family hatch .£2,995 

53 AUDI A4 1.9TDi SE (110). In black, 112,000 mile 
diesel, fantastic mpg.£2,995 

55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In met grey, 73,000 

miles.£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 
low insurance .£3,495 

56 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 5-Dr. In met gold, 53,000 miles, 

with air con, CD etc.£3,295 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 

18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£2,795 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

04 RENAULT Scenic Privilege VVTi 136. In met red, 

64,000 miles, pan roof, etc.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 

miles.£2,495 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Oasis 5-dr in black, 62,000 
miles with pan-roof, key less go.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 





09 FORD Ka Studio 
(New Shape) 

Met blue, 15,000 miles, FSH, 

£5,495 



07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 



09 NISSAN Micro 1.4 
Convertible 

In silver, 1 local owner 

£5,495 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road lax 

£2,795 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABU • All CARS HPi ClIAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AU. MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




^ black 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Advanced Diagnostics 

Unlike your typksl gaiage or tast fit cen^ 
vve have the sartie diagnostic tooling as the main 
dealer. But unlike others that claim to have dealer 
diagnostics^ so good that (xjr custorner base 

actual ly includes the U Ks largest dealer networks. 

^ Fantastic Customer Service 
Free Courtesy Car 
^ Vehicle Collection & Drop Off 


Fully Equipped Workshop 
Former Dealer Staff 
^ Highest Quality Parts & Oils 

V\fe only fit genuine or I II highest spec OE parts 
^k) corners cut, iw dodgy tTX)tor factor part 

''f Air-Con Service 

Included with every serivce Is a full air-con 
service. Isthal induded in the fixed price 
with e^ryone else? Honest Simple Pricing! 

p n^.'^&^^vehdesgetatovelelwith 
allse.vtang.E«nifyo.rcaris«ilyinfcran MOT 
vieiie happy to wash, hoover and wax the car. 


session.Thats normally over £100 at a dealer! 


MPERMOVm 

J EURO SPECIAUSTSmd 


If the Dealer can do ft, SO can we but 
without the expensive price tag 
and with superb customer service. 


BPMW-MERCEDES 



08000337807 

01446732272 

5&10Woodfiani Road 
BairyDocl<5CF634JE 
www.pemioveattdijk 
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PULVERISED BY PUMAS...CRUSHED BY SAMOANS... 

Can Gatland lift Black cloud 
hanging over Welsh rugby? 

Pictures 

courtesy 

ofHuw 

1 Evans 

1 Agency. 

Two graphic scenes 
from the mayhem at 
the Millennium: 
LETT, felled 
outside half Dan 
Biggar lies injured, 
blood pouring from 
a head wound. 

RIGHT: Battered 
Welsh players 
trudge dejectedly 
off the pitch. Can 
they recover in 
time to face up to 
the All Blacks? 



BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 



ABOVE: Samoans celebrate - Welsh fans hope it will 
not be All Black arms raised in triumph this Saturday. 


I F there is such a thing as a 
‘bogey team’ in world rugby, 
bone-crushing Samoans 
surely rank high on the list of 
opponents Wales fear most - 
and with good cause - despite 
the South Sea Islanders winning 
only three of the eight meetings 
before Friday night’s clash at 
the Millennium Stadium. 

For two of these just happened to 
have heen ‘crunch’ games in more 
ways than one... On October 6,1991, 
underdog Western Samoa, as it then 
was, stunned Cardiff Arms Park into 
silence with a 16-13 win in Wales’ 
opening game of the Rughy World 
Cup; and proved it was no fluke 
three years later with an emphatic 
34-9 win in Apia, Wales’ only points 
coming from the hoot of current 
kicking guru Neil Jenkins. 

They did it again in RWC 1999, 
ending Graham Henry’s high-flying 
host nation’s 10-game winning streak 
with a shock 38-31 victory at the 
newly-opened Millennium Stadium. 

History almost repeated itself for a 
third time in the torrid battle of 
Hamilton at RWC 2011, when Wales 
Anally scrambled a 17-10 win, 
thanks to a Shane Williams try and 
four penalties - after Samoa had led 
10-6 at half time. 

So the reshuffled team, showing no 
fewer than eight changes from the 
Argentine drubbing the previous 


weekend, knew full well to expect an 
all-out war of attrition in the second 
game of the autumn series in 
Cardiff. 

The Welsh camp, under caretaker 
head coach Robert Howley, vowed 
the players “would not take a back¬ 
ward step” and there would be no 
repeat of the ineffectual display that 
saw the team being booed off by 
some in the crowd at the end, with 
many others leaving long before the 
flnal whistle. 

Sadly, that was exactly what hap¬ 
pened again on Friday, as the 
Samoan hitmen took over where 
Argentina had left off and literally 
battered the Grand Slam champions 
to an even more crushing 19-26 
defeat. 

It left shell-shocked Wales’ autumn 
series in tatters, and supporters fear¬ 
ing the worst is yet to come from the 
awesome All Blacks this weekend. 

Despite the promise that this time 
Wales would come “tearing out of 
the blocks”, the opening whistle had 
barely sounded when Samoa were 
seven points up through a swiftly- 
taken try and conversion (it could 
have been 10-0 but for a failed penal¬ 
ty); and Wales were immediately on 
the back foot, where they stayed for 
most of the game. 

Full back Leigh 
Halfpenny’s reliable boot 
kept his struggling team in 
the hunt with two well- 
struck penalties and after 
Samoa had missed with 
another penalty attempt, 
Wales incredibly took a 13- 
7 lead against the run of 
play. 

Centre Ashley Beck sud¬ 
denly broke the siege with 
an interception deep in his 
own half and sped away 
for a try, converted by 
Halfpenny - but a Samoan 
penalty just on halftime 
narrowed the score to 13- 
10 . 

Samoa began the second 
half as they began the flrst 
- with a try, but Halfpenny 
restored a one-point lead 
with a monster kick from 
halfway. However, it could 


not disguise Wales’ inability to cope 
with the Islanders’ power at the set- 
piece and ferocity at the breakdown, 
while tactical confusion saw the 
backs kick precious possession away 
when attack seemed the far better 
option. 

The pendulum swung back 
Samoa’s way with a penalty, but the 
lead was then wrested back again by 
Halfpenny, who made it 19-18, 
before scrum pressure yielded yet 
another penalty for Samoa, a late try 
completing the rout - and their 
fourth triumph over Wales. 

What a shame then that this was 
soured by unsavoury moments which 
could, and should, have resulted in 
red cards. 

They involved so-called ‘clearing 
out’ at the breakdown - more often a 
euphemism for tackling an opponent 
without the ball (which my school 
games teacher ‘Tich’ Thomas used to 
say was illegal!) - but, regrettably, 
now seems to be accepted as the 
norm in the modern game. 

(Remember prop Adam Jones 
being cynically ‘taken out’ at an infa¬ 
mous Lions’ test in South Africa, 
while standing motionless yards 
away from the ball?) 

One unedifying incident that could 
have had grave consequences on 
Friday, saw replacement hooker Ken 
Owens being bodily lifted and bent 
backwards out of a ruck by his neck; 
while young outside half Dan Biggar 
fell bloodied victim to a reckless off- 
the-ball charge, with little attempt 
made to effect a legitimate tackle. 

According to a leading match com¬ 
mentator, it was “a fair tackle, good 
clearing out”... Really? 

Yet another questionable episode 
saw an offender get away with a 
swinging arm that felled Halfpenny - 
all this in full view of the supine 
match officials. 

Incredibly, no one received their 
marching orders (unlike poor Sam 
Warburton, summarily dismissed for 
a far less serious offence in last 
year’s Rugby World Cup). 

While everyone freely accepts that 
rugby is a physical ‘contact sport’, in 
the interests of player safety, let 
alone the game’s image projected 
onto TV screens worldwide, it’s time 


referees adopted a more consistent 
approach and rigidly enforced the 
laws, particularly at the scrum and 
breakdown before someone gets seri¬ 
ously hurt. 

That said, the unpalatable truth is 
that these two autumn defeats have 
revealed an alarming decline, not 
only in this talented Welsh squad’s 
level of performance, but in the very 
spirit and hwyl that produced three 
electrifying Grand Slams in seven 
years and won glowing praise 
around the rugby world. 

BIGGEST TEST 

... And so we move on to the third, 
and biggest, challenge: 

Former Wales head coach Steve 
Hansen brings the world champions 
to Cardiff on Saturday - and if the 
Six Nations title holders found the 
going tough against Argentina and 
Samoa, they know they now have to 
step up to a whole new level when 
grey clouds turn Black over the 
Millennium Stadium. 

New Zealand have long had what 
that astute rugby scribe John Billot 
was wont to call the “Indian sign” on 
Wales, who have won just three 
times in 28 attempts since 1905. 

That is the scale of the task this 
young squad face as they prepare to 
put their battered bodies (and 
minds) on the line again. 

With head coach Warren Gatland 
thankfully back at the helm from his 
Lions’ duties, albeit briefly, they 
have another opportunity to restore 
pride in the red jersey and prove the 


Welsh revival has not been derailed. 

The immediate question is - given 
the physical and psychological dam¬ 
age done to his demoralised and 
bemused young troops while he has 
been away, can Gatland arrest the 
decline and restore order from 
chaos, in the all too short time at his 
disposal? 

It’s a big ask even for Wales’ own 
Kiwi conjuror, who in truth, has 
very limited room for manoeuvre. 

This showed in the team line-up 
announced on Tuesday, with its 
heavy dependence on tried and trust¬ 
ed players who have achieved much 
for him in the past. 

The proud New Zealander is gam¬ 
bling on his loyalty being rewarded 
and that there will be no further 
humiliation to come at the hands of 
his countrymen. 

WALES TEAM 
Leigh Halfpenny; Alex Cuthbert, 
Jonathan Davies, Jamie Roberts, 
George North; Rhys Priestland, 
Mike Phillips; Paul James, 

Matthew Rees, Aaron Jarvis, 
Bradley Davies, Luke Charteris, 
Ryan Jones, 

Sam Warburton (captain), 
Toby Ealetau. 

REPLACEMENTS: Ken Owens, 
Gethin Jenkins, Scott Andrews, 
Aaron Shingler, Justin Tipuric, 
Tavis Knoyle, James Hook, 
Scott Williams. 
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£38 PER DAY! 
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